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† To Worship God, Father Son and Holy Spirit
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Pastoral Letter ~ April 2018
The time which a church spends in between stipendiary ministers can be
a challenge but also an opportunity. You have delegated much of the
detail of managing the process of calling a new minister to a Vacancy
Committee which includes members from all three churches in the new
pastorate of Swanage, Wareham and Skinner Street. They have been
working to produce a profile document which describes all three churches
and a one page summary which will be circulated to ministers. The
process which follows may take some time and depends on there being a
minister who is looking to move and has taken an interest in the pastorate
based on the contents of the summary and profile. You will, I am sure,
appreciate how crucial these documents are to the process and I would
like to express my thanks to the Committee members and others who
have contributed for producing a high quality outcome.
It is tempting for a church to look at, what can be a lengthy, a period of
ministerial transition as a gap and focus on working only with a ‘when we
get our next minister’ approach. This time is, however, a great opportunity
for people to have a chance to discover new capabilities and encourages
the church to dig deeply and discover new things about itself and its
mission.
Developing each other through encouragement and support builds
capacity for the future and leads to a church becoming more resilient in
the long term. Jesus did not call fully formed Apostles but fishermen who
became disciples, walked with him and grew through the journey. Each of
the three churches in this pastorate has a particular mission to its
community, a distinctive history and tremendous opportunities. As United
Reformed Churches you are examples of what can be achieved when
denominations unite rather than split and we have a reputation for good
practice and being a safe place in the community.
You are the church whether you have a stipendiary minister in post or
not. You are still present in your communities. You are places of
enrichment and care through service. You are God’s presence among his
children.
May God bless this time and enrich your fellowships as you look to the
future.
Revd Tim Meachin ~ Interim Moderator
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Church Family News
Please continue to remember the following members and friends in
your prayers:


Jean Chinchen, Jeanne Harrison, Martyn & Ellen Green, Pat Foster,
Brian Davis, Betty Norman, Jack Hancocks, Gloria Marsh, Bob Damer,
Shirley Beebee, 16 year old Charlotte recently returned home but needing
a lot of treatment. Sid Postlethwaite, Alicia Franklin. Judy Walsh in pain
with her broken femur.

We also remember all those who have recently lost loved ones:
The families of Beryl Barry, Miriam Brown, Rollo Woods, Leslie Gibbons,
Ethel Burden, Jean Geddes, Derek Wills and Robin Moore. Also the family of
Mr. Turner, who has been missing in the town recently.
Church & Community Prayers:


We pray for all those leading in different ways in our church and thank
them for their willingness to do so. The Elders, the Worship Preparation
group arranging services, others who plan House groups. The Musicians
and Flower arrangers. Pastoral friends who keep in touch with members.
The team that arranges ‘fun raising’ functions and the caterers. Those that
support and raise funds for Christian Aid. All these need our prayers.



We ask God’s blessing on the Easter services in all the churches that many
may come to know Jesus, our Lord and be given new life.



We pray for the setting up of new House Groups bringing us together and
helping us to grow in fellowship. We hope that there will be a good
response to the Questionnaire recently.



The Police have thanked the churches for their support in assisting the
helpers trying to find Mr. Turner, who is missing from the town, by
providing refreshments and accommodation for the helpers.

Country & World Concerns

We hope that the recent anger and recriminations will calm over the
accusations regarding the father & daughter who were attacked with nerve
gas in Salisbury and that better diplomacy will arise in looking into these
events between Russia and UK. We pray for all affected by this incident.

We pray for all the families having to escape from the destruction in Syria
and that more aid will be allowed in to help them to safety.
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Easter Services
Holy Week Meditations
Led by Rev Chris Moreton at Swanage Methodist Church
10.30 - 11.00 am Monday to Thursday

Good Friday
30th March 10.30 am Distribution of Cold Cross Buns from
Swanage Methodist Church throughout the town inviting all to
return to Swanage Methodist Church for a meditation
For Good Friday presented by David Nunn at 11.30 am.

Easter Saturday
31st March at 4 pm the film ‘Risen’ showing at
Emmanuel Baptist Church.

