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You can find a
Traidcraft Stall in the
hall on most Sunday
mornings
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† To show God’s love by the way we lead our lives
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‘Time Flies’
It doesn’t seem too long ago that we were
wishing Simon and Jilly a fond farewell and
happy retirement. Here we are, just 18
months later, getting ready to welcome a new
minister and family.
During this time so much seems to have
happened. A time of Ministerial Vacancy can
be seen to be a time of limbo. It is, however,
a rather intense phase of looking back to see
what we have achieved and looking forward
to what is to come. On top of this, of course, deciding what we
would like our future to be.
The foremost part of this process is preparing a Pastoral Profile.
Numerous meetings were held of the three Vacancy Committees
under the guidance of the Interim Moderator, Revd Tim Meachin.
We were also forging new working relationships with our new
friends at Skinner Street in Poole. Eventually the task of compiling
the profile was complete and presented to the Synod Moderator. At
this point we formally became a ‘Church in Vacancy’. Our details
were then made available to all the ministers in the URC. The final
Profile document ran to 35 pages, full to the brim with facts and
figures, our past, our present and our hopes for the future.
Eventually two candidates asked to be considered and we met to
consider their applications.
The rest, as they say, is history. Following a ‘preach with a view’
Revd Martyn Neads was invited to be the Minister of the three
churches.
The Manse is currently being refurbished by Synod. Martyn, Lynn
and Alex are due to move in during March. The Induction, at
Skinner Street, takes place on Saturday 30th March at 2 pm.
Everyone is invited to attend.
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The first few months will be a time of getting to know one another.
For us it is just three people. For Martyn and family it will be getting
to know not only three churches, but also the ecumenical members
in each town. Quite a formidable task. Perhaps we should all have
our names stencilled on our foreheads; that might help!
When you consider that our last vacancy lasted four years the
process this time has been relatively swift and painless.
So friends, the next phase of our future is just around the corner.
God has decided that Martyn is the ideal person to lead us into the
future, the combined Church Meeting has come to the same
conclusion - LET’S SEE WHAT WE CAN DO TOGETHER in the
months and years ahead.

Jim
Paul is currently looking at the possibility of hiring a coach. A signup sheet is on the board in the hall, so please add your name and
indicate your preference over car/coach. The cost of the coach is
expected to be around £5.20 per person assuming all 52 seats are
taken. A decision on a coach will be taken when we know how
many wish to use it.

Community Prayer Calendar - March
March 3rd - St. Georges, Langton and the Worth and Kingston
churches - Revd James Mercer.
March 10th - The Wave - Ann Davis, Berno Vierbergen, Hannah
Fenton, Rich Docherty, Rob Foster.
March 17th - Swanage Town Council - Mike Bonfield, Dr Martin
Ayres and our councillors
March 24th - Lunch clubs, coffee & tea groups - Coffee Pot at All
Saints, T-Pot at St. Mary’s. Friendship lunches - EBC Pop-in Café,
Knitting Group & Cameo Community Lunch, URC Friendship Lunch
March 31st - St. Mark’s School - Sally Craig, head teacher.
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Church Family News
Please continue to remember the following friends in your prayers:


Juliette and Jasmine Gadd, Gloria Marsh, John and Pat Foster,
Iris Wickens, Martyn and Ellen Green, Una Fowler,
Betty Norman, Jean Chinchen, Eddie Chinchen, Jeanne Harrison,
Pat Herbert and Robert Webber.

Church & Community Prayers:


We remember in our prayers the many organisations in our town
whose volunteers work hard to help others - The Food Bank,
Besom,The Rotary Club, Can-care, Coastguards, Toddler Groups,
Dementia Groups, Communicare and also our doctors, nurses,
paramedics, firemen, police and teachers,



We ask your prayers for the homeless, especially at this time of
year, for the lonely and those suffering the loss of loved ones.
For family relationships.



