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Kindness is like snow, 
it beautifies everything it covers. 
Kahlil Gilbran



February 2019

Pastoral Letter

It has been both a pleasure and a privilege to have served as your 
Interim Moderator. The three fellowships of Swanage, Skinner 
Street and Wareham have demonstrated what can be achieved by 
prayerful collaboration and by recognising and enabling different 
gifts to flourish. During the time of ministerial vacancy all three 
churches have continued to worship, witness and serve and have, 
I believe, developed an increasing sense of being partners in a new 
pastorate. Practical considerations that might have been stumbling 
blocks have been turned into opportunities, and constructive 
discussion has enabled the three fellowships to learn about each 
other.

You have not been afraid of asking difficult questions and have 
been thorough in preparing a pastorate profile and in considering 
prospective ministers leading to a call to Revd Martyn Neads. 
Paul’s image of the church as a body with many parts is easy to 
agree with but often harder to live out. I am confident that Martyn 
will be joining a fellowship that has, in practical terms, lived out the 
analogy. There will, inevitably, be problems to solve and, as yet 
unknown, opportunities to grasp as you and your new minister 
settle in together but the experience of this vacancy has, I am 
confident, left you ready for the race.

May God continue to bless your fellowships 
as you move into the next phase of witness 
and service in your respective communities.

Revd Tim Meachin
Interim Moderator
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Church Family News

Please continue to remember the following friends in your prayers:

 Gloria Marsh, Juliette and Jasmine Gadd, Jeanne Harrison,                
Robert Webber, Martyn and Ellen Green, Una Fowler, Betty Norman,   
Iris Wickens, Pat and John Foster, Liz Moreton and her husband,          
Rev Chris Moreton.

 Congratulations to Jeanne and Charlie Harrison who celebrated their               
Diamond Wedding on 17th January.

Church and Community Prayers

 Please pray for our new minister Revd. Martyn Neads and his wife and 
family as they prepare to lead the three churches in his care.  He will need 
our prayers as will the Elders and members  of each church as we support 
him. His induction will be at Skinner St. URC, Poole on 30th March at 
2.00 pm and he will lead our service on 31st March.

 We remember Churches Together in Swanage and District and pray for all 
who take part in bringing us together as a Christian  community and    
sharing the love of God in the town and around the district.

 Pray for the Wave Team as they work with Youth and Kids groups in the 
town.  They need our support, (report see page 7).

Christmas - Our thanks to everyone who helped to decorate the church for the 
Christmas festivities and the Worship Preparation group who organised some of 
the services.  A special thank you to Tim Marcus for leading the Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day Services and to Emily Gadd for Carols by Candlelight and  
Nativity Services.  Thank you too for the instrumentalists who lead our singing 
so well.  Not forgetting everyone who helped to prepare the Christmas Lunch.
Also a big thank you to the congregation who contributed to the Advent and 
Christmas Songs of  Praise Services, which made them really inspiring.

Bazaar 2018   ~  From the Bizarre Team!
Thank you all for supporting, contributing and helping at the Bazaar.
It was a most enjoyable and successful day.
We raised not far short of £2000 and, as I wonder every year, ‘Where 
does that all come from?’ (I can tell you where it all goes - in the bank!)
C U Tuesday group did a wonderful job of dismantling everything and  
putting away. A special thank you to them from all.                                                



Friends the New Year will very shortly be here,
A time that brings hope and is thought of as dear,
Families gather together, expecting great things,

The old year behind them, the new one coming on wings.

Sadly some think the New Year is all a bit boring,
When they see this excitement, they just feel like snoring,
Why do you look forward, with this hope in your hearts?

For often in life all we’ve had is false starts.

The New Year is more than just false starts you know, 
What I share with you now, might cause faith to grow,

For when Jesus came, He gave the whole world a hope,
Release to a new life, not held back with rope.

When you think of the babe, who was laid in a manger,
This a sign of God’s love, as your friend not a stranger, 
Jesus wants you to know Him, if you call on His name,

Lives then change for the better; old ways won’t remain.