Easter Sunday
1st April Sunrise Service
6.30 am on the beach led by Rev Andrew Corke
Message from Rev Mark Hatto followed by
Breakfast at the URC.
10.30 am Easter Worship and Communion at
URC led by Clare Downing, Synod Moderator

New Life in Christ:
On 17th March we went to the Concert at Emmanuel Baptist Church to
hear the Watoto Children’s Choir from Uganda. Their story and about
the Watoto villages were most inspiring.
Adults and children spoke about the ‘New Life’ they had received
because of Jesus, our Saviour. They were rescued through the
churches and there are now 3 villages with 3000 orphaned children who
have been looked after and given an education. This has grown and
many poverty stricken women have been helped through their contact
with the different groups to overcome their conditions. Many teams visit
them from UK and around the world to assist them. God is showing
them the way.
The children, both young and older danced and sang about their faith
and what Jesus meant to them. Truly New Life in Christ !
(Donations were given) More info: www.Watoto.com/Watoto Church at Work)
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ROLLO WOODS
A MUSICAL CELEBRATION
7th APRIL 2018 3 pm - 9 pm
Music - singing - dancing - food at SWANAGE SCHOOL
High Street, Swanage BH19 2PH For more details contact
Chris Pullen 07757 266119 pullenswanage@gmail.com

All welcome.
FOLK & FUN for FAIRTRADE
Saturday 14th April, 2018
7.30 pm Corfe Castle Village Hall
Following the success of last year's Folk and Fun for Fairtrade evening we
are pleased to announce a second date.
The performers are Paul Openshaw, Zephyrae , The 4 D`s,
The Wareham Whalers, and David Kemp.
Tickets are £7 in advance, from Corfe Castle Village Stores Tel 481292
Brian Wilkins Tel 459440, or Anne Squires Tel 422882.
Tickets will be available on the night
subject to availability.
FUN RAISIN IN APRIL!
BEETLE DRIVE
Sat. 21st April URC Hall
6 - 8.30 pm
No skill or knowledge required so suitable for all and lots of fun. Do join
us and bring the family for a Fun Evening.
Tickets £5 – accompanied children free – to include a light supper.
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SHOEBOXES
This month we will concentrate
on collecting
Pretty items, Jewellery etc
and flannels
The collection box can now be found in the Vestibule

SWANAGE FOOD BANK
Please place your donations for the local Food Bank in the container in the
main vestibule. Non-perishable items please.
Items such as the following are always welcome
Jars and tins ~ marmalade or any spread
Small bags sugar ~ Coffee and tea
Tins cold meat, sardines, macaroni cheese, chunky soups, ets.
Tins custard, rice pudding, sponge puds, jellies, Angel Delight
Any biscuits, sweet or savoury, Rice, pasta
Toiletries - shower gel, shampoo, toothpaste
The box is being emptied on a regular basis.

Thank you for your generosity

TRAINING DAY
Join us at 7.30 pm on
Wednesday 11th April
and see how the defibrillator
can save lives.
Would you know what to do in an
emergency? Come and get
familiarised with this piece
of equipment.
You can’t harm anyone by using a defibrillator
but you could save their life.
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THE WAVE YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S
MINISTRY
The nights are drawing out and spring flowers
are appearing….always a heartening sight after
the dark winter months.
Many thanks to all of you who came to our
coffee morning at the end of January. It was great to see so many
people, we estimated about 50, and there was a lovely convivial
atmosphere. The games were fun and the cakes delicious so a big thank
you also to Trish, who masterminded it, and her team.
We hope you found the intern interviews informative. It was good to hear
about what they do and a bit about where it might lead them in the future.
It was a great opportunity to hear from Hannah too. We are very blessed
to have them all, both for their hard work and their enthusiasm.
All groups in Wave Kids and Wave Youth are still doing well and a Youth
Alpha course has been started giving our youngsters the chance to
explore and deepen their lives in Christ.
On February 8th the trustees and team met for an Away Day. We
appreciated being able to spend the time together revisiting the Wave
Vision and thinking about the future of the Wave Ministry and its further
development. We were joined for lunch by church leaders and were
encouraged by the ways in which they see The Wave benefiting the
town’s church, school and community life as a whole.
It is with delight we give heartiest congratulations to Berno and Lucy on
the safe arrival of baby Lara Grace born at 1.30am on February 14th –
joy for both parents and big sister Heidi.
A prayer meeting for The Wave is held at St Mark’s Church at 2.30pm on
the 1st Thursday of each month. Please join us if you are able. The next
one is probably Thursday 5th April.
ADVANCE NOTICE: The next Friends event will be the Summer BBQ:
16th June at All Saints. Do put this in your diaries now.
With all best wishes, Trish and Roni, (Wave Trustees)
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CHURCH DIARY April, 2018
Sunday

