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Swanage URC is  proud to be a Fairtrade Church

JAMES SMITH
FUNERAL

DIRECTORS
Monumental Masons

Independent Family
Owned Business
Established 1892

Offering a caring and
professional service

Private Chapels of Rest
Floral Tributes

Memorials

Provider of the Dorset
Funeral Plans

Telephone 01929 422445
For Day & Night Service
ALL AREAS COVERED

email:
office@jamessmithfunerals.co.uk

www.funeraldirector.co.uk

You can find a
Traidcraft Stall in the 
hall on most Sunday 

mornings

26 Station Road
Swanage, Dorset

BH19 1AG
Tel: 426377

For ALL your
household needs

Members of the
British Hardware Federation

 Immersion Heaters, 
 Cylinders, 
 Cold Water Tanks
 Ball Valves, 
 Showers, 
 Bathroom Installations
 Washing Machine and 

Dishwasher Installations, 
 Outside Taps and more.

KD
Plumbing and 
Heating

Call Kevin 8 am to 10 pm - 7 days
Mobile 0747-512-8249 or 01929 448548

www.funeraldirector.co.uk
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Pastoral Letter      December 2017/January 2018

The other day I opened my large and somewhat 
cluttered cupboard to pick up my Hoover to do the 
floors.  When I moved the Hoover a large box came 
down and believe it or not it was my Christmas tree.  
I then started to notice the adverts on the TV and 
I realised with a bang it’s that time of year again.  I then 
moved on to think of the busyness ahead. The 
shopping, cleaning, cooking, who to invite, what to buy 
for presents and I remembered a Prayer I had read 
from an anonymous Pray-er -
“Lord, I am going to be busy today. I have the children to dress, breakfast 
to prepare,.  the washing to do and the house to clean. The shopping will 
take an hour....I have an appointment with the dentist. Oh dear ! What 
shall we have for lunch.... we can't have sausages again”.  

Have you ever felt like this, especially as the busy season approaches.                          
You are not on your own. Whether you are a young Mum, a working Wife, 
or have 'retired' (and probably busier than ever) we all seem to be so 
busy that sometimes our prayers are forgotten, or rushed or sound dry 
and feel empty.  Prayer can sometimes seem to be dry as dust. That may 
be perhaps because we have never seen Prayer for what it is – the     
individual heartfelt response to God in ALL experiences of life.  As we 
Pray, God is there to stoop down and lift our lives, give us new horizons 
as He gives us new strength to cope. Prayers start right where we are 
and we can use our busyness and offer that to God.  We need to get 
things into perspective, get our priorities right.  The season is about 
Jesus' birth, a time of looking forward. The long awaited Messiah had 
come and yet His birth is almost forgotten in all the preparations for the 
season ahead.  Let us not be guilty of that this year.  Let us Pray that 
God will give us peace and serenity to cope with the busyness of     
Christmas but help us also to remember His birth and the true meaning   
of Christmas.  Let’s not forget to put the Christ in Christmas.

We also look forward at this time, in anticipation, to a New Year with a 
new beginning and a new clean sheet to start the year with.   Perhaps we 
have made New Year Resolutions and even before the clock finishes 
chiming in the New Year we have broken them.  We will let the New Year 
in and have celebrations and toast each other but we also have a hope 
for the future.  A hope for a better year for some, a hope for better health 
or a better  lifestyle, whatever our hope is, whatever our expectations let’s 
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look forward  to being more inclusive to others whom we will meet .  We 
could try to read God's Word more often and Pray daily, for it’s in these 
things we find the strength to do God's work and to strengthen our faith. 
Be surprised by the result, feel refreshed and renewed and ready for 
what lies ahead.

Many blessings to you all for Christmas and the New Year and I hope it is
for you a time full of fun, laughter and sharing.    

I finish with a poem for New Year.

A New Year's Plan
I tried to think of a clever new phrase—
A slogan to inspire the next 365 days,

A motto to live by this coming New Year,
But the catchy words fell flat to my ear.

