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Dear Friends, October 2018

It’s a joy to be invited to share some thoughts for your Church 
Magazine.  Before I proceed, may I say how much blessings there 
is in doing things together, and whether in Swanage or Wareham, 
the opportunity to develop a healthy relationship between our      
respective denominations can only be seen as a positive and 
healthy sign for the days ahead, whatever the pattern of future   
ministry.

In relation to the world in which we live, with all the modern 
advances in technology and communication, it seems to me that 
some people are becoming more callous and downright rude in the 
manner in which they talk to each other or show total disregard to 
people and their individual right for respect, often making ill 
informed criticism to events and circumstances to which they have 
little or no knowledge.

‘A still tongue makes a wise head’ says the proverb. Well, in this 
‘Advanced age’? A ‘still finger/thumb’ prior to texting, emailing, 
tweeting’ or communicating through the social media, might stop 
irrational, hurtful, irreversible damaging harm to the recipient and 
their communities. 

Whatever community we are part of, locally, nationally and 
Internationally, Church or secular, I believe we all have a 
responsibility.

The Revd John Wesley (1703 - 1791) encouraged the people of his 
century and ours “to do all the good we can. By all the means we 
can. In all the ways we can. In all the places we can. At all the 
times we can. To all the people we can, as long as ever we can.”

Let’s be encouragers and supportive to each other. And be 
assured, with no strings attached, the ‘Good News of the Gospel’ is 
that You are special! And let no one tell you any different.

Finally, and by no means least, both our Churches are going 
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through a transitional time of change in leadership and 
reorganization. Please be assured of my prayers and support for 
each fellowship during this period.

May the God who knows us better than we know ourselves, guide 
and direct according to his blessed Will and Purpose.

Thank you for all you do in His name.
“In all thy ways acknowledge him and he shall direct your path”.                                                           
(Proverbs 3:6) Rev. Chris Moreton ~ Purbeck Methodist Churches.
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Church Family News:

Please continue to remember the following members and friends in 
yours prayers:

 Martin & Ellen Green, Pat Foster, Gloria Marsh, Jeanne Harrison, 
Betty Norman, Una Fowler, Juliette Gadd, Jean Chinchen, 
Iris Wickens, Sid Postlethwaite, Judy Walsh, Charlotte and Alicia.

Congratulations to Charlotte, Pat Haggarty’s grand-daughter, who has 
passed her GCSE Maths. This is a wonderful achievement as 
Charlotte has had many health issues during recent months.

Congratulations to Emily Gadd who has been honoured with the 
Guiding Compass Award for services to the Guiding Movement 
and work in the community and our church.

Prayers:

 We ask your prayers for the applicant considering the Pastorate of 
our three churches; we pray for God’s guidance in making the right 
decision for all concerned.

 We pray for those in need in our town, families struggling to cope 
with daily life, the lonely, those who are in constant pain, ill or     
depressed. Surround them with your love Lord that they might find 
peace and hope.

 So many countries suffering the results of conflict, floods and  
drought Lord, At this time we particularly think of Idlib, Yemen, 
Myanmar, Syria, Africa, Central / South America, Indonesia and  
California.

 We pray for all the agencies and volunteers giving their time and 
sometimes risking their lives to help them.



New URC Polo Shirts
As our existing URC polo shirts are looking rather tired and faded, 
and there is now a new URC logo, it seems like a good time to buy 
a new one.   Ann and I have ours, to wear at Toddler Group and it 
is good to wear them at our fund-raising events as well.   We have 
ordered our shirts from Helen, Pat Hardy’s grand-daughter, so 
there is no problem with  deliveries.   If you would like to place an 
order you can contact Helen at icanbeltd@gmail.com or phone her 
on 07900 916696. Use the order code URCFarrer which will       
indicate the  exact colour and logo which has been set up for 
Swanage URC.   The cost of each shirt is £15.00 and this can be 
paid online directly to Helen.  No minimum order as the set-up 
charge has been paid.  A matching bag is also available - price 
£3.50. Any queries to Ann or Jim.

Jim
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FUN RAISING IN OCTOBER

Our final charity Fund Raiser for this 
year, (the Bazaar proceeds are solely for 
Church Funds), will be another of 

Tom’s Popular Quizzes
on Sat 20TH Oct from 6pm – 8.30

Tickets are £5 to include a Ploughman’s 
Supper, but if you don’t get a ticket and 
want to come just let me know so we can 
cater for you.