1st

6.30am

Tuesday
Saturday

3rd
7th

Sunday
Tuesday
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Saturday

8th
10th
12th
14th
15th
17th
21st

Sunday

22nd

Thursday

26th

6.30 am Sunrise Service on the beach, followed
By Breakfast at URC.
10.30am Easter Worship & Communion led by
Clare Downing, Synod Moderator
1.30 pm ‘CU Tuesday’ group meet in small hall.
3-9pm
Musical Celebration of Rollo Woods’ Life at the
Swanage School. See page 7 for details
10.30am Morning Worship led by David Edgington
7.30pm Meeting of Elders, Minister’s Vestry
7.00 pm Housegroup ‘Let’s Talk it Over’ Venue TBC.
7.30pm Folk & Fun for Fairtrade at Corfe Village Hall
10.30am Morning Worship led by Rev. Roger Parham
1.30pm
‘CU Tuesday’ group meet in small hall
6-8.30
‘Fun Raising’ Beetle Drive with light refreshments
in the hall
10.30am All-Age Worship led by Tim Marcus.
12.30pm Church Family Lunch
7.00pm
Housegroup. ‘Exploring the Bible’. Venue TBC

Friday
Sunday

27th
29th

TBA
10.30am

Block booking for ‘Sister Act’ at the Mowlem
Bible Society Service led by Anne Squires

May
Saturday
Sunday

5th
6th

10-12
10.30am

Coffee Morning & Cake Sale for Epilepsy Society
Joint service at the Methodist Church

The Calendar can be found on the Church website
at www.swanage-urc.co.uk
Please advise Jim of any last minute changes of date, time or venue
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday

Tuesday

9.45 am

Toddler Group

Ann Farrer 423691 ~ toddlers@swanage-urc.co.uk

5 pm

Beaver Colony

email: nicciewright@icloud.com

6.30 pm

Cub Scout Pack

David Postlethwaite 426312

7 pm

Scouts

Linda Buckley 423135

4.30 pm

Rainbows

Karen North 07953 408981

6 pm

Brownie Pack

Emily Gadd 07884 255351

7.30 - 9 pm

Guide Unit

Emily Gadd 07884 255351

Wednesday

7 - 9 pm

Explorers

Steven Gadd 421484

Saturday

9.30 am

Ukulele Group

Chris Pullen 423505

Sunday

10.15 am

Sunday Fun Club

Emily Gadd, Kyle Ingram
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CHURCH ROTAS
DATE

Elders Duty am

Communion

1st April

Gloria Marsh

John/Pat/John P

8th April

Jim Farrer

15th April

Nora James

22nd April

Ann Farrer

29th April

Pat Foster

6th May

pm

At the Methodist Church
Stewards

Musicians am

Power Point

1st April

Charlie

Music Group

Paul

8th April

Sue

Music Group

Davina

15th April

Mary

Music Group

Davina

22nd April

Charlie

Music Group

Tim

29th April

Pat

Music Group

John S.

6th May

1st April

N/A

N/A

N/A

Cleaning

Coffee

PA

Purbeck V.School

Maureen/Phyl

Trevor

Junior Church

Elizabeth/Jasm.

Elizabeth/Lesley

Davina

Donalda/Davina /Ann Y

Graham

8th April
15th April

Volunteer

22nd April
29th April

Volunteer

Maureen/Phyl

SUNDAY FUN CLUB

John S.
SUNDAY FUN CLUB

1st April

Emily

Kyle

22nd April AAW

8th April

Emily

Kyle

29th April

Emily

15th April

Emily

Kyle

6th May

N/A
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Kyle

COFFEE MORNING
and Home made Cake
Sale

Saturday 5th May
From 10 am until 12 noon.
This coffee morning and Homemade cake sale is to raise funds for the
Epilepsy Society. Pat Foster would be very pleased to receive offers of
help on the day and some cakes to sell.