And then I heard His still small voice
Saying, "Consider this simple, daily choice:

With each new dawn and close of day
Make new your resolve to trust and obey."

"Don't look back caught in regret
Or dwell on the sorrow of dreams unmet;

Don't stare forward anchored by fear,
No, live in this moment, for I am here."

I am everything you need. Everything, I am.
You are held secure by my strong hand.
Give me this one thing—your all in all;

Into my grace, let yourself fall."

So, at last I'm ready; I see the way.
it's to daily follow, trust, and obey.

I enter the New Year armed with a plan,
To give him my everything. All that I am.

Mary Fairchild

God Bless you all  
Margaret Leivesley

Pat Herbert wishes everyone a very Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year.  
She hopes to see you all in January when she returns.
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Church Family News  

Please continue to remember the following members and friends in your 
prayers:

 Jean Chinchen, Jeanne Harrison, Martyn & Ellen Green, Juliet Tasker, 
Pat Foster, Betty Norman, Miriam Brown, Brian Davis, Jack Hancocks, 
Sid Postlethwaite, Gloria Marsh, Alicia Franklin, Pat Haggerty’s     
granddaughter, Charlotte, Bob Damer, Andrea Pratt. Gaia Pope’s family.

We were sorry to hear of the death of Ethel Burden in hospital on          
Wednesday 15th November. We send our sympathy to family and friends. 
Ethel was a long time member of our church and will be much missed by all.    
Ethel’s funeral service will be held at church on Friday 1st December at 11 am.

Church and Community Prayers

 We pray for all who will lead and organise Christmas and New Year       
services that they will bring hope and inspiration to many at this time of 
world turmoil and sadness.

 We ask for God’s blessing on the Elders appointed at the November 
church meeting as they carry out their duties and thank them for their          
willingness to lead us during the interregnum.

 We remember the work of Christian Aid amongst refugees and those who 
try to help asylum seekers when they have escaped from persecution.

 Also please pray for our own Refugee family in Swanage & their helpers.
Do support the Village Quire as they give a concert for Christian Aid.

 We pray for all the teams and Worship Preparation groups who organise 
many of our services, particularly Emily, Kyle and the children, especially 
remembering the WAVE interns in their work for young people.

Country and World Concerns:

 We remember in our prayers all the people organising Food Banks around 
the country and thank  those who have supplied the food.  We hope all 
those struggling will at least be fed during this period of festivities.

 We pray that the change in leadership in Harare, Zimbabwe will progress 
peacefully and not descend into violence.

 We remember the people in Iraq and Iran where lives were lost in the
terrible earthquake in November.  So many people have suffered in this
way in several countries.  We pray that they will be given enough help by       
their government and the Aid agencies to help in their recovery.

 Lastly we pray for all those who do not recognise or ignore the coming of
Jesus, our Lord & Saviour at Christmastime that his light may shine on     
them. 
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Christmas Celebrations

Sunday December 3rd
10.30 am  Readings & Carols Joint Service with

Methodist friends.

Sunday December 10th 
10.30 am Morning Worship & Communion led by                            

Margaret Leivesley.
4 pm The Purbeck Village Quire at URC for Christian Aid 

6.30 pm Carols by Candelight Parade Service

Saturday 16th December
10 am to 4.00 pm Christmas Fun Day

for all primary school age children - (full details page 8)
Main Hall 

Sunday December 17th 
10.30 am Nativity Service led by Emily Gadd & young people.

Followed by lunch

Sunday December 24th - Christmas Eve
10.30 am Songs of Praise - your choices.

(To be sent by13th December to John Foster or Chris Pullen.)

6.00 pm Christingle Service led by Emily Gadd & young people

10.00 am Christmas Day Morning service 
Led by Olivia Marcus

Sunday, December 31st New Year’s Eve 
10.30 Morning Worship led by John Foster.

A Happy Christmas to you all
From  your Editors          

Maureen & Mary
& Thanks to Jim  for printing

the Link Magazine
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Christmas Fun Day
Saturday, 16th December - 10 am to 4.00 pm

United Reformed Church Hall.