As usual children are free and we will have a RAFFLE.
These have always been great fun and I never know the answers 
either, so come and join us for a great night of Fun and Fellowship.
(For transport ring 422406)

Elizabeth  pp The Fun Raisins



Thanks…...
Not many of you will know a very dear lady called Olive.  She 
is a long-term friend of Jims - Jim gets The Link to her each 
month.  Over the years, when she reads about the events we 
arrange, we will get a call.
Plant Sales - Charlie and I go and collect all 
sorts of gardening paraphernalia to sell.  Jim 
collects boxes of goodies for the Shoe Boxes, 
also a donation to transport them.  
Recently I received a cheque when she read in The Link 
about the Flower Fund.  You won’t see Olive in Church but 
my word she is a real supporter of us as a Church Family.  
Thank you and bless you Olive from us all.          

Jeanne.                          
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SHOEBOXES
October is the month when we gather
everything together ready for the big 

packing day on 
Saturday 20th October

any suitable items will be very welcome

SWANAGE FOOD BANK
Please place your donations for the local Food Bank in the container in the 
main vestibule. Non-perishable items please. 

Items such as the following are always welcome
Jars and tins ~ marmalade or any spread
Small bags sugar ~ Coffee and tea
Tins cold meat, sardines, macaroni cheese, chunky soups, etc.
Tins custard, rice pudding, sponge puds, jellies, Angel Delight
Any biscuits, sweet or savoury, Rice, pasta
Toiletries - shower gel, shampoo, toothpaste 

The box is being emptied on a regular basis.

Thank you for your generosity
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Shoe Box Fill

It’s getting close!!   October 20th I shall be 
there and hope you will be there if you can.  
We still need “things to pack”.  Flannels, soaps, 

shampoo (250ml)  Toothpaste and brushes.  
Anything really - we take for granted these 
basic needs but they are so precious to the 
people who receive their Christmas boxes.
Thank you for the gifts you faithfully put in 
Jim’s box.                           

Jeanne



Livability – Holton Lee

Today Holton Lee, under the charity Livability, is reaching out to people 
with all kinds of disabilities, whether in the Spinal Injury Centre, the  
Flourish Gardening Project, or the Woodland Wellbeing programme for 
those living with dementia and their carers.

Livability is a Christian charity; we're starting a regular prayer gathering 
and you are invited to pray with us!

When - 11am to 12 noon, every Wednesday from 26th September 2018

Location - Front room of the Livability Farmhouse, Holton Lee

Focus: pray for the projects, for the    
people we support and their families, for 
the staff, friends, volunteers and for each 
other

Please join us - either in person or from 
wherever you are!

Email Shirley Walker swalker@livability.org.uk or just turn up and know 
you will be very welcome!
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Christmas Fun Club!

Please sign up to help at our annual                                
Christmas Fun Club on the sign up sheet 

on the board.

Saturday 15th December  10 -3 pm

Slots will be 9.15 am – 11, 11am – 1pm, 1 – 3pm or 3pm to help put away                
and sweep up!

Help needed for setting up,  refreshments, craft, support with games and 
tidying up.

Any questions, see Emily or call or text on 07884255351 – Thank you!



CHURCH DIARY OCTOBER 2018

Monday
Tuesday
Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Sunday

Thursday
Sunday

Sunday

1st
2nd

7th

8th
9th

10th

14th
15th
16th
17th
20th
21st

25th
28th

4th

9.45am
1.30pm
10.30am

9.45am
7.30pm
3.30pm

10.30am
9.45am
1.30pm
12.30pm
6-8.30pm
10.30am

12 noon
7.pm

10.30am

10.30am

Toddler Group.
‘CU Tuesday’ Social & Craft Group.
Morning Worship, led by Revd Ric Fellows.
Friends from the Methodist Church join us.
Toddler Group.
Meeting of Elders.
Informal Service at Burr Stone Mead led by 
Alan Marriott.
Morning Worship led by Rev. John Wood.
Toddler Group.
‘CU Tuesday Social & Craft Group.
Luncheon Club in main hall.
Quiz night to include Ploughmans Supper. 
Morning Worship to include Communion led 
by Margaret Leivesley.
Church Family Lunch.
Home Group meet at 10 Ballard Estate.
One World Week AAW led by Worship 
Preparation group and Becs.
Joint Worship at the Methodist Church.
Preacher: Ric Fellows

The Calendar can be found on the Church website
at www.swanage-urc.co.uk

Please advise Jim of any last minute changes of date, time or venue
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Church Em ail System

Since the introduction of the GDPR earlier this year the weekly Notices and 
other inform ation is being sent out using the new database. If you are not 
receiving the Notices, or if you are having problem s opening or reading the 
files, please let Ann know.