Any Questions? A date for your diary!
Tuesday, 29th MAY 7.30 at Methodist Church
(Coffee/Refreshments from 7.00 pm)
We look forward to the visit of Rev Rose Hudson-Wilkin to Swanage on
Tuesday 29th May. Rev Rose is Chaplain to the Speaker of the House of
Commons and Chaplain to the Queen and is responsible for leading
prayers at The Houses of Parliament. She is also a frequent contributor
to BBC's THOUGHT FOR THE DAY on the Today programme.
Rev Rose is an Ordained Anglican Priest, and apart from her
Parliamentary duties she has care for a church in London's East End. She
was born in Jamaica and came to England in her teens.
We have invited Rev Rose to talk about Faith and Politics—should
Christians, individually or as part of the Church, get involved in local
and/or national politics? I was extremely impressed with a TV interview
she took part in last year - she is a committed Christian whose faith really
does dominate her thinking. This is likely to be a popular evening so get
there early! The session will take place at the Methodist Church and
coffee etc., will be available from 7 pm.
David Edgington
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Extracts from Simon’s Eulogy
Miriam Brown ~ 2nd January 1919 ~ 17th January 2018
Miriam was a loving mother, a loving grandmother, a friend, a neighbour, a fellow
member of this church; however we knew her, we have reason to give thanks to God for
the privilege of knowing and of loving Miriam and for the joy of knowing her love in return.
Miriam was born not far from here in the family home in Manor Farm Lane, Kinson. And
there she was raised alongside her older brothers and sisters. Miriam was actually the
youngest of 5 children (2 boys and 3 girls).
The White family ran the village store, post office and bakery and Miriam’s father, William,
was the baker. Sadly when Miriam was only 12 years of age her father was killed in a
road accident when he was out delivering his bread.
Miriam was educated at Poole Grammar School and like her sisters she thought nothing
of cycling the 5 miles to and from school. In due course she followed her mother and
elder sister’s example and took up a career in education. For a year she studied at the
Rachel Macmillan Teacher Training School for nursery school teachers in Deptford,
South East London - which proved to be something of an eye-opener for Miriam, being in
an underprivileged part of London.
Perhaps the highlight of Miriam’s life came when she met a certain Reg Brown of
Swanage. They married in September 1942 at East Howe Congregational Church.
Exactly how Miriam and Reg first met has always been something of a mystery, something of a secret that they held dear to themselves. But their love blossomed and in due
course they were blessed with the arrival of children Alec and Roberta.
Once married Miriam was able to live and work near to where Reg was stationed. He’d
enlisted in the forces on 1st January 1940 at Weymouth, along with Arthur Hancock and
five others from Swanage. Other Friendships from wartime years were long lasting too,
notably with Swanage couple Robert and Bunnie Weeks; and Elsa from Germany who
had become marooned in Britain on her way to America at the outbreak of war.
Early in 1946 Miriam and Reg moved to Swanage and Reg returned to his job at SladeWest, Solicitors. For most of his life he remained there as a Legal Executive as he did
later when it became Humphries Kirk & Miller.
In 1953 Miriam, Reg and the family moved to Victoria Avenue Swanage. Sadly Reg was
called to higher service in 1993, and Miriam continued to live in their Victoria Avenue
home until she moved to live in The Old Rectory Home along at Langton Matravers.
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She grew up with and loved the Guiding organisation and never gave it up. For many
years, she was the bookings secretary for the Swanage Guide Hut, living almost next
door, and she was a founder member of Swanage Trefoil Guild. She always appreciated
the friendship of other members and keenly supported the move of local Guiding to Bell
Street.
Another very real interest was folk dancing. From beginnings at Skinner Street church hall
in Poole as a schoolgirl, until she joined the local English Folk Dance and Song Society
when she first moved to Swanage. Though she never liked it to be known as ‘The Folk
Club’.
She would delight in going to gatherings and dances regularly in Langton Village Hall
which was a favourite venue. And in recent years, whilst living at The Old Rectory, she
really appreciated being taken across the road to the Village Hall to be amongst the
music and the dancers. In recent years, she particularly loved to be taken for a car ride
around Purbeck. Actually it’s said that, for Miriam, cars had a strange magical quality
which probably only a non-driver can appreciate.
Above all else Miriam was very much a family person – always glad to hear news,
especially of the children, from family and visitors. Over the years she loved to see and
share with others. Our church’s own Gloria Marsh called regularly to share the sacrament
of Communion with her.
But as we remember the richness of her life we do well to recall the richness of Miriam’s
great faith and her church service. She was a much-loved member of this church - one of
the few people who looked forward to, and wanted to sit in the front row at Church
Meetings.
Miriam knew, and owned with certainty, that wonderful promise of Jesus that his faithful
believers will have peace, peace that surpasses all understanding - a perfect peace.
From God she came – to God she has returned.

