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Pastoral Letter
June, 2018
Dear Friends,
I recently read the results of the most popular names
for babies and noted how far my own name, Janet, had
fallen out of favour. My husband John had a more
popular forename, his was only about 200 down the list
but Janet was about 2,200 in popularity! My great
niece aged 2 is Poppy which is way up in the top 10
and little Prince Louis is following a trend, as Louis is a very popular
name at the moment.
A recent series of URC Daily Devotions on the internet looked at different
names for Jesus: Teacher, Master, Messiah, Lamb of God and a look at
the hymn book will produce many more. When we pray we tend to use
different names for God. The one I use most is ‘Father’ and it was the
name which Jesus taught us to say. In fact, so I understand, the word used
by Jesus is actually translated as ‘Daddy’ which is even more intimate
than ‘Father’.
My very first sermon, back in 2010, was a meditation on that phrase:
‘Our Father’. Christians know the wonder and the power of God, He is
Creator, Lord of all, and we are rightly in awe of the Almighty. But here
was Jesus, the expression of God in human form, telling us to use the most
intimate of names; God is ‘Daddy’,’Our Father’ in the Lord’s Prayer.
For some of us fathers were rather distant figures, but I do remember that
my father was most relaxed on holiday. Nearly all our holidays were spent
on the Isle of Wight, a place I still love. One day we were at Whitecliff
Bay and had not noticed that the tide was coming in. There was Mum and
Dad, my brother aged about 16 and I, aged 7. We had to climb up the cliff
face. My brother scrambled up first and helped my mother then came back
for me. Where was my Dad? He was behind me all the way, encouraging,
holding me and telling me where to put my feet. We finally reached the
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Just recently I spent a few days with my son in Frome and we went to
Glastonbury. ‘I’m not climbing up that Tor’ I announced but my son had
other ideas. I’m unsteady on my feet these days due to a foot condition
and I had a stick. But Jay gave me his arm and told me where to put my
feet for every step, and eventually we did get to the top of Glastonbury
Tor. Wonderful view from up there and we took a photo to prove we had
done it.
God is our Father, like my dad and my son he is there behind us, beside
us, helping us every step of the way, if we ask him. If he is not behind us
then he is in front of us, leading and guiding us. When you next say the
Lord’s Prayer just think how amazing it is to be able to call God, the all
powerful, the Creator, to be able to address Him simply as ‘our Father’.
With every blessing,
Janet Jennings (Elder ~ Wareham URC)
Church Family News:
Please continue to remember the following members and
friends in your prayers:






Jean Chinchen, Martyn & Ellen Green, Pat Foster, Gloria Marsh.
Jean & Charlie Harrison, Betty Norman, Bob Damer,
Sid Postlethwaite, Judy Walsh, Alicia Franklin, Rosemary Moore,
Iris Wickens & Charlotte, (Pat Haggarty’s granddaughter)
recovering slowly.
Jack Hancocks is now living with his daughter in Shaftesbury. We
send him our best wishes.
Congratulations to Jasmine Gadd who has been made a Prefect
and House Captain at school.
We send our sympathy to the family of Colin Nichols who passed
away on the 27th April. His funeral service was held at Markeaton
Crematorium, Derby on 18th May 2018. Colin gave a lot of
support to our members by bringing them to Church.

Church & Community Prayers:

Please pray for our church family that we continue to support each
other and do not lose heart in this time without a minister. Pray that
the Holy Spirit will guide someone to see our profile and who will be
right for us and for whom we will be right.
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Please pray for our Intern, Kyle Ingram, and the other Wave
interns as they wait for guidance regarding their work with the
children and youth groups in Swanage and their future plans.
Pray that the Holy Spirit will guide them.



We thank God for the encouraging numbers joining some Wave
groups and for the commitments of some through the Youth Alpha
Course. Please remember all these young people in your prayers
and the leaders of the various groups. There is still a need for more
trustees and fundraisers so that the work can continue.



Please pray for the Open the Book teams who are going into the
schools to share Bible stories with the children, but especially at
this time when they are very short of members. Can you help?
They are much appreciated by the children.



We remember in our prayers all who have been bereaved recently
and all who are struggling with ill health or incapacity, especially
those known to us in Care Homes.