Please remember in your prayers the terminally ill. May they
find peace as they cope with their illness, also those who are
depressed and can see no way forward.



We pray for our new Minister Martyn Neads and his family,
Lynn and Alex as they prepare to join our 3 pastorates. We pray
that they will receive a warm welcome and settle in quickly to
their new lives with us. Help us to support them all.

World & Country Concerns:


Praise God for members of the Leprosy Mission who travel
overseas to work with their partners to ensure that supporters
money is used wisely and given where it is needed most.
Pray for their safety, good health and protection as they travel
to parts of the world that can be challenging and politically
unstable.
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We pray for the leaders of Europe as they wrestle with the
problems of Brexit. We ask that they will consider the
problems prayerfully to achieve the best outcome for all
countries concerned.



We pray for people suffering injustice the world over, those
who live in fear due to war conflict, those who have had to
flee from their homes and are living in refugee camps and
those suffering the effects of drought, famine and flood.

Blessed are the Peacemakers

We seek your kingdom first
We hunger and we thirst
Refuse to waste our lives
For You’re our joy and prize
To see the captives’ hearts released
The hurt the sick the poor at peace
We lay down our lives for heaven’s cause
We are your Church
We pray revive this earth.

Making or amending a will is an extremely important task, but that
doesn’t stop many people from leaving it unticked on their ‘to-do’
list for many years.
When making your will please consider supporting a
charity. A small donation could make a huge
difference both at home or abroad.
I’m sure you all have a ‘favourite’ charity that you
would like to support in this way. M.F.
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SHOEBOXES
The new year brings the start of the
work to collect items for the
Christmas Shoeboxes.
During March we are concentrating on:
Stationery, small notebooks, pens, pencils, rubbers and
pencil sharpeners

SWANAGE FOOD BANK
Please place your donations for the local Food Bank in the container in the
main vestibule. Non-perishable items please.
Items such as the following are always welcome
Jars and tins ~ marmalade or any spread
Small bags sugar ~ coffee and tea
Tins cold meat, sardines, macaroni cheese, chunky soups, etc.
Tins custard, rice pudding, sponge puds, jellies, Angel Delight
Any biscuits, sweet or savoury, rice, pasta
Toiletries - shower gel, shampoo, toothpaste
The box is being emptied on a regular basis.

Thank you for your generosity
So far this term we have decorated fish,
done messy painting with wood blocks,
and made snowmen.
March Birthdays
George Shepherd ~ 10th March
Edward Robinson ~ 13th March
Daphne Davies ~ 19th March
Annasofia Streams ~ 20th March
Edith Ayres ~ 21st March
Neave Taylor ~ 24th March
Josephine Hannant ~ 28th March
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CALL ME ‘MISTY’
I expect, like me, you have stood on the seafront
and watched a sea mist move in. To start with
there is a slight whiteness, way, way off on the
horizon. Gradually the ‘blanket’ rolls inexorably
landward. The sunshine starts to fade, firstly
into a round pale, watery ball of light. The cliffs,
boats and sea fade into nothing. Then, almost
imperceptibly, the life giving ball of flame is
temporarily extinguished.
The mist hangs round you like a wet claustrophobic net, leaving you cold
and damp.
All the familiar landmarks are gone. You stand, alone, disorientated,
longing for the return of the warm sunlight. Sunlight that you know will
eventually burn up this depressing wetness, and return all those familiar
features that make you feel safe, part of the rest of the world.
Now, dear reader, I expect you are thinking “now comes the religious bit,
he’s going to draw some Christian analogy out of all this”. Well, I
wouldn’t want to disappoint you, although I could leave you to make your
own. And for every reader there could be a different conclusion.
I think you might agree that at times it seems as if you have been
enveloped in a mist. The sun may be shining and warming your face.
Never the less the mist can come down on your mind (and spirit). A well
chosen word, an act of unexpected kindness, or a remembered phrase
from a hymn or Bible reading can disperse the gloom, just as a gentle
breeze can waft away the sea mist.
The sun will always be there, shining somewhere in the world, giving its
life-giving warmth and light. God has given us his life-giving Son to
disperse the gloom and mist which can cover our minds, just as the sun
is shining somewhere, God’s Son is waiting for us to allow his light to
shine for us.
Jim Farrer
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CHURCH DIARY MARCH 2019
Saturday
Sunday