URC Hall for all primary school aged children. A FREE DAY which will be 
stuffed full of cooking, craft games and other activities based on the 
message of Christmas!

What can I do as a church member?

1. Advertise it to your family and friends who have the correct aged            
children

2.      Consider coming to help, we are having slots for helpers :
10 am - 12 pm - we will need help with welcoming, signing in, fun   
worship and cooking activities in the morning.

12 pm - 2 pm - to sit with the children over lunch and chat with them and 
to help set up and clean up tables after lunch.

2 pm - 4 pm - to help on craft or food decorating stations and to tidy up
4 pm - 4.30 pm to help with the last clear up push when the children have left.

We are hosting a Christmas Fun Day 
on Saturday 16th December, 

10.00 am to 4 pm
United Reformed Church Hall

With help from the WAVE.            

4th Swanage Guides
You are invited to a      

Thanksgiving Dinner
Saturday 2nd December in the church hall.  
Tickets must be bought in advance for this 
3 course meal and entertainment in a 
Traditional American Style by the Guides.
Cost £10 adults, £5 children.  
Please contact Emily for tickets.
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Salute the New-born King

Celebrate the Christmas Season with
The Purbeck Village Quire

(Victorian West Gallery Quire.)
Listen to Victorian Purbeck Carols ~  with familiar 

Carols ~ join in with Traditional Carols 

Celebrate the Joy of Christmas with the                                      
Swanage Town Band

Wednesday. 13th December at                 
Swanage Methodist Church at 7.30 pm

Free Admission.     Mince Pies, Tea & Coffee available.
Retiring Collection for Church Building Fund & a local cancer charity

4 pm Sunday 10th December
Swanage United Reformed Church

Refreshments
Entry £5 - proceeds to Christian Aid
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CHRISTMAS ‘SONGS OF PRAISE’ 
10.30am Sunday 24th December 2017

This year, since Christmas Eve is on Sunday, the Morning Service will take 
the form of a ‘Songs of Praise’ celebration.

In order to make this happen, suggestions from members of the 
congregation are requested for their favourite Carols (possibly some less 
popular ones) as well as readings. We ask you to be prepared to come up 
and tell us all the reason(s) for your choice, or if it is a reading ~ to read it as 
part of the celebration. (we won’t ask for solos for any carols!). 
We will conclude with a short epilogue/closing thought. 

Please, therefore, think of a carol you would like us to                               
sing on the morning of 24th December, or a reading or
verse you would like to share and let either Chris Pullen or                                          
John Foster know by Wednesday 13th December, so that we can                                     
arrange the order of service etc. for 10.30 am on December 24th.

DECEMBER MOVIE MAGIC 
9th December, Church Hall, High Street

4.30 - 6.30 pm
Our Christmas Movie is THE POLAR EXPRESS, 
and if you’ve not seen it before you’re in for a treat!
“A doubting young boy embarks on a magical              
adventure to the North Pole on the Polar Express.     
During his adventure he learns about friendship,          
bravery and the Spirit of Christmas, which shows him 
that the wonder of life never fades for those who          
believe.”
There will be an interval for Ice-Cream, Pop Corn, or 
even a cuppa for us oldies, included in the entry donation.  As usual    
suggested donation for children and accompanying adult £2.50, 
unaccompanied adults £3. As for all events transport can be arranged.
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Dear WAVE Friends and Supporters, 

It was wonderful to see so many of you at the Commissioning service on the 1st of October.  Thank 
you all so much for coming and showing continued interest and support for the Youth and Kids 
work in our town.

Last month, we introduced the Trustees to you, this month, we’d like to introduce the team. 