We remember all our churches in the town. The Archbishops of
Canterbury and York encouraged all the churches recently to pray
‘Thy Kingdom Come’ so that there will be transformation of
individuals in our community, our country and the world.

Country & World Concerns:


Please pray for those who are struggling with debt and those
people working for ‘Christians against Poverty’ who are doing so
much to help them. (see article on page 17).



We are worried about the decisions of the American President and
pray that he will listen and respond to those who wish for peaceful
outcomes to difficult situations. We also think of all those who
worked hard for the Iranian agreement only to have it thrown away.
There must be a great deal of sadness there.



We especially pray for the ordinary Palestinian people who have
suffered in the recent escalation as they protest about the US
President’s decision regarding the US Embassy in Jerusalem.
We hope and pray that Israel will be more compassionate to their
neighbours.
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Greetings from Sussex
Dear Friends,
Janet (Jennings) recently suggested that you might be interested to
hear some news from our home in Sussex. As you may know, we
receive the magazine every month and we really enjoy hearing
news of you all, together with details of the services and other
activities at the Church. We hope that all your Easter Services
went well. We attended some very moving services, particularly on
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday and, for the first time for many
years, Simon and I slept in on Easter Sunday, as there was no Sunrise Service locally!
We have recently become members at Lindfield URC, a church in the next village, who
have made us very welcome, and Simon is particularly enjoying being part of the
congregation. I have volunteered to help with Messy Church and have joined the coffee
rota and we have both joined a Home Group for fellowship, bible study and discussion.
Simon has just begun to accept some preaching engagements locally, after a six month
break, which he has found very refreshing.
We have settled back into life in Sussex very well now, meeting up with old friends and
being able to spend much more time with our families. As many of you know, most of our
children and grandchildren live nearby and it is lovely to be able to see them more often
and to be able to babysit more easily. We have five grandsons, aged from 2 to 6 and
look after our youngest grandson, Dylan, every Monday. It’s lovely to be able to see the
changes in him every week as he grows up. I take him to a Toddler Group in the village
and it’s good to make friends with Mums and other Grannies, whilst giving Simon a break
for a couple of hours. After Easter, our two grandsons who live in London stayed for a
few days for the first time without their parents and we all had a lovely time, although we
were pretty exhausted when we took them back to London!
We are excited that our family in Australia are hoping to come to England for Christmas
this year, providing our daughter-in-law is well enough to travel. She is recovering well
after her liver transplant and it would be lovely for Simon to be able to celebrate
Christmas with his granddaughters for the first time. Last Christmas, it was very strange
for Simon not to be so involved in all the many services and social events, but lovely to be
able to enjoy the season with family.
Continued…………..
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Our house in Cuckfield was rented out during our time in Swanage and Wareham and
was in need of considerable redecoration, so we have been very busy painting and trying
to tame the very neglected garden. The winter has been very cold here and we had
several snowfalls which resulted in burst pipes, meaning that our whole village was
without water for four days, which was a nuisance. We are so pleased to see signs of
Spring returning now and it will be interesting to see which plants have survived in the
garden!
Last Thursday, we collected the latest member of our family, our lovely little puppy,
Maggie, who is nine weeks old and gorgeous, although she does have very sharp babyteeth! She is a Springer/Cocker/King Charles spaniel cross and very lively. Having her is
bringing back memories of having new babies in the house
again; settling her at bedtime, being woken in the night and
trying to toilet train her! I’m sure she will keep us busy and
active in retirement.
Please know that you are all in our thoughts and prayers, as
is the whole community of Wareham and Swanage. We pray
that you will all know God’s blessing and direction in the
times ahead and look forward to hearing your news in the magazine.
With love from us both,
Jilly

FUN RAISING IN JUNE
Shirley’s BBQ!
Saturday 9th June. 4 – 7.30 pm
Durlston Dairy Bungalow, Southcliffe Road.
Let’s hope the weather is kind.
This is a Fun Event for everyone so please bring friends and family and
invite those you meet at other activities associated with the Church.
We do need to know numbers for catering purposes and tickets - £6.00
for adults, £2.00 for children - can be bought from Cher, Nora, Sue, Ann
or Elizabeth.
If you have a light-weight picnic chair please bring it and if the weather is
not good we will go to the Church. See Elizabeth if you need transport.
Ring 422406, mob. 07449506021, to arrange transport and check venue if
necessary. The Fun Raisins
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SUMMER
BARBECUE
Saturday, 16th June at 4.00 pm
The Wave invite you to a BBQ at
All Saints Church and Garden
to meet the team and hear about their activities with
our children in the town.