2nd
3rd

7.30pm
10.30 am

Monday
Tuesday

4th
5th
5th
8th
8th

9.45am
8.45am
1.30pm
8.45a.m..
7.30pm

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wed.
Friday
Sunday

10th
11th
12th
13th
15th
17th

10.30 am
9.45am
7.30pm
3.30.pm
8.45am
10.30am

Monday
Tuesday
Wed.
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th

9.45am
1.30pm
12.30pm
7pm
8.45am
6pm
10.30am

Monday
Friday
Saturday

25th 9.45am
29th 8.45am
30th 2 pm

Sunday

31st

10.30am

APRIL
Monday
Sunday

1st
7th

9.45am
10.30am

Friday

Fairtrade Quiz at Corfe Village Hall
Morning Worship with our friends from the
Methodist Church led by Paul Freedman.
Toddler Group
Pancakes & Coffee in the large hall.
‘CU Tuesday’ Group meet in the small hall
Coffee@112 in the large hall. All welcome
Any Questions led by Justin Brierley at the
Methodist Church
Morning Worship led by John Foster
Toddler Group
Meeting of Elders
Informal Service at Burr Stone Mead
Coffee@112 in the large hall.
Morning Worship & Communion led by
Margaret Leivesley
Toddler Group
‘CU Tuesday’ in the small hall
Luncheon Club
Home Group
Coffee@112 in the large hall
Beetle Drive
Morning Worship led by Emily and J.C.
Followed by Church Family Lunch
Toddler Group
Coffee@112 in the large hall
INDUCTION OF REVD MARTYN NEADS
at Skinner Street, Poole
Morning Worship, Mothering Sunday Revd Martyn Neads. We will be joined by
friends from Wareham URC
Toddler Group
Morning Worship at the Methodist Church

The Calendar can be found on the Church website
at www.swanage-urc.co.uk
Please advise Jim of any last minute changes of date, time or venue
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CHURCH ROTAS
DATE

Elders Duty

3rd March

Communion

PA

PPT

Jim

Graham

Paul

10th March

Gill

Davina

John F

17th March

Jim

Martin B

Emily

24th March

Nora

John S

Emily

31st March

Ann

Graham

Davina

Ann, Eddie, Chris

Stewards

Coffee

Cleaning

3rd March

Lyn

Eliz & Lesley

P. View

10th March

Nora

Davina, Donalda, Ann Y

17th March

Sue

Junior Church

24th March

Mary

Nora & Sue

31st March

Charlie

Eliz & Lesley

SUNDAY FUN CLUB

SUNDAY FUN CLUB

3rd

Emily

24th

10th

Emily

31st Mar

Emily

17th

Emily

7th Apr

n/a

n/a

P. View
If you are unable to
fulfil your appointed
duty do please arrange
for someone to do it for
you.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday

Tuesday

9.45 am

Toddler Group

Ann Farrer 423691 ~ toddlers@swanage-urc.co.uk

5 pm

Beaver Colony

email: paulmarchant_24@hotmail.com

6.30 pm

Cub Scout Pack

David Postlethwaite 426312

7 pm

Scouts

Linda Buckley 423135

4.30 pm

Rainbows

Karen North 07593 408981.

