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Thank you for your encouragement, which helped me
persevere with prayer walking.
I did this walk a couple of days before the VE day celebrations
and the start of Christian Aid Week.
It also covers some places where people need our prayers
which I missed the previous week.
Anne Squires

Published by Swanage United Reformed Church

Bless Swanage and Purbeck this morning. For those who have worked through
the night to protect us, we pray they will have quiet rest. For those waking to a
new day, may they face it with renewed hope and strength. Open our eyes to
see the beauty of your creation that surrounds us and the kindness of friends
and strangers reflecting your love for us all.
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Thank you Father for the power of literature to inspire us, inform us, challenge us as well
as divert and amuse us. Whilst the library is closed we pray for all who find comfort in
reading that they will enjoy rereading old friends. May safe ways be found to share books.
In particular we praise you for the Bible written with the inspiration of your Spirit. We
thank you for the comfort and reassurance it brings. Help us to go beyond the
comfortable familiar passages to think about more challenging sections. May people who
are turning to it, possibly for the first time, receive the good news and want to find out
more so that they come to know and love you.
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Lord God, at least one of our shops is empty and for sale during the pandemic. We pray
for the well being of the owners and staff, that they will not feel discouraged and they will
have sufficient to meet their needs. We pray for banks and financial institutions who are
facing so many requests for financial help. Give them a clear understanding of the
government's plans to help businesses, wisdom and discernment to know who can be
helped effectively and compassion for all who are in financial difficulty.
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Bless the work of the Salvation Army in our town and also the Food Bank operating from
their premises. So many people are desperate having lost most or all of their income,
many with no savings, and children to be fed. Thank you for the volunteers at the Food
Bank trying to supply the basics to feed them helped by local shops and the generosity of
ordinary people. Give us all your spirit of compassion to do what we can to help families
in need.
We pray that people will hear about the prayer support phone line set up by
Churches Together and will use it. Guide the listeners in how to respond and put
your words in their mouths.
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Station Road is almost deserted. All the shops are shut apart from the newsagent with a
solitary customer waiting to be served at the improvised counter at the door. Soon the
chemists and food shops will open. Thank you for the courage of shop workers ready to
serve us with food and medication to keep us healthy. Protect them and their families,
take fear and anxiety from them. May customers respect social distancing measures put
in place to protect everyone.

Thank you also for the work of
delivery drivers and shelf
stackers, whom we seldom see
but whose work is vital for
feeding the country. Help them
to be mindful of social
distancing so they may be
protected from infection. Keep
the drivers safe as they travel
long distances, especially at
night and under pressure to
deliver products in short supply
to our shops.
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Father, usually this playground is busy with youngsters playing with friends and their
parents meeting for a chat, but now it is deserted and padlocked shut, the grass already
growing through the asphalt. We pray for all the families in Purbeck, that whilst we are told
to stay at home, being shut up in a small space, irritation, frustration and anxiety does not
turn to violence against a child or a partner. Keep everyone calm and patient, or give
anger an acceptable outlet in work or strenuous exercise.
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As we mark 75 years since VE Day, we remember all those who lost their lives during
World War 2 and honour their sacrifice, "They gave their tomorrows for our today". But
we also pray for those who returned home scarred in body mind and spirit by the war.
Bring healing, Lord.
We thank you Father for all the organisations working to preserve peace and pray that
just settlements can be found to end the many conflicts around the world where innocent
people suffer. Bless the refugees who have made their home in Purbeck. May they be
secure and accepted as part of our community.
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Bless the work of the church at this difficult time when our witness is needed more than
ever. As we watch services in our own homes may our worship be acceptable to you.
Enable us to comfort those who mourn, bring healing to those troubled in body, mind or
spirit, bring hope to the despairing, companionship to the lonely and share in the joy of
those rejoicing, even when they are all done at a distance. Make us sensitive to the needs
of others in Purbeck not yet in our church family. Help us to serve them so that they see
Jesus’ love reflected in us.
Guide our church leaders as they begin to plan for the future reopening of the buildings,
that all may be done to honour you.
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“Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me in
your truth and teach me, for you are God, my Saviour, and my hope
is in you all day long.” Psalm 25

The tennis courts and
bowling green are
deserted. Father we pray
for all those who would
normally be exercising
here and enjoying others
company. May they find
other ways to exercise
safely. For those who miss
the social contact, may
they find other ways to be
in touch with their friends.
When the time is right to
reopen sports facilities,
give the council wisdom in
deciding how this can be
done safely and give
people good sense so that
no one is put at risk.

Bless the work of the
Corona Virus Support Group
as they offer help in our
community and the local
independent shops offering
delivery to those
self isolating at home.
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Dear Lord, we pray for the work of
charities in Purbeck whose income
has suffered from cancelled fund
raisers because of the pandemic.
At the beginning of Christian Aid
week, we pray for their work with
the poor, particularly in their
struggle with Covid-19, teaching
them the importance of hand
washing amongst difficulties in
accessing clean water and even
soap, where medical facilities,
respirators, ventilators, protective
clothing are rare or non-existent.
Help us to respond generously to
charity appeals, even when there
are no fund raising events for us
to enjoy.

Thank you for the bravery of doctors, nurses, care workers, cleaners, porters, carers and
volunteers involved in caring for those who have caught the virus whether they are in
hospital, a care home or at home. May they have the equipment they need to be safe,
the tests to reassure them of their health and ability to work. Protect them all and their
families.
Forgive us for ignoring in the past the plight of nurses who have to use food banks,
dustmen paid the minimum wage and carers and supermarket staff who wait for the
phone to ring calling them to work sufficient hours this week to feed their family.
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Father we pray particularly for the disabled who are
experiencing even more difficulties at the moment. Bless them
and their carers with your peace. May imaginative solutions be
found to problems with access. Protect them from danger.

Father, our normally busy seafront is deserted, but under the monument commemorating
the sea battle off our coast many years ago, painted pebbles to thank NHS have been
laid.
Loving God, after the war, people wanted to build a new world ‘fit for heroes’. After this
pandemic is over, may we look to the future, to a world with less pollution, a land where
power, money and fame
matters less than integrity,
justice and love.
Build your Kingdom
here in Purbeck and
help us to play
our part.