As they appear from left to right – in their own words - mostly; 
Kyle Ingram - Wave Kids Intern
Kyle is from Salisbury and has spent many years perfecting his 
children's work skills at the Bridge Project. He's a keen musician 
and a bowling wizard, and he's also pretty good with puppets, so 
expect to see Kyle wowing the crowds at Notelets.
Bethany Passmore- Wave Kids Intern
Bethany is from Somerset and has spent 2 years working with 
kids at Yeovil Family Church. Bethany loves all things crafty, 
enjoys reading and writing and is "well excited" to be living by 
the sea. On top of it all, she also drives a mini!
Rich Docherty is the Youth Minister at Emmanuel Baptist Church 
He leads The Wave Youth for School Years 10-13. Married with 3 kids; he loves rocking out on 
bass, going all Ray Mears in the outdoors and sharing the good news about Jesus.
Rob Foster - Children's Ministry Leader
Rob heads up the full-time team and considers himself to be a bit of a traveller. He's set himself 
the goal of going to all the continents in the world (except for Antarctica, because that would be 
"crazy!") and only has one left: Australia. He also enjoys music and making a fool of himself           
playing sport..
Berno Vierbergen is the Youth Minister for the Anglican Team
He heads up The Wave Youth for folk in School Years 7-9. He's into all things outdoors, and can 
be found behind a camera lens, exploring Purbeck with his wife and baby or sharing the difference 
Jesus has made in his life.
Jemma Gould - Wave Kids Intern 
Jemma is from Devon and has just completed her first internship with our friends at Wave Youth. 
She's made the switch to Wave Kids for this next academic year and she's going to be awesome! 
She loves photography, singing and talking to anyone who will listen.
Hannah Fenton – part-time Youth worker
Hannah has joined us all the way from the Isle of Wight and will be working with Rich and Berno. 
She’s really enjoying her new job with the WAVE, and is excited to see all that God has in store for 
her. She is creative and loves making things of all sorts, and a lot of her friends call her Fenty.

As well as delivering an exciting first half term, the team members continue to attend training 
courses as part of their internship to help them develop in their own ministry. 

With all best wishes Trish and Roni
THE WAVE YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S MINISTRY – Registered Charity no 1159904

October 2017
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WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Monday 9.45 am Toddler Group Janet McCauley 425010

5 pm Beaver Colony email: nicciewright@icloud.com

6.30 pm Cub Scout Pack David Postlethwaite 426312

7 pm Scouts Linda Buckley 423135

Tuesday 4.30 pm Rainbows Karen North 07953 408981

6 pm Brownie Pack Emily Gadd 07884 255351

7.30 - 9 pm Guide Unit Emily Gadd 07884 255351

Saturday 9.30 am Ukulele Group Chris Pullen 423505

Sunday 10.15 am Sunday Fun Club Emily Gadd, Kyle Ingram

CHURCH DIARY DECEMBER, 2017

Saturday
Sunday

Tuesday
Wed.

Saturday
Sunday

Saturday
Sunday

Sunday

Monday

Sunday

January
Sunday

2nd
3rd

5th
6th

9th
10th

16th
17th

24th

25th

31st

7th

evening
10.30

7.30pm
3.30pm

4.30pm
10.30

4.00pm
6.30pm
10-4pm
10.30

10.30
6.00pm
10.00

10.30 

10.30 

4th Swanage Guides Thanksgiving Dinner
Joint service of Advent Readings and Carols
with Methodists at URC.
Meeting of Elders.
Informal meeting with the residents of Burr Stone 
Mead - (Carols and stories) led by A. Marriott.
Movie Magic– The Polar Express at URC hall.
Morning Worship and Communion led by 
Margaret Leivesley.
Concert by Village Quire for Christian Aid.
Carols by Candlelight Parade Service.
Christmas Fun Day at URC Halls.
‘Nativity’ service led by Emily Gadd and the          
children and church family followed by lunch.
Christmas Eve Songs of Praise.
Christingle Service for all the family. 
Christmas Day service led by Olivia Marcus.

New Year’s Eve Informal café style service in 
the Main Hall.