5.30 pm

Brownie Pack

Emily Gadd 07884 255351

7.30 - 9 pm

Guide Unit

Emily Gadd 07884 255351

Wednesday

7 - 9 pm

Explorers

Steven Gadd 421484

Saturday

9.30 am

Ukulele Group

Chris Pullen 423505

Sunday

10.15 am

Sunday Fun Club

Emily Gadd, Elizabeth Shore
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To our Wave Friends and Supporters,
In this season of Epiphany, I hope you will still accept our
very best wishes for a very Happy New Year. We hope it
will be a healthy and blessed one for all.
The Wave Team have got off to a splendid
start with all the groups now in full flow.
For Wave Kids, Notelets and work in
schools continues its previous success of
2018, and the new Friday evening Space
Academy is shaping up very well.
If you have the technology please check out https://www.facebook.com/
thewaveyouth.uk/videos/2157467827650779/. It’s a great introduction to
Wave Youth – a joint collaboration between Hannah and Berno
summarising what’s happening when and where in Swanage and
welcoming all youngsters. For those of us less tech able, Hannah
explains briefly what happens at Remix, Youth Alpha and Regenerate,
talks about their detached work out and about in Swanage, and which
days and where they can be found in schools. It’s a terrific 90 second
explosion of warmth and vitality.
As I mentioned before Christmas, an important part of the successful
running of many of the activities is the support and presence of our
volunteers. If, in this New Year, you think you might have some time to
give to support either Wave Kids or Youth, please get in touch….even an
hour a month would be so appreciated. Working with the next generation
is great fun, and rewarding and inspiring too. We would love to hear from
you, either by email - just reply to roni@waveministry.org.uk, or phone
me on 01929 425301 and I will pass your details on.
Alternatively, you could pop in to one of the sessions and speak to one of
the team.
Monthly Prayer Meeting – venue and time change
Our next monthly Wave prayer meeting will be on Feb 7th, 2.30 pm in
St Mark’s Church, Herston, as usual. This will be our last prayer meeting
at St Mark’s, and we would like to extend our thanks to Margaret
Chinchen and all who enabled this to take place.
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Our inaugural Monthly Breakfast Prayer Meeting will take place from
8.30 am on March 7th in the Lower Hall at the Salvation Army Church
where a warm welcome and tea and toast or croissants, pastry and
coffee (or any combination..) will be available. Our prayers will start at
9 am and finish 10 am.
It is so encouraging to welcome people who have a passion to pray for
the Wave, and we hope this change will suit present and new prayer
partners.
Very best wishes to you all,
Roni Clegg ~ Wave Trustee
The Wave Youth and children’s Ministry – Registered Charity no 1159904

Any Questions?
Friday 8th March 2019
‘How can I believe in a God
who allows suffering?’
Discussion introduced and led by Justin Brierley
at Swanage Methodist Church - 7.30pm
In a recent viral online video, actor Stephen Fry denounced God as an
‘evil maniac’ because of the suffering in the world. So is Stephen Fry
correct? Or is there a better way to understand God, evil and us?
Justin Brierley has been engaging with objections to God for over
10 years and he still believes we can trust in a good God, despite the
pain we see in the world around us. Come and find out why!
Justin is Theology and Apologetics Editor for Premier Christian media
and presenter of weekly faith show ‘Unbelievable?’ on Premier Christian
Radio - also a popular podcaster around the world. He is also the author
of the book Unbelievable? Why, after ten years of talking with atheists,
I’m still a Christian (SPCK).
Refreshments from 7.00 pm – all welcome – admission free!
13