SHOEBOXES
In June we will concentrate
on collecting
Sewing Items, Small Tools,
Pencil Sharpeners
The collection box can now be found in the Vestibule
BIBLE VERSES
At the recent Bible Society Service during the all age address I
suggested we should consider the Bible as a manual to help us lead our
lives, that there are passages to help us in every situation. Later someone
told me that they thought it was right but they didn't know where to look
and asked if I could write some suggestions in the Link. I don't
pretend to be an expert but I'll make some suggestions, based on my
Gideon's Bible and I hope others will add the verses they have found
help to them.
When you feel afraid - turn to Mark 4:35 - 41
and Psalm 56:3 - 4 and 10 - 11.
Anne Squires

SWANAGE FOOD BANK

Please place your donations for the local Food Bank in the container in the
main vestibule. Non-perishable items please.
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CHURCH DIARY JUNE 2018
Sunday

3rd 10.30

Monday
Tuesday

4th 9.45 am
5th 1.30 pm

Saturday

7.30 pm
9th 4.30 pm

Sunday
Monday
Wednesday

10th 10.30am
11th 9.45 am
13th 3.30pm

Saturday

16th 4.00pm

Sunday

17th 10.30am

Monday
Tuesday
Sunday

18th 1.45 am
19th 1.30pm
24th 10.30am

Monday
Thursday

12.30pm
25th 9.45 am
28th 7.00 pm

JULY
Sunday

1st

10.30am

Joint Service with Methodist friends at URC.
Led by Revd David Gynes.
Toddler Group, main Hall
‘CU Tuesday’ social and craft group meet in
small hall.
Meeting of Elders.
Summer Barbecue at Durlston Dairy Bungalow,
Southcliffe Road.
Morning Worship led by John Foster.
Toddler Group, main hall
Informal service at Burr Stone Mead led by
Alan Marriott.
WAVE Friends BBQ and News about their
work with the children.
Morning Worship and Communion led by
John Foster.
Toddler Group, main hall
‘CU Tuesday’ Group meet in small hall.
All-Age Worship led by Emily, Kyle and
Junior Church.
Church Family Lunch
Toddler Group, main hall
House Group - at 10 Ballard Estate.
See Notices for further details.
Joint Service at the Methodist Church.

MARY FONTANA will be preparing the July/August LINK
Please send all items for this by 15th June.
Our thanks to all who have led the services, both clergy,
visitors and church family.

The Calendar can be found on the Church website
at www.swanage-urc.co.uk
Please advise Jim of any last minute changes of date, time or venue
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CHURCH ROTAS
DATE

Elders Duty

3rd June

Communion

PA

PPT

Ann

Trevor

John S

10th June

Margaret

Elizabeth

John F

17th June

Jim

Elizabeth

John F

24th June

Pat

Trevor

Emily+Kyle

1st July

N/A

N/A

N/A

Ann, Chris

Stewards

Coffee

Cleaning

3rd June

Mary

Davina, Donalda, Ann Y

P. View

10th June

Nora

Junior Church

17th June

Sue

Elizabeth & Leslie

24th June

Charlie

Maureen & Phyl

1st July

N/A

N/A

P. View

SUNDAY FUN CLUB

SUNDAY FUN CLUB

3rd

Emily

24th

10th

Emily

17th

Emily

Kyle

1st July

Emily

Kyle

N/A

N/A

Kyle

If you are unable to
fulfil your appointed
duty do please arrange
for someone to do it for
you.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday

Tuesday

9.45 am

Toddler Group

Ann Farrer 423691 ~ toddlers@swanage-urc.co.uk

5 pm

Beaver Colony

email: nicciewright@icloud.com

6.30 pm

Cub Scout Pack

David Postlethwaite 426312

7 pm

Scouts

Linda Buckley 423135

4.30 pm

Rainbows

Karen North 07593 408981.