You see everyone born in this world has a need,
We all need to be loved and accepted indeed,

But the love of this world, is no love at all,
When compared to God’s love which is poured out for all.

So hold back no longer, just receive His love, 
Our New Year will be better, with blessings from above,

Our lives have a purpose, to serve the King of Kings,
A life with God will be richer, than old worldly things.

Written by Derek Harris and read at
the Café Service on 30th December 2018
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Let The New Year With Jesus Bring Our Hearts A Firm Hope
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WAVE  KIDS AND WAVE  YOUTH          

At this New Year what is it that we want for the 
children and young people in our own families and 
in the community.  Above all it must surely be that they come to know Jesus, 
that they walk with him through life and not without him, that they can turn to 
him in whatever situation and know for certainty in an uncertain world of his 
infinite concern and care for them.  

Let’s pray that this will be the case, that we will be able to pass on to this young 
generation the assurance of His love, forgiveness, hope for the future and 
security in the present age.  We especially remember  the Teams and pray for 
their  health and welfare as they carry out these duties for our churches and        
community.  Above all we ask for guidance for the trustees as they plan the way 
forward in the following years.

Wave Kids
SPACE ACADEMY after school activity for primary school age children at 
St. Mark’s School, as it starts again.
The ENERGISE group on Saturday morning continuing to revive.

Wave Youth
Pray that plans to run a Youth Alpha course will have good uptake among the 
young people attending the ROOTED group on Thursday evenings at All 
Saints.  Extra staff are needed for the REGENERATE Group on Friday              
evenings in the Salvation Army, lower hall.  Also for the REMIX group on 
Monday evenings at Emmanuel Baptist Church.  

World and Country Concerns

 We pray for wisdom and more understanding of our position in the world 
so that the right decisions will be made regarding leaving the EU.  We also 
pray for the politicians both here and abroad in these difficult times as 
they wrestle with these problems.

 Please pray for bereaved people in Austria and France who have lost       
family members killed by avalanches. Austrians trapped in their homes 
because of the depth of snow and the family of a 9 year old boy killed 
when a tree collapsed under the weight of snow. 

 Remember the family of the teenage boy who was seriously hurt in a boat 
moored off the Isle of Wight. Pray for all families who have lost young or 
teenaged children especially those affected in war zones.



SWANAGE FOOD BANK

Dear United Reformed Church Congregation,

A very big thank you for your wonderfully   
generous Christmas donations to us.  
Forty eight  Christmas Hampers went out this year and your 
donations were well in time to help fill these and make outgoing 
food parcels Christmassy too.  Wonderful!!

The quality of the food we receive at any time from you is excellent 
and this means that all of the food parcels we give out throughout 
the year are of top quality and quantity that makes a difference to 
fractured lives.  We also manage to keep the food parcels varied and 
give people diverse things they really want to eat, including treats -
especially for the children.  We often find that new clients burst into 
tears at the sight of their food parcel containing as it does, such a 
heartening array of desirable food stuffs.

Your help to us and to those in need whom we serve is invaluable.  
Without it Food Bank could not deliver to the steady flow of local 
people and families in some form of crisis including lack of finance 
and a temporary inability to feed their families or selves.  Thank you 
very much.    Best wishes for a great New Year.

Catrina Humpherson, Food Bank Secretary.
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REMEMBER THE SWANAGE FOOD BANK
Please place your donations for the local Food Bank in the container in the 
main vestibule. Non-perishable items please. 

Items such as the following are always welcome
Jars and tins ~ marmalade or any spread
Small bags sugar ~ coffee and tea
Tins cold meat, sardines, macaroni cheese, chunky soups, etc.
Tins custard, rice pudding, sponge puds, jellies, Angel Delight
Any biscuits, sweet or savoury, rice, pasta
Toiletries - shower gel, shampoo, toothpaste 

The box is being emptied on a regular basis.

Thank you for your generosity



Fairtrade Fortnight 25th February-10th March

Swanage Fairtrade are planning various activities during Fairtrade 
Fortnight including displays in the library and TIC, school 
assemblies, breakfasts, various Traidcraft stalls and Fairtrade 
tastings in the Co-op. 