Joint Covenant Service at the Methodist Church

The Calendar can be found on the Church website
at www.swanage-urc.co.uk

Please advise Jim of any last minute changes of date, time or venue
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SUNDAY FUN CLUB

Dec 3 Emily/Kyle All-Age

Dec 17 All-Age

SUNDAY FUN CLUB

Dec 24 Emily/Kyle  

Dec 31 All-Age

DATE Elders Duty am Communion pm

Dec  3 Ann

Dec 10 Gloria Ann, Jim & Nora 6.30  Nora

Dec 17 Mary

Dec 24 Jim 6.00 Bec

Dec 25 TBC

Dec 31 Pat Foster Service in Main Hall

Stewards Musicians am Vision P/P

Dec  3 Mary & Charlie Music Group John

Dec 10 Shirley & Nora Music Group am Paul,             
pm Emily/Jasmine

Dec 17 Ruth & Mary Music Group Jasmine/Emily

Dec 24 Mary & Charlie Music Group am       John
pm Emily/Jasmine

Dec 25 TBC Music Group Tim

Dec 31 Ruth & Mary Music Group John

Cleaning Coffee PA

Dec 3 Purbeck V School Elizabeth & Lesley Davina

Dec 10 Maureen & Phyl S. Trevor

Dec 17 Judy Donalda/Davina Graham

CHURCH ROTAS   DECEMBER 2017

Dec 24 Junior Church Jasmine/Eliza

Dec 31 Maureen & Alan Graham
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CHURCH DIARY JANUARY, 2018
Services in January will be held in our Main Hall

Sunday
Tuesday
Thursday

Saturday
Sunday
All week
Tuesday
Sunday

Sunday

FEB.
Sunday
Sunday

7th
9th

11th

13th 
14th
18th

16th
21st
28th

4th
11th

10.30am
7.30pm
7.30pm

6.00pm
10.30am
TBC
1.30pm
10.30am

10.30am

10.30am
10.30am

Joint Covenant Service at the Methodist Church.
Meeting of  Elders.
Let’s Talk it Over’ - Results of  questionnaire.
At 10 Ballard Estate (John & Pat’s home).
New Year Fun Night in Main Hall.
Morning Worship led by Leslie Gibbons.
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.
‘CU Tuesday’ starts again in small hall.
Morning Worship & Communion led by
John Foster.
All-Age Iona style Worship led by Donalda
Plowman & Davina Freedman.

Morning Worship led by Revd. Peter Burtwell.
UNITED Churches Together in Swanage 
Service at URC.

The Commissionaire of Police, Martyn Underhill, has expressed his 
gratitude to the people of Swanage who gave their time to search for            
Gaia Pope, the young 19 year old who disappeared from the town.

A special thank you to the people of our Church for opening the church 
and providing refreshments for the searchers on several evenings.
Sadly Gaia was not alive when found. 

UKULELES GROUP

We would like to thank everyone who 
supported us and  contributed to the total 
of £418 raised for Children in Need on 
Saturday,  18th November when we played 
outside Harry Ramsden’s restaurant.  (we 
could be heard in the High Street too).   
There weren’t a lot of people shopping at 
the time, but many of those who were, 
stopped and listened for a while and some even joined in singing with us.   
Even more importantly, our church friends helped to raise the total on Sunday.
Many thanks Elizabeth & Chris



15

CHURCH ROTAS   JANUARY, 2018

DATE Elders Duty am Communion pm

Jan  7 Joint at Methodist

Jan 14 John

Jan 21 Gloria Chris, Eddie, Nora

Jan 28 Margaret

Feb  4 TBC

Stewards Musicians am Vision P/P

Jan  7 N/A N/A N/A

Jan 14 Mary & Charlie Music Group TBC

Jan 21 Shirley & Nora Music Group John

Jan 28 Ruth & Mary Music Group Donalda/Davina

Feb  4 Mary & Charlie Music Group TBC

Music Group

Cleaning Coffee PA

Jan  7 Purbeck V.School Joint at Methodist N/A

Jan 14 Volunteer ? Donalda/Davina Graham

Jan 21 Judy Maureen & Phyl TBC

Jan 28 Volunteer  ? Junior Church TBC

Feb 4 Purbeck V.School Elizabeth & Lesley TBC

Jan  7  N/A

Jan 14 Emily/Kyle 

Jan 21 Emily/Kyle

SUNDAY FUN CLUB

Jan 28 All-Age

Feb  4 Emily/Kyle

SUNDAY FUN CLUB
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TODDLER GROUP

As some of you are aware the Toddler Group has 
been going for 20 years. So many children can now 
have up to 30 hours at pre-school and for the first 
time we no longer have a waiting list and our 
numbers have dropped off.