6 pm

Brownie Pack

Emily Gadd 07884 255351

7.30 - 9 pm

Guide Unit

Emily Gadd 07884 255351

Wednesday

7 - 9 pm

Explorers

Steven Gadd 421484

Saturday

9.30 am

Ukulele Group

Chris Pullen 423505

Sunday

10.15 am

Sunday Fun Club

Emily Gadd, Kyle Ingram
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Rollo Woods
Rollo was born in Camden Town in North London, where
his parents were Elders of the Trinity Presbyterian Church
there. His Maternal Grandfather had been Minister in the
Congregational Church in Hounslow, and had sent his
Mother went to St Paul’s School where she studied
Science, and was taught by a junior music teacher by the
name of Gustav Holst, who introduced her to folk music
and dancing. This was an interest and skill which she
passed on to Rollo, and which gave him a life-long interest that he in turn passed on to
many other singers and musicians.
After studying Natural Sciences at Cambridge, his mother became a Church Sister in
Whitechapel, with all its poverty, subsequently moving to Kentish Town where the Sunday
School and Youth Club had 400 members! She married Albert Woods M.C., in 1923, and
Rollo, born in 1925 was to have 2 brothers.
Wartime came, and Rollo, as a Conscientious Objector, found himself working as a
labourer at Bart’s Hospital for 1 shilling (5p) an hour for a 44 hour week. He later joined
the Friend’s Ambulance Unit and was posted to Northern Norway, where the Germans
had scorched the earth, and blown up all the bridges and roads, to prevent a Russian
invasion. He lived in an ex Swedish Army barrack hut in a very remote area, building
houses for local people. Rollo’s skill at glazing was especially useful. After returning home
in January 1947, he was posted to France, which he didn’t enjoy, especially the food,
remembering that they served ‘burnt hot water that they called soup’!
He returned to Cambridge after he was released from war service, to take a degree in
Modern Languages, (Norwegian, Swedish, French and German). However, the most
interesting thing he felt he did, was to join the Cambridge Morris Men and the Folk Dance
Club. Though a freshman, he was invited to join their tour of Norway in 1948, as
interpreter, and returned, determined to take up the concertina.
After completing his degree, he returned to Norway on a Studentship to Oslo University.
He had already been asked to write a Pocket Guide to Norway for the Youth Hostel
Association, and at a meeting of a University Club for students reading English, he met a
young English girl called Anne, who had been Youth Hostelling round Norway, and asked
her to help with the Guide. On his return to England, he went to study at the London
School of Librarianship, became engaged to Anne, and was top student of the year in
1951/2.
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Rollo married Anne, (who had nursed in London’s Middlesex hospital,) in August 1952, in
the village church in Lyminge, Kent
Rollo then began a very successful career as a Librarian, first as a Sub-Librarian at
Christ’s College, then as Assistant Under-Librarian at Cambridge University Library, until
1959 when he moved to the Library at Southampton University to be Deputy Librarian,
where he spent 28 years, also enjoying sailing in Poole harbour. Rollo’s major
contribution during that time was, with the help of a Government grant, to pioneer a
computing system for running a Library, about which he lectured at many conferences.
Whilst in Southampton he attended the Congregational/ Presbyterian church (the church
Isaac Watts once attended), where, among other things, Rollo remembers joining in
singing carols round the homes of church members. This lead to a search for some new
carols for the church youth group, and the discovery of some old carol manuscripts in
Widecombe where his mother lived. She was a friend of a famous historian and collector,
Hermon French, who had eleven old manuscripts he allowed Rollo to borrow. This lead to
a vast amount of research, the editing of sometimes almost illegible hand written music,
and the publication of two books on the subject.
Typically, Rollo shared his findings and love of this early church and folk music with many
others, and thus was born the West Gallery Music Association, that now has groups all
over this country, in America and Australia. One of these is The Purbeck Village Quire,
that never ceased to be amazed and amused at his latest findings, frequently enjoying
many stories and anecdotes from his encyclopaedic memory, of Victorian church and
village life he retained from his research.
Rollo and Anne had four children. Twins, Diana and Richard, and Paul were born in
Cambridge, and Anthony was born in Southampton. The boys have inherited their
Father’s love of music and sailing. Whilst Rollo and the boys enjoyed themselves sailing
in Poole Harbour, Anne was left to explore Dorset, and fell in love with Swanage, where
she could enjoy swimming and walking.
Eventually, after his retirement, Rollo and Anne moved to Swanage, where he started
attending Swanage URC and became involved in the Folk scene. He set up the Purbeck
Village Quire, which next year, celebrates its 30th birthday, the Greenwood Tree Folk
Band, more recently the Maiden Oak Band. Thirteen years ago, he published the latest
History of our Church to mark our Tercentenary.
In 2015 he was the quietly proud recipient of the Gold Badge Award of the English Folk
Dance and Song Society. Gold Badges are given for ‘unique or outstanding contributions
to Folk music, dance or song, distinguished service to EFDSS and/or exceptional
contributions to the work of EFDSS’.
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He joined the august company of other musicians such as Cecil Sharp, Ralph Vaughan
Williams, and The Yetties. A friend at his presentation remarked that - “His was a
remarkable ministry when you remember the musicians that flood the land that emerged
from his tuition, he worked with extraordinary success. When you add the vast numbers
who enjoyed his music on the dance floor, the numbers become astronomic”
After being bought up in the church, 40 years of University life lead him to a more
questioning faith. He was a quiet, unassuming member of our church for nearly 40 years,
a thought provoking member of the ‘Let’s Talk It Over’ group and was happy that he
belonged to a church that allows freedom of thought. He will be missed by many.
Chris Pullen