The main event will be a quiz night organised by Purbeck Fairtrade 
(see below). Perhaps we could make up a church team??? Please 
ask Anne for further information (apart from the answers).

QUIZ NIGHT! 
Saturday 2nd March at 7 for 7.30 pm

Corfe Castle Village Hall

Pit your wits against other teams, toss your hat into the ring, throw 
caution to the winds! Buy your ticket now for the Quiz (in support 
of Fairtrade)  Get a team together (max 6 members) or join others 

on arrival. £6 per adult, £4 for those in full time education. 

BYO drink and glasses, but there will be nibbles and tea/coffee 
available, and a Traidcraft Stall.. 

Tickets available from Anne Squires on 422882, 
David Kemp on 480007 or from

Corfe Castle Village Stores, 481292. 
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SHOEBOXES
The new year brings the start of the 

work to collect items for the
Christmas Shoeboxes.

During February we are concentrating on:
small toys, hair brushes and combs, gloves, hats, scarves, 

socks, pants (for boys, girls, men and women).                           



CHURCH DIARY FEBRUARY 2019

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

Wed.
Sunday
Monday
Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wed.
Thursday
Sunday

Monday

MARCH
Friday

Saturday
Sunday

Monday
Tuesday

3rd
4th
5th

6th
10th
11th
17th

18th
19th
20th
21st
24th

25th

1st

2nd 
3rd

4th
5th

10.30am
9.45am
1.30pm
7.30pm
12.30pm
10.30am
9.45am
10.30pm

9.45am
1.30pm
12.30pm
7.00pm
10.30am

9.45am

11.00am

7.30 pm
10.30am

9.45am
8.45 to
11.30am

Morning Worship at the Methodist Church
Toddler Group.
‘CU Tuesday group meet in small hall.
Elders Meeting.
Friendship Lunch Club.
Morning Worship led by David Edgington.
Toddler Group.
Morning Worship including Communion led 
by Dr. John Foster.
Half-term holiday. (Toddler Group) 
‘CU Tuesday’ group meet in small hall
Friendship Lunch Club.
Home Group meet at 10 Ballard Estate.
Morning Worship Fairtrade Service led by 
Anne Squires.—followed by the Annual               
General Meeting and Church Lunch at 1 pm           
Toddler Group.

FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT to 10th March
World Day of Prayer at St. Mary’s Church
followed by Soup Lunch at the Rectory Rooms 
for the Bible Society.
Fairtrade Quiz at Corfe Castle Village Hall.
Morning Worship with Methodist friends
at URC led by Paul Freedman.
Toddler Group.
Coffee and Pancake Morning URC.

The Calendar can be found on the Church website
at www.swanage-urc.co.uk

Please advise Jim of any last minute changes of date, time or venue
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MARY FONTANA WILL BE EDITING THE MARCH MAGAZINE.
Please send items to her by the 15th February.  Thank you.

Maureen Marriott prepares The Coffee Rota for each month.  More people are 
needed to help with this task.   Please contact her if you can assist.
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CHURCH ROTAS

DATE Elders Duty Communion PA PPT

3rd Feb N/A N/A N/A N/A

10th Feb Margaret Martin Davina

17th Feb Ann Jim, Paul Graham TBA

24th Feb Mary Elizabeth John S

3rd Mar John Graham TBA

Stewards Coffee Cleaning

3rd Feb N/A N/A Purbeck View 

10th Feb Sue Elizabeth, Lesley polish pews

17th Feb Mary Nora, Sue

24th Feb Charlie Davina, Donalda, Ann Y

3rd Mar Nora Nora, Sue Purbeck View 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Monday 9.45 am Toddler Group Ann Farrer 423691 ~ toddlers@swanage-urc.co.uk

5 pm Beaver Colony email: paulmarchant_24@hotmail.com

6.30 pm Cub Scout Pack David Postlethwaite 426312

Tuesday 4.30 pm Rainbows Karen North 07593 408981.