Toddlers’ Birthdays for April
Logan Gibson – 2nd April
Odin Hill – 3rd April
Rowan Hoad – 18th April
Amelie Mack – 21st April
We hope you all have a good time on your special day

The new Toddler term will start on Monday 16th April
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FAIRTRADE COFFEE
Have you spotted CaféDirect on the
supermarket shelves recently? They have
a great new look but the Fairtrade coffee
inside is just as good as it’s always been.
And that’s not all! At the end of last year,
Emily in our Media team spoke to
CaféDirect about their fantastic INSPIRE
programme in Peru.
Recently, the farmer-led charity the Cafédirect Producers’ Foundation
(CPF) received support from both the Fairtrade Foundation and Big
Lottery Fund for its latest endeavour: the INSPIRE programme in Peru. In
co-operation with key partners in Peru, CPF has been working directly
with its nine Fairtrade-certified smallholder co-ops in the country.
They’ve created three farmer training centres called ‘Centres of
Excellence’ built to share the best coffee knowledge and practices with
the local farmers. This means your cup of coffee is always the best
quality it can be.
The INSPIRE programme is also
addressing the problem of an ageing
farming population in Peru by passing
knowledge on to the next generation.
They're focusing on supporting more
women to become coffee farmers too.
Mrs Silvia (pictured ) is a farmer who promotes coffee farming by
teaching others how best practices and innovations can be used to keep
their high coffee quality.
When you buy Fairtrade Coffee you are supporting people like Mrs. Silvia
in Peru training others how to grow good coffee.

By improving livelihoods and always aiming for the co-operatives to be
inclusive of everyone, the Centres of Excellence are ensuring a bright
future in coffee farming. The yearly investments of the Fairtrade
Foundation, Cafédirect and others are crucial for the CPF to continue its
work.
15
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Motherhood by any other name…
(Talk by Olivia Marcus on Mothering Sunday)
for those who were unable to be with us.
It is Mothering Sunday NOT Mothers' Day....because for us in church at least,
though today is a day when we do celebrate and thank God for our mothers, we
celebrate even more the huge army of people who mother us....
Our Old Testament reading highlights the truth that, in the words of an African saying, it takes a village to raise a child, as it gives us a picture of the baby Moses
receiving love, care and nurture from not one but three mother figures – and I'm
confident that it's worked that way for lots of people. Each one of us needs so much
love, care and encouragement…
Today can be difficult for many people. Some people have never known their
mothers, or lost them along time ago. Some people have children who have
disappointed them, or whom they have disappointed. Some people have longed for
children but found that it couldn’t work out...or have suffered the awful pain of
losing a much loved child.
My Mum’s cousin is one of those who falls into a few of these things; after many
years, she was unable to have children, but only this last week, her and her husband
have successfully managed to adopt 2 very young children whose own mother was
unable to look after them. She’s become a mother in a different way to many.
Life is often messy, never perfect, - and families are just the same. But the message
today is that family exists where people are loving towards one another – not just
where there are mum, dad and children. You see, you really don't have to be a
woman, let alone a MOTHER, to share in that important work - it's something we
can all do...
Jesus brings us together as a true family through his loving care and the family he
establishes is the family that's here today...the Church. In this family, we can and
should share in the work of mothering… That is what we celebrate today.
Mothering Sunday is about ALL those who mother us, women, men and children –
those who care for us, who teach us and help us to grow. We go on needing people
like that whether we're 1 or 100 so let's ask God to help us to share his work of
mothering, of loving and caring for one another and let's make our church a true
family where all are welcome. If we remember our Old Testament reading the many
from the New Testament stories - and we look at the list of things that we have put
down on our board, the list of things we think about when we think of mothering
grows ever longer. Mothering is all those things, and more.
Contd…….
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Without someone to do those things for us – without someone to look out for our
interests, to help us, to protect us; without someone to enable us to learn our purpose
in life, without someone to have trust, faith, and joy with; without someone who will
love us enough to let us go our own way; without someone to take the risk of loving
us, even knowing that that love may bring them pain; without someone to look after
us if we’re sad – without someone to do those things for us, we are missing
something crucial. And if we ourselves have nobody for whom we can do these
things, we are also missing out. In the words of Moses’ mother children are
“beautiful before God”.
If mothering were only done by mothers, it would be very hard for everyone to
receive the love and guidance that we need to become the people we are meant to be.
As a church community, we are called into a role of mothering that sometimes might
need to be just as challenging as the mothers in today’s readings.
So on Mothering Sunday, we remember all those people who mother us.