Lent Appeal – ‘Together we can rise up against climate
change this Lent!’
In 2017, extreme weather devastated communities
across the world. In just one horrific example, floods
and landslides across South Asia killed more than a thousand people and
displaced millions from their homes. This is a sombre reminder of how
climate change is hitting the most vulnerable communities. It is
essential to limit the increase of global temperature to 1.5 degrees. To
achieve this, we must rapidly step up investments in renewable energy
and phase out investments in fossil fuels.
Climate change is happening. We can't ignore its effects any longer.
We must all take responsibility!
For fisherfolk in the Philippines, life at the sharp end of climate change
has pushed their communities to the edge of survival. Fishing is their only
real means of income – but climate change - the risk of typhoons,
hurricanes, tsunamis and flooding, is making their lives increasingly
dangerous. One survivor reports: ‘
Since Typhoon Haiyan in 2013 the weather has really changed. The
typhoons now are stronger and the waves are always big and I
regularly experience dangerous situations.’
One of the ways Christian Aid and their partner ICODE have made a
difference to these communities is by supplying families with essential
solar light and batteries. This has enabled the mending of squid traps
after dark, catching squid without poisoning them with kerosene lamps,
and enabled families to earn extra money by sewing and tailoring.
Children can now study after dark and stay in education. Clean energy,
not only helps protect the environment, but allows families and
communities to enjoy full and active lives, rather than just subsist at the
edge of survival.
Mangrove’s destroyed by storms are being replanted and training has
been set up to assist this programme. Sturdy mangrove trees help protect
the land and the sea life. With coral safely anchored and flourishing once
more, fish stocks are again abundant.
Destruction and intimidation from illegal fishing has also put pressure on
fishing communities but Christian Aid and partner ICODE have assisted
them successfully in their fight against illegal fishing.
A final plea from the Philippines:
‘As humans, we are supposed to be equal, so we appeal to richer
nations to stop activities which are destroying the environment and
violating the human rights of the poorer nations. It’s us, on this
island, who are suffering.’
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Please support our Lent Lunches and with generous
donations maintain this vital work:
Ash Wednesday 6th March: St Nicholas, Studland 2.30 pm tea
rather than a Lent Lunch

Friday: 15th March: St Mary’s in the Rectory Classroom
Friday: 22nd March: St Mark’s Church Hall
Friday: 29th March: Swanage Methodist Church
Friday: 5th April:

All Saint’s, New Swanage

Friday: 12th April: Swanage URC
‘FUN RAISING’ in MARCH
£124.00 + £30, was raised in January as a result of our Raffle and two
donations, which will be divided between the chosen charity and Church
Funds as usual.
This month we begin with a Pancake and Coffee Morning on
Shrove Tuesday 5th March serving from 8.45 am. (We are busy
practising flipping pancakes!)
Friday 8th March is the first of our regular weekly
“Coffee @ 112” when we invite you all to
‘Drop in for Coffee’
We open at 8.45 am and will also have:

FAIR TRADE STALL, JEANNE’S JAMS,
BRIC-A-BRAC and BOOKS
There will be no set charge, just a plate for donations.
(If you are prepared to help on an occasional basis please speak to Sue,

Cher or Elizabeth. You would be very well received!)
On Sat 23rd March from 6 pm, we have another uproarious
Beetle Drive which was so much enjoyed last year, with a
supper of Hot Dogs and Ice Cream!

Adults £5 children FREE
Looking forward to seeing you there with friends and family.

The Fun Raisers
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Josiane lives with her mother Josephine in
a little grass hut with a beautiful view of the
hills near Bukavu, Eastern Congo. She
welcomes us with a smile and our visit
creates quite a stir among the neighbours.
They don’t get visitors here very often.
“I was born in 1970 on this hill,” Josiane tells us. “There was never any
talk about my going to school when I was a little girl but I was expected to
help with the housework. When I was 17 I started to get spots on my skin
and I wondered what that could be.” The spots were numb, and Josiane
soon discovered that her hands and feet were affected. She also got
grave ulcers. She went to two different hospitals but didn’t receive any
help.
“Six years ago I finally got help and received surgical treatment for my
ulcers,” she continues. “However, my hands are not okay, several fingers
are damaged, and my toes have disappeared.”
At first, Josiane experienced stigma from her community. “When the
signs of leprosy became visible, my neighbours disappeared. Nobody
said hello to me and they avoided meeting me.” Thanks to the visits and
awareness raising campaigns of TLM Congo however, Josiane and her
mother are now accepted in the village and no longer shunned by their
neighbours. “They even bring their children for me to look after, when
they are out in the fields working. This child belongs to a neighbour,”
Josiane says, pointing to a little child asleep on the floor. “Now my
neighbours have learned that I am not dangerous or contagious, so they
ask me for help with babysitting.”
Josiane was married and had 11 children, but sadly, most of them died at
childbirth. Her husband drove her away when the signs of leprosy
became apparent. She then went back to her mother, who also had
leprosy, and today they share the hut. Josiane’s one surviving child, a
son, lives in Bukavu and sometimes comes home to visit. He is her pride
and joy. Josiane has a deep dream and longing for her own house with
room enough for her son.
She also has other dreams for the future: “I would like to set up a simple
little shop. Imagine being able to sell rice, soap, palm oil, salt and a few
other necessities.”
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Every Sunday Josiane and her mother go to the church that they belong
to, even though it is a long walk. They have always been welcomed into
the church and they really appreciate the fellowship there.
‘The Leprosy Mission has meant a lot to us’,