5.30 - 7 pm Brownie Pack Emily Gadd 07884 255351

7 - 8.30 pm Guide Unit Emily Gadd 07884 255351

Wednesday 7 - 9 pm Explorers Steven Gadd 421484

Saturday 9.30 am Ukulele Group Chris Pullen 423505

Sunday 10.15 am Sunday Fun Club Emily Gadd, 

7 pm Scouts Linda Buckley 423135

SUNDAY FUN CLUB

3rd Emily

10th Volunteer

17th Volunteer

SUNDAY FUN CLUB

24th Volunteer

3rd M TBA

If you are unable to 
fulfil your appointed 

duty do please arrange 
for someone to do it for 

you.
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Toddler Birthdays for February
Riley Gibbons – 11th February

Bodhi Hutchinson – 14th February
Charlie Tott – 22nd February

Please read the
Annual Toddler Report in the Church Book of Reports.

This will be attached to the Toddler Notice Board at the end of the month.

The Church Hall: can you help with a date for this, what was the 
occasion? Written on the back is ‘Jimmy Hansford’s mother’s mother.

Another in an
occasional series of FROM THE ARCHIVES!

Back issues of the Link.

Do you have a copy of the Link from May 2013. This issue is 
missing from the Archives. 



FUN RAISING 2019
Hopefully we will have got off to a good start together at the 
New Year Evening and plans are in place for 2019.

February is a quiet month but we’ll make up for it with two 
gatherings in March and a new venture…...

On Tuesday March 5th we will hold a  Coffee and 
Pancake Morning starting at 8.45 and going on till 
11.30 am. 

NEW VENTURE!
On Friday 8th March, following our Pancake Morning, a regular 
drop-in Coffee Shop will commence.  It will start at 8.45 – 11.30 am, 
with a view to possibly enticing parents from school to come in.  
There will be A FAIRTRADE STALL, a BRIC-A-BRAC and BOOK 
STALL, and Filter Coffee!

Please ‘Drop-In’ and encourage this new venture.

On Saturday the 23rd March we will  have another 
uproarious Beetle Drive – fun for all the family. 

We will also be getting a block booking for The Swanage 
School production of ‘Hairspray’ the week ending Saturday 16thMarch.
Looking forward to seeing you all there with friends and family,

The Fun Raisers

The Home Group has started again

This generally takes place at Pat and John Foster’s home, 10 Ballard 
Estate.  Next meeting is on Thursday, 21st February at 7.00 pm 
finishing at 8.30 pm approximately.

Please do join us as we explore the Bible looking at what it has to 
say to us today.  This is a very happy occasion when we share     
experiences too and, hopefully, learn more about how we can live  
as  Christians in the present world with its many problems.                                             
Maureen Marriott.
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
Theme written by the
Women of Slovenia.
Friday, March 1st. at

St. Mary’s Church 11.00am
Followed by a Soup Lunch in the

Rectory Classroom for the Bible Society.
at 12.00 noon

World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement led by              
Christian women who welcome you to join in prayer and action for 
peace and justice. This program was written by women in Slovenia, one 
of the smallest countries in Europe and a pretty young committee in the 
WDP movement. At the core of the theme, an invitation – Come; and to 
enable the response – Everything is ready. Come to praise, thank, and         
proclaim the kingdom of love.

The invitation is grounded in the parable that Jesus told about a great        
dinner which was attended by the ones called off the streets, as the ones 
invited excused themselves. The community formed around the table is 
not enough to fill the house – there is still room. Who are missing from 
the table in your community? How would you invite and prepare the 
feast?

Throughout the worship service, we hear the stories of those who are 
coming to the table of bread, wine, water, and salt. Their stories reflect the 
political and economic situation from the time Slovenia was a socialist-
communist state to today. Their stories are the voices of the refugee and 
migrant workers, the mothers, the grandmothers, the wives, and the Roma 
people. 

While listening to their stories, we ask for forgiveness for being silent in 
the face of injustice, and we pray that God opens our hearts to compassion 
and understanding. And we leave with a blessing prayer to mutually            
support one another on the path of freedom, justice, and peace.
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‘Any Questions?’
Friday 8th March 2019

“How can I believe in a God who
allows suffering?”