PADDINGTON VISITS OUR HOUSE GROUP
on his Wessex Synod Pilgrimage

We had a happy evening together at Elizabeth Shore’s home
on 26th April planning our programme and talking over what
we would like to explore and know more of the
Bible background.
It has been a little disappointing that more church friends
haven’t come along. Please do try us - we enjoy our time and
would love to have more folk join us.
We remember those who need our prayers at the conclusion.
We meet on the 4th Thursday of the month at 7 pm.
See the Weekly Notices for venues.
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In April we made delicious chocolate biscuits – lots of
crumbling and mixing! We did messy circle paint art, and
had a visit from Paddington Bear. So we sang ‘Sleeping
Bears’ instead of ‘Sleeping Bunnies’ especially for him.
Paddington is visiting all the URC churches in the Synod and is having a lovely
time.
June Birthdays
Elsie Bacon 17th June ~ Teigan Ross 30th June

The Greatest Story Ever
Toured at Wimborne
Saturday 14 July 2018
Doors open 19.00 / Event starts 19.30 /
Event ends 22.00.
The Lantern Church, 2 Chichester Walk,
Oakley, Wimborne BH21 1SN.
Thanks for coming on tour with Bible Society and
The Lantern Church, as we land in Wimborne. For
one night only we’ll be journeying through the Bible,
in this Goliath of a show, with Paul Kerensa,
stand-up comedian and script writer (Miranda and Top Gear) and Dr Andrew
Ollerton, creator of the Bible Course.
They will explain how key events, books and characters fit together you’ll get
to see the big picture while discovering how the Bible applies to your life.
Whether you’re a doubting Thomas, with a little Bible knowledge, or a
theologian, with the wisdom of Solomon, you’ll come away knowing more
about the drama of Scripture - the greatest story ever told.
The Sound of Wales, a group of musicians, singers and story tellers will also be
taking part in the evening. Tickets cost £6. Please ask if you would like me to
order one or go to the Bible Society web-site www.biblesociety.org.uk. Please
see me if you need transport or can offer someone a lift. (A. Squires.)

15

JULIET TASKER’S POEM
This was read by Juliet’s daughter Liz at her funeral.
Juliet passed away on 24th March
“Poem thought about one stormy spring morning while bicycling uphill
against the wind to work – Milton Keynes Village to OU – past hedged fields,
ploughed and wet – and the lark singing.”

TO GOD
Put a lark in my heart
In the cold mists of dawn,

Put a lark in my heart
Let me batter the sky
Put a lark in my heart
Let me sing!
Grave gravity drags But I climb, and defy,
With the strength of your life
In my wing.

Put a lark in my heart
At high noon,
Put a lark in my heart
When my evening comes,
Let me never forget it’s brave tune.
In fact, dear darling God, please
will you be so extremely kind as to
give me

Do not leave me alone,
Or I’ll crash to the ground,
Do not leave me alone
I pray –
The world disbelieves
And is dragging me down,
But your lark in the storm
Shows the way.