If you would like em ails to enable you to keep up to date please contact Ann.

The November edition of the Link is being edited by
Maureen Marriott.

All articles should be submitted by 15th October.
Diaries get filled up quickly around Christmas so

get the information in the magazine in plenty of time.



11

CHURCH ROTAS

DATE Elders 
Duty

Communion PA

7th Oct John F. Graham

14th Oct Margaret Graham

21st Oct Ann Jim, Paul, Mary Eliz.

28th Oct Gill Graham

4th Nov n/a n/a

Stewards Coffee Cleaning

7th Oct Sue Elizabeth & Lesley P. View

14th Oct Mary Davina, Donalda, Ann All

21st Oct Charlie Junior Church

28th Oct Nora Maureen & Phyl

4th Nov n/a n/a

PPT

John F

John S

Davina

WPG

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Monday 9.45 am Toddler Group Ann Farrer 423691 ~ toddlers@swanage-urc.co.uk

5 pm Beaver Colony email:  paulmarchant_24@hotmail.com

6.30 pm Cub Scout Pack David Postlethwaite 426312

Tuesday 4.30 pm Rainbows Karen North 07593 408981.

6 pm Brownie Pack Emily Gadd 07884 255351

7.30 - 9 pm Guide Unit Emily Gadd 07884 255351

Wednesday 7 - 9 pm Explorers Steven Gadd 421484

Saturday 9.30 am Ukulele Group Chris Pullen 423505

Sunday 10.15 am Sunday Fun Club Emily Gadd, Kyle Ingram

7 pm Scouts Linda Buckley 423135

SUNDAY FUN CLUB

7th Emily

14th
21st Emily

SUNDAY FUN CLUB
28th Emily

4th n/a

If you are unable to 
fulfil your appointed 

duty do please arrange 
for someone to

do it for you.
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BAZAAR 2018
Saturday 24th November

Preparations are underway for our 2018 Bazaar with a major 
change to our Children’s Attraction.
Glynn, with the help of his Elves, is creating 
a Workshop for Santa in the vestibule and 
when Santa is busy there preparing for 
Christmas he will need a lunch break. He 
will be back at work at 1.30 when he will 
allow visitors in to look round, and children 
to find an early present!
It all sounds very exciting.
His Retail Centre will need stocking with all the usual items, 
Cakes, Gifts, Toys, Raffle prizes and a new product – a Bottle 
Stall, not necessarily alcoholic!  

There will be a box in 
the vestibule for any 
contributions. 

Thank you.

The Bizarre Team

More Thanks……
Thank you for all your prayers, cards and flowers that I have      

received.  It was a very painful accident!! 
I am very lucky to have Charlie to look after me and my 
sisters, Gill and Mary who have helped us.
Emily has been so good coming in and helping me        
personally.

It’s good to be able to get back to services and “CU”.
Again my thanks to you all.                        Love Jeanne.



Come and have a Cuppa!
As the "Beast from the East" forced us to cancel our 
main fund raiser for the Bible Society for this year, 
please join Swanage Bible Society Action Group for a 
Coffee Morning on Saturday October 20th 10 - 11.30 
at Emmanuel Baptist Church.
Admission is free but we ask for a donation for tea and 

coffee. There will be a cake stall, a bring and buy stall and a Traidcraft 
stall, as well as a display of the work of the Bible Society.
I'm sorry this will clash with our shoebox day, but it was arranged some 
time ago. If you are unable to come, we would be grateful for donations 
of cakes or items for the bring and buy. Please bring them to Emmanuel 
on the day or contact your Bible Society rep, Anne Squires (422882) to 
arrange collection.
Looking forward to seeing you on the day.

Swanage Bible Society Action Group
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The first week back after the 
holiday was fairly quiet, but those 

who came enjoyed it.
Week two certainly made up for it!

Birthdays for this month are 
Maya Martin - 14th October : Teagan Harrison - 21st October

Matilda Martin - 26th October 

On December 2nd the Morning Service is a joint 
Advent service with our friends from the 
Methodist Church.
If you have a favourite reading, carol or 
prayer which you would like included in 
the service, please let Donalda or Ann 
Yeates know.
Sadly we won't be able to use all 
requests but we would try to include as 
many as possible. 