Josiane says as she concludes her story.
‘God must have sent you to me,
I am so grateful’.
Interviewed by Martin Freudiger TLM Switzerland
Pictured with Josiane and Josephine.

At our service on Sunday
17th February we were
delighted to welcome into
membership
Rosemary Cave and
Reuben Marcus.
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This year, Shrove Tuesday falls on 5th March

Why do we celebrate Pancake Day?
For Christians, Shrove Tuesday marks the last day before Lent,
traditionally a period of abstinence, associated
with clearing your cupboards of goods such as
sugar, fats and eggs. Traditionally, pancakes
were eaten on this day to use up these foods
before the 40-day fasting season of Lent began.
Some believe the four ingredients used in
pancakes may actually represent the four pillars of the Christian
faith - flour as ‘the staff of life’, eggs as ‘creation’, milk as ‘purity’
and salt as ‘wholesomeness’.
Although the day is important in Christian tradition, Pancake Day
is widely celebrated by those outside of the faith.

What does Shrove Tuesday mean?
The word 'shrove' derives from the English word 'shrive', which
means ‘to obtain absolution for one's sins by way of confession
and penance’. The day gets its unique name from the custom for
Christians to be 'shriven' before the start of Lent. They would be
called to confession by the ring of a bell which came to be known
as the 'pancake bell' and it is still rung in some churches today.

Why do we flip pancakes?
The pancake has a very long history and is featured in cookery
books as far back as 1439. The tradition of
tossing or flipping them is almost as old.
According to legend, the tradition was born in the
15th century when a woman in Buckinghamshire
rushed to church to confess her sins while
mid-way through making pancakes.
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Centaur
Financial
Services Ltd.

The
Besom
in Purbeck

Mortgages - Insurances
Investments - Pensions
Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

We recycle good
condition furniture, linen,
kitchen items including
white goods,
to those in need

49 Station Road
Swanage
BH19 1AD
Tel. (01929) 425818

Contact details

KEVIN LARGE B.Sc. (Econ) A.C.I.B.

Financial Director

Tel: 07519 977732
purbeckbesom@gmail.com

OUR HALLS ARE AVAILABLE TO HIRE
Contact Jeanne Harrison
on 01929 424404

www.swanage-urc.co.uk
and click on the 360° view to see the rooms

Our Facebook page can be found at
Swanage United Reformed Church
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Thinking of selling your property?

For FREE ADVICE, in complete confidence
and without obligation - contact

The Property Professionals
Associate offices in Wareham and London

Tel. 01929 422284

Cancare

www.corbens.co.uk

Cancer Support Group for the
Isle of Purbeck

We are a small local Charity formed in1989 to assist
cancer patients, their families and friends
If you are a Cancer Patient, or you know someone who is,
and are in need of help please contact us
Vikki Fooks
01929 761860

Gill Norman
01929 424692

Registered Charity No. 1014636

buy

did you know that whenever you
buy online you could be raising a
donation for the Church; and it
won’t cost you anything?
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/swanageurc
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