The spark of that lark for always.
Thank you.
Juliet

Oh men they will say:
“Insignificant things!”
Oh, men they will say:
“Can’t be done”,
But the lark’s leaping into
The morning’s cold mists,
Through the storm clouds
And out to the sun.
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Poem by Nicky,
A Debt free
Client.
Winner of Client
Poetry
Competition.

It’s a dark hole, I’m deep down inside,
Searching for a way out,
But the answers I cannot find.
The bills are in piles,
Getting bigger every day.
So many to deal with
I can’t make it all go away.
The mounting debt causes sleepless nights
I am so tired of this
There’s no end in sight.
The phone rings a million times a day,
I dare not answer it
I cannot afford to pay
It’s fear and dread in every possible way.
Pay up now or the bailiffs will be round,
But how can I do that?
There’s no spare money to be found.

For the first time in ages
I didn't have to hide.
Together we battled on,
Four years, seven months later we
Finally won.
YOU ARE NOW DEBT FREE!
Now this I couldn’t believe,
Good things don’t happen to me.
The support didn’t stop there.
I made two good friends in Julie & Ken.
They were still by my side,
Helping me in other ways as well
As a job I couldn’t find.
CAP JOB CLUBS were launched in
My town,
Mine was the first name put down,
Giving me confidence every week,
Feeling able to apply for the job
I was looking to seek.
Then I found myself questioning this
Journey with CAP from the start.
Something was happening inside my
Own heart.
Looking back, I had seen the signs,
But before it had been just blurry lines.
I am now learning about my faith,
Working through my own personal hell,
So this story I had to tell.

Crying myself to sleep & skipping meals
For my children I need to keep.
I’m drowning fast,
I didn’t find Christians Against Poverty,
It’s all too much, the nightmare cannot last. Christians Against Poverty found me,
And through God they saved my life in
Then through the darkness there came a More ways than you will ever believe.
light. I could see an end in sight.
Christians against Poverty showed me
‘The Lord’s my Shepherd,
The way,
I shall not want,
To keep all my debts at bay.
They took it all off my hands,
A debt coach and a befriender were by
My side,
A budget set up and debts being paid,
Savings put aside.

He makes me to lie down in green
pastures;
He leads me beside the still waters.’

Info. From CAP News.
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Wanted Plastic Containers

Can we please have any plastic containers that your fruit or
vegetables come in so that we can recycle them when we have
a cake stall. There will be a box outside the kitchen with a
label on.
Thanks ~ The Social Team
SOCIAL TEAM
Results of Fun Raising this year, so far:
Armchair Travelogue in February

- £165

Quiz Night & Ploughman Supper in March - £300
Beetle Drive in April
Results of Plant Sale to come……..

- £194

Money will be divided between Dorset & Somerset Air
Ambulance and our Church funds.
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Centaur
Financial
Services Ltd.

The
Besom
in Purbeck

Mortgages - Insurances
Investments - Pensions
Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

We recycle good
condition furniture, linen,
kitchen items including
white goods,
to those in need

49 Station Road
Swanage
BH19 1AD
Tel. (01929) 425818

Contact details

KEVIN LARGE B.Sc. (Econ) A.C.I.B.

Financial Director

Tel: 07519 977732
purbeckbesom@gmail.com

OUR HALLS ARE AVAILABLE TO HIRE
Contact Jeanne Harrison
on 01929 424404

www.swanage-urc.co.uk
and click on the 360° view to see the rooms

Our Facebook page can be found at
Swanage United Reformed Church
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Thinking of selling your property?

For FREE ADVICE, in complete confidence
and without obligation - contact

The Property Professionals
Associate offices in Wareham and London

Tel. 01929 422284

Cancare

www.corbens.co.uk

Cancer Support Group for the
Isle of Purbeck

We are a small local Charity formed in1989 to assist
cancer patients, their families and friends
If you are a Cancer Patient, or you know someone who is,
and are in need of help please contact us
Vikki Fooks
01929 761860

Gill Norman
01929 424692

Registered Charity No. 1014636

buy

did you know that whenever you
buy online you could be raising a
donation for the Church; and it
won’t cost you anything?
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/swanageurc
Cover photo: - © Jim Farrer ~ Compton Acres ~ 2018