I am afraid that some of us are getting older and feel 
it is now time to stop doing Toddlers. 

Janet who started Toddlers with Betty Scott 20 years ago now feels that the time 
is right for her to retire.  Along with Janet deciding to retire, Nora and Sue feel 
that it is time for them to hang up the nappies.  So at the end of term which is 
11th December 2017 Janet, Nora and Sue will be retiring.

At a recent Elders meeting it was decided that they would look into the                
possibility of continuing with the Toddler Group in some shape or form. They 
will speak to parents reference the running of Toddlers before the end of term.

We would like to thank all our parents for their help and support through the 
years and wish them and their family's all the best for 2018.

Toddler Birthdays for December 

Megan Titley 27-12-2014    Matilda Mawson 31-12-2014

Janet and the Toddler Team

Elders discussed the situation regarding the Toddler Group and committed 
themselves to do their best to try and find a way to keep the Group running. 
They realised that the task ahead would be difficult. At this time of change, and 
while seeking a new minister, every effort needs to be made. The Eldership 
acknowledges the tremendous work that the Toddler Team has done over very 
many years, and fully understand why some of the team have decided to retire. 
We thank them on behalf of the entire church.                                                Jim

The Vacancy Group are working hard on matters relating to the Ministerial
Vacancy. The Pastorate Profile is in the process of being prepared. A draft 
document will be available for everyone to look at, and comments will be invited. 
It is expected that this first stage will be complete during February.
Several meetings have been held with the Interim Moderator and colleagues from 
the two other Churches.
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WORLD SCOUT                            
JAMBOREE

Jasmine has been selected to 
participate in the World Scout 

Jamboree in 2019. 
"The 24th World Scout Jamboree will be held in West Virginia, USA, 
and will be an adventure beyond anything you can imagine. It is to be 
hosted jointly between Boy Scouts of America, Scouts Canada and the 
Scout Association of Mexico.

The Jamboree will take place on 22nd July – 2nd August 2019 at The 
Summit Bechtel Family National Scout Reserve in West Virginia, USA."

Jasmine was extremely keen to go to the Jamboree after her Dad,         
Stephen, went to the last World Scout Jamboree in Japan as an              
International Service Team member. This time Stephen decided to 
apply for Unit Leader in order to take Scouts and Explorers to the   
Jamboree and got through the adult selection process. Throughout it 
all Jasmine was keen for him to go but quite determined to go herself 
too!

Those of you that know Jasmine are aware that she is both a Guide
and a Scout; she has achieved her Gold Scout Award and has almost 
finished her Baden Powell Award with Guides. She is a keen camper, 
loves anything adventurous and is personable and inclusive, all                    
qualities that have helped her get through the process.

In order to go to the Jamboree, Scouts had to be in a certain age                
category and then complete a long application form. They then had a 
weekend selection camp. At this camp they were scored all weekend 
long. They had points for participation, leadership skills, teamwork 
and much more. Jasmine went, along with half a dozen other scouts 
and explorers from Swanage to the selection camp and threw herself 
into it wholeheartedly. Arriving in the dark and putting up her tent, she 
joined in with the campfire singing, completed pioneering projects, 
teamwork challenges and was a good team player and leader.  She 
even woke up early and made all the adults a hot drink - you know how 
hard it is for Jasmine to wake up early!