Ann Yeates.



Bibles and Bikes
Give thanks for Les Vandenberg, a plumber from Michigan, who works as 
a missionary in conflict ridden South Sudan with Partners in 
Compassionate Care.  ‘My only qualification,’ he says, ‘is willingness’.
On his fourth visit to South Sudan, Les bought two brand new motorbikes 
in Juba.  To get them to the south-eastern part of the country meant MAF 
flying him to Kapoeta.
It would be risky enough to ride his motorbike in the bush, but to drive the 
bikes about 168 miles from Juba would be almost impossible - even in 
the dry season.  
So, with two rows of seats removed from one of our aircraft to make room 
for the bikes, Les and 3three other passengers departed for Kapoeta, 
where the vehicles were unloaded.
One of the vehicles was for Lomano, a Christian Toposa man. Les had 
met him on a previous trip and he had agreed to translate for Les as he 
taught Lomana’s people about Jesus.
‘I was lucky to have Lomana with me,’ Les explains.  ‘He knows the area, 
the danger and the people. I’m also glad I could travel with MAF.  They’ve 
tried so hard to help me and my mission through all the obstacles the 
country offers.

As soon as he reached Kapoeta.  Les drove to the 
surrounding villages to meet the Toposa, who herd 
cattle, sheep and goats.  Frequent cattle raids and 
the competition for water and pasturage keep 
communities in a constant state of low-level 
warfare against their neighbours.

Les was determined to transform the warring Toposa’s hostile lifestyle by 
distributing 275 solar powered audio Bibles.  The players are pre-loaded 
with Scripture and Bible teaching in a language the Toposa understand. 
Three weeks later we received a message from Les, telling us how the 
visit went. ‘We had hoped to go to distant villages but soon realised that 
this was too difficult because I wasn’t feeling well and the wind and dust 
caused problems, but we found groups of Topos walking to their villages 
and gave the players to them.’
‘My interpreter found out where they were from, gave a short Gospel 
presentation using picture posters, then explained how to use the 
players.   It was a joy to see the Toposa going on their way listening to 
God’s Word. A total of about 230 Bible players were given out in this way.
Please pray for the safety of Les and his fellow workers, MAF personnel 
and the South Sudanese.  Pray that, despite the enemy’s opposition, the 
Gospel will continue to be preached - and accepted!
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Les concludes, It was such a blessing to know that MAF was praying.  
What a family we have in Christ.  Thank you, MAF, for getting people 
safely to places all over the world.

Excerpts from News for Prayer - Mission Aviation Fellowship

Thanks to Emily, Olivia and Reuben for their inspiring Harvest Festival 
message. Special effects and display assisted by Lesley. The moon 
traversing the sky, birds of the air in flight and night time stars illustrated 
the creation. Well done to you all.

World Day of Prayer

We are in need of one or preferably two people to act as 
our church’s representatives for the 

‘World Day of Prayer’ 
(formerly Women’s World Day of Prayer).

This will involve 3 - 4 meetings during 
the year and also participation (or delegation) in the
annual service on the first Friday of March.
You will also need to communicate information to the 
church from the meetings if necessary. 

Could This Be You?



As long as children can keep learning, there is light ahead, says 
Unicef Goodwill Ambassador, Muzoon Almellehan…

For me, education is everything.  Education 
is the key that opens doors in front of us 
and gives us more chances.
I was 14 years old and in my last month of 
Grade Nine at school in Syria when the 

bombing started.  I loved my home.  It was such a happy place.  But 
we had to leave everything behind and find somewhere new to start 
over.  I was so scared.
My family and I spent 3 years in different refugee camps in Jordan.  
It’s there that I started learning again.  When I went to a Unicef–
supported school for the first time in the camp, I was so happy.

“ That moment changed my life because I realised that  -
with an education - I can face anything.  It gave me 
hope for my future.”

But I wasn’t completely happy because I saw that many girls and boys 
at the camp were not going to school.  That’s when I started a     
campaign, together with Unicef, to talk to parents and their children 
about how important it is to get an education.  I went from tent to 
tent in the camp and then I continued my campaign when my family 
and I took refuge in the UK.  Fighting for education is important, and 
I will fight for education forever.

Since I moved to the UK I’ve had the opportunity to become a   
Goodwill Ambassador for Unicef.  I wanted 
to campaign for children’s rights, because I 
believe that all children - including refugee 
children - have the right to an education.  
I’ve also had the chance to take my campaign to other parts of the 
world.
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My Trip to Chad.