Wessex Synod News
Mission Shaped Church on Saturday 21 April 2018
at Fareham URC. 10 am – 2.30 pm.
This is a vision day with a difference. The morning session will be led by Mary Thomas
and Ray Stanyon, and the afternoon session will be led by Linda Rayner.
Reflecting on the context of your local church and imagining new ways to ‘do’ church to
build bridges between the wider community and our faith community more effectively.
Mental Health Awareness Day: Reducing Stigma, Resourcing the Church
on Saturday 28 April 2018 at Woking URC. 10 am – 4 pm.
Following the success of the Mental Health Awareness Day last year we are excited to
provide another opportunity to engage with the issues. There will be a market place for
resources and three workshop sessions The Programme and Booking Form can be
downloaded from the synod website.
Day for Church Secretaries on Saturday 12 May 2018 at Fleet URC. 10am – 3pm.
Exploring expectations of the role and how to serve more effectively. For those who are
new to the role or would like a refresher and would like to share ideas with others.
Synod Quiet Day for all members and Ministers on Saturday 19 May 2018 at
Wisdom House in Romsey. 10am – 3.45pm.
‘Wait here! Preparing for Pentecost’ led by Clare Downing. Cost: £15 including
lunch. Flier and booking forms available to download from the Synod Website.
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Centaur
Financial
Services Ltd.

The
Besom
in Purbeck

Mortgages - Insurances
Investments - Pensions
Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

We recycle good
condition furniture, linen,
kitchen items including
white goods,
to those in need

49 Station Road
Swanage
BH19 1AD
Tel. (01929) 425818

Contact details

KEVIN LARGE B.Sc. (Econ) A.C.I.B.

Financial Director

Tel: 07519 977732
purbeckbesom@gmail.com

OUR HALLS ARE AVAILABLE TO HIRE
Contact Jeanne Harrison
on 01929 424404

www.swanage-urc.co.uk
and click on the 360° view to see the rooms

Our Facebook page can be found at
Swanage United Reformed Church
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Thinking of selling your property?

For FREE ADVICE, in complete confidence
and without obligation - contact

The Property Professionals
Associate offices in Wareham and London

Tel. 01929 422284

Cancare

www.corbens.co.uk

Cancer Support Group for the
Isle of Purbeck

We are a small local Charity formed in1989 to assist
cancer patients, their families and friends
If you are a Cancer Patient, or you know someone who is,
and are in need of help please contact us
Vikki Fooks
01929 761860

Gill Norman
01929 424692

Registered Charity No. 1014636

buy

did you know that whenever you
buy online you could be raising a
donation for the Church; and it
won’t cost you anything?
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/swanageurc

Cover photo: - © Andy Farrer - Corfe Castle through the arch (www.andyfarrer.co.uk)