Out of the 120+ children that went on the selection weekend, only 63 
were able to go to America.
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NEW YEAR FUN NIGHT
SAT. 13TH JANUARY 6 - 8.30 pm

Everybody is invited to an evening of Fun and Laughter to 
suit all ages.

Games and Entertainment and a
Faith Supper.

(i.e.: Bring some sandwiches, cakes
or sausage rolls,

drinks will be provided.)
We might have a Raffle………..

They finished the camp at noon on Sunday and then spent a tense 
afternoon and early evening awaiting the phone call to see if she 
managed to get in. Awkwardly, Stephen, being part of the team, 
already knew if she was going or not but had chosen for her to have 
the full experience of awaiting a call from a leader and so tried to avoid 
the family on his return and made his own phone calls to those who 
both had and hadn't got past selection.

Upon hearing that she had a place, Jasmine spent several minutes 
running and dancing around the house, telling everyone in sight and 
now very much looks forward to going in two years’ time. Over the 
next two years, Jasmine and the other Explorers who got through, will 
be doing as much fundraising as they can to reach the £3,600 they 
each need to cover the cost of attending this 3 week long experience.

We know the people of the church are always so supportive of  
anything our children do and Jasmine will be arranging some events 
that she would love you to attend and help her raise this figure - so 
watch this space!                                                               Emily Gadd

The members and friends of the Wareham United Reformed Church 
send every their Blessings for Christmas and the New Year
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WEEK OF PRAYER FOR                              
CHRISTIAN UNITY

JANUARY 18 – 25, 2018                                                     
Your Right Hand, O Lord,

Glorious in Power (Exodus 15:6)

The theme for the 2018 Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity, "Your Right Hand, O Lord, Glorious in Power," is taken from the 
book of  Exodus 15:6. The resources for this year's Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity have been prepared by the churches of the Caribbean. 

Throughout the Biblical narrative of salvation, an unmistakable motif is 
the unrelenting determination of the Lord to form a people whom He 
could call His own, people united in a sacred covenant with God,   The 
prophets repeatedly remind Israel that their covenant demanded that      
relationships among its  various social groups should be characterized by 
justice, compassion and mercy.  Reconciliation often demands repentance, 
reparation and healing of memories.

As Jesus prepared to seal the new covenant in His own blood, His          
earnest prayer to the Father was that those given to Him by the Father 
would be one, just as He and the Father were one. Therefore, God's people 
must always strive to be a reconciled community that serves as an 
effective sign of how to live in justice and peace for all the people of the 
earth.

Meetings will be arranged for prayer and meditation by the 
Churches in Swanage during this week.
Watch the Notices for this information.

A REMINDER
Reports for the Annual General Meeting will be 

required soon after Christmas.
Please start thinking about them now!
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The Twelve Days of Christmas!!

On the first day of Christmas my true love said to me
I’ve bought a fresh turkey and a proper Christmas tree.

On the second day of Christmas much laughter could be heard
As we tucked into our turkey, a most delicious bird.

On the third day of Christmas came the people from next door
The turkey tasted just as good as it had before.

On the fourth day of Christmas our Snowman big and bold
Looked in through the window as we had our turkey cold.

On the fifth day of Christmas outside the snowflakes flurried
But we were warm and snug inside, we ate our turkey curried.

On the sixth day of Christmas the Christmas spirit died
The children fought and bickered and we had turkey fried.

On the seventh day of Christmas my true love he did wince
When he sat down at table and was offered turkey mince.

On the eighth day of Christmas the dog had run for shelter
He’d seen our turkey pancakes and the glass of Alka Selzer.

On the ninth day of Christmas by lunchtime Dad was blotto
He knew the bird was back again, this time as risotto.

On the tenth day of Christmas we had homemade brew
As if this wasn’t enough we were eating turkey stew.

On the eleventh day of Christmas the Christmas tree was 
Moulting.  With chilli, soy & oyster sauce the 

turkey was revolting.