Last year I travelled to Chad and met children who are suffering   
because they’ve had to flee their homes and leave everything behind 
- just as I did.  Thousands of children have not had the opportunity 
to go to school because of the violent Boko Haram conflict.

I met one 12 year old girl called Yekoura, who was injured in a suicide 
attack.  She has lost seven of her family members to the fighting.

“I told Yekoura she should never stop dreaming,
never stop learning and never lose hope”.

I told her she should do everything possible to stay in school,        
because an education will help her to build her future.  Today she 
lives with relatives and is able to study, thanks to a new school built 
with Unicef’s support.

It’s for girls like Yekoura that I continue my fight for education,.  It 
may feel like everything is dark and hopeless - more than 25 million 
children in conflict zones like Chad and 
Syria are missing out on going to school 
as I write this - but there is light 
ahead.                              

I dream that one day my fellow 
refugees like Yekoura will become 
engineers, doctors, lawyers and 
teachers and return to their homes to 
build a better life - a life that’s better 
than before.  Thanks to the support of 
caring people that dream is closer to 
becoming a reality.
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Education is Key

In Chad in 2017:
 22,000 children on the 

move have had access 
to quality education.

 19,000 children      
benefitted from       
Psychosocial support 
provided through   
child-friendly spaces.

 139 Unaccompanied or 
separated children 
were reunited with their 
families.
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CONFERENCE REPORT from LORRAINE 

On 20th July I had the opportunity to join with my Anglican         
colleagues in Birmingham Cathedral for the Praxis Day Conference 
entitled “Children and Liturgy—resourcing parishes for their work 
with children”. The day focussed on different ways in which 
churches and chaplaincies can provide fresh, 
thoughtful, creative and engaging liturgy for       
children aged 0-11, with a particular focus on 
prayer, Holy Communion and use of language. There 
was representation from ROOTS, Messy Church, 
Godly Play and Diddy Disciples (and a book stall 
where I parted with far too much money) as well as individuals who 
shared a taster of their work through a Pechakucha 20/20—a      
fascinating form of presentation where each speaker had 20    
PowerPoint slides which were shown for 20 seconds each while they 
gave their talk. I joined workshops on use of language, on collective 
worship in schools, on creating the groundwork for growing a truly 
intergenerational church. I particularly enjoyed a very practical 
workshop on the language of liturgy from Nick Harding, author of All 
Age Everything and Ready to Share One Bread, a workshop which 
involved jigsaw pieces, dice, wool and balloons. I hope to share some 
of the ideas Nick and others brought to the conference through our 
website in due course. 

Coffee Morning
Saturday 13th October
10 - 12pm  Large Hall

Proceeds for Local 
Macmillan Nurses

All donations of cakes will 
be gratefully received

Nora



Centaur
Financial
Services Ltd.

Mortgages - Insurances
Investments - Pensions

Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

49 Station Road
Swanage

BH19 1AD
Tel. (01929) 425818

Financial Director
KEVIN LARGE B.Sc. (Econ) A.C.I.B.

OUR HALLS ARE AVAILABLE TO HIRE
Contact Jeanne Harrison

on 01929 424404

www.swanage-urc.co.uk
and click on the 360° view to see the rooms

Our Facebook page can be found at
Swanage United Reformed Church

The
Besom

in Purbeck

We recycle good
condition furniture, linen, 
kitchen items including

white goods,
to those in need

Contact details 

Tel:  07519 977732

purbeckbesom@gmail.com
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Cover photo: - © Mark Farrer  ~ Corfe Castle ~ 13th September 2018 at 6 am

Thinking of selling your property?
For FREE ADVICE, in complete confidence

and without obligation - contact

The Property Professionals
Associate offices in Wareham and London

Tel. 01929 422284 www.corbens.co.uk

We are a small local Charity formed in1989 to assist
cancer patients, their families and friends

If you are a Cancer Patient, or you know someone who is, 
and are in need of help please contact us

Vikki Fooks Gill Norman
01929 761860 01929 424692

Cancare

Registered Charity No. 1014636

Cancer Support Group for the 
Isle of Purbeck

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/swanageurc

did you know that whenever you 
buy                                                                 buy online you could be raising a 

donation for the Church; and it              
won’t cost you anything?

www.corbens.co.uk
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/swanageurc