On the twelfth day of Christmas we had smiles 
upon our lips

The guests were gone, the turkey too, we dined on fish & chips!                              
Author Unknown
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CHRISTIAN CHRISTMAS CRACKERS

1.     A vicar put his car in a no parking zone in a large city and                  
attached the following message to his windscreen:
“I have circled this block ten times.  I have an appointment to keep.
Forgive us our trespasses”.
When he returned to his car he found this reply attached to his note 
along with a ticket:   “I have circled this block for ten years.  If I don’t 
give you a ticket, I lose my job.  Lead us not into temptation” !

2. Wife to Vicar as he left for a meeting;
“Drive carefully my dear, remember it is not only a car that can be
recalled by its maker”.

3. A member of the Free Church of Scotland gave the minister a
bottle of cherry brandy on the understanding that it would be             
acknowledged in the church magazine.   In the next edition the              
minister thanked Mrs. Mackintosh for the gift of cherries and ‘for the 
spirit in which it was given’.

4.A friend’s little girl was sitting in church with my daughter.  We  
usually have the offering early in the service, but this particular 
morning the order of service had been changed and the offering was           
coming later. In a loud voice during a prayer the little girl said:  “When 
are the men coming for the fare?”

CHURCH NOTICEBOARD CHUCKLES.

The Minister is going on holiday next Saturday - could all 
Missionary Boxes be handed into The Manse by Friday 
evening by the latest!

A JUMBLE SALE next Saturday 3 pm.  This is a good 
chance to get rid of anything not worth keeping. DON’T 
FORGET TO BRING YOUR HUSBAND ALONG!

Seen outside a Birmingham Church:
COME THIS SUNDAY AVOID THE CHRISTMAS RUSH!!
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SHOEBOXES
Thank you for your
magnificent support
throughout this year

103 boxes were collected from the Church 
and are now winging their way to bring a 
bit of cheer to others who have so little.

SWANAGE FOOD BANK
Please place your donations for the local Food Bank in the container in the 
main vestibule. Non-perishable items please. 

Items such as the following are always welcome
Jars and tins ~ marmalade or any spread
Small bags sugar ~ Coffee and tea
Tins cold meat, sardines, macaroni cheese, chunky soups, ets.
Tins custard, rice pudding, sponge puds, jellies, Angel Delight
Any biscuits, sweet or savoury, Rice, pasta
To1iletries - shower gel, shampoo, toothpaste 

The box is being emptied on a regular basis.

Thank you for your generosity

New for 2018
To celebrate the talents 

of the Church Flower 
Team a calendar has 

been 
produced.
Price £4

All proceeds in aid of 
Church Funds

Please see Ann or Jim if 
you want to pre-order
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Centaur
Financial
Services Ltd.

Mortgages - Insurances
Investments - Pensions

Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

49 Station Road
Swanage

BH19 1AD
Tel. (01929) 425818

Financial Director
KEVIN LARGE B.Sc. (Econ) A.C.I.B.

OUR HALLS ARE AVAILABLE TO HIRE
Contact Jeanne Harrison

on 01929 424404

www.swanage-urc.co.uk
and click on the 360° view to see the rooms

Our Facebook page can be found at
Swanage United Reformed Church

The
Besom

in Purbeck

We recycle good
condition furniture, linen, 
kitchen items including

white goods,
to those in need

Contact details 

Tel:  07519 977732

purbeckbesom@gmail.com

www.swanage-urc.co.uk
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Thinking of selling your property?
For FREE ADVICE, in complete confidence

and without obligation - contact

The Property Professionals
Associate offices in Wareham and London

Tel. 01929 422284 www.corbens.co.uk

We are a small local Charity formed in1989 to assist
cancer patients, their families and friends

If you are a Cancer Patient, or you know someone who is, 
and are in need of help please contact us

Vikki Fooks Gill Norman
01929 761860 01929 424692

Cancare

Registered Charity No. 1014636

Cancer Support Group for the 
Isle of Purbeck

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/swanageurc

did you know that whenever you 
buy                                                                 buy online you could be raising a 

donation for the Church; and it              
won’t cost you anything?

www.corbens.co.uk
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/swanageurc