Discussion introduced and led by
Justin Brierley

at Swanage Methodist Church
7.30pm

In a recent viral online video, actor Stephen Fry                        
denounced God as an ‘evil maniac’ because of the                 
suffering in the world. So is Stephen Fry correct?

Or is there a better way to understand God, evil and us?

Justin Brierley has been engaging with objections to God 
for over 10 years and he still believes we can trust in a 

good God, despite the pain we see in the
world around us. Come and find out why!

Justin is Theology and Apologetics Editor for
Premier Christian media and presenter of weekly faith 

show ‘Unbelievable?’ on Premier Christian Radio.                            
He is also a popular podcaster around the world and the 

author of the book Unbelievable? 
Why, after ten years of talking with atheists,

I’m still a Christian (SPCK).

Refreshments from 7 pm – all welcome – admission free!



MAF  - Mission Aviation Fellowship.

SOUTH SUDAN - INSPIRING NEWS
‘Most of the war in South Sudan is about revenge.  
When one of the tribe does something bad to you, 
you will try to get revenge.  So if a tribe kills one 
of your people, you kill five of theirs’.  Samson.

This is just one man’s opinion but it is fair to say that hatred has defined 
much of South Sudan’s short history.  Since gaining independence from 
Sudan a little over seven yours ago, violent conflict dogged its path 
towards peace.  Samson is one of millions of young people trying to live a 
normal life amid the on-off conflict between tribal and political groups.   
Rural communities continue to fight over land and cattle and revenge is an 
overriding emotion for many.

But last summer Samson took part in a healing and reconciliation work-
shop made possible by one of the MAF Country Directors.  It changed his 
life.  Maridi Youth Christian Fellowship (MYCF) is at the forefront of 
trauma healing and reconciliation in South Sudan.  Its monthly church and 
sporting activities enable young people from different tribes to begin the 
healing process.  

By listening to boys and girls whose lives have been devastated by 
conflict MYCF teams help bridge the gap between former enemies.  Once 
trust has been established, they can then discuss what ‘Peace’ in South 
Sudan could look like and how survivors of war can forgive each other 
and begin to build that vision together.  This 5 day Workshop led by 
Corina in partnership with the Episcopal Church of South Sudan was 
attended by 47 young people representing 14 different tribes or 
communities.

At first it was difficult for them to speak about wounds.  They talked with 
them about repentance and forgiveness.  We emphasised the need to end 
negative criticism and on our last day together the groups faced each other  
and repented of their words and actions.  They decided to celebrate their 
differences by forming songs and stories that are unique to their respective 
tribes.   ‘This training has changed me.  Now I am feeling really free.  We 
are all Children of God.’                                                       (info from MAF)
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God’s Word transformed Eduardo

Will you help change the lives of more violent 
young criminals in Central America?

When you meet Eduardo it is impossible to imagine this polite, softly-spoken 
church pastor could ever have been a violent, drug-taking killer.  We have never 
met anyone with such a remarkable story.  Eduardo’s life was utterly tranformed 
when he met Jesus in the pages of the Bible.

Eduardo was born into a poor family in Guatemala City.  This a violent place, 
where murder rates, extortion and violent crime are among the worst in the 
world.  Aged just nine Eduardo took drugs for the first time and slipped into 
gang life.  In the urban slums the drug cartels rule and hire kids like Eduardo as 
couriers, dealers and even as killers.  This is a dark troubled childhood we can 
barely imagine.  He remembers  when a hit man tried to kill him but his weapon 
jammed and he himself spent four years behind bars when he was convicted of 
murder when a teenager.

At the Youth Detention Centre our team met Eduardo and everything changed.  
The Team were shocked at the living conditions.  The cells were overcrowded 
with teenage boys with shaved heads.  Guards were everywhere and they had to 
watch they were not attacked.  Despite this the team came every week to        
distribute scriptures, run Bible studies and share God’s love.  This was where 
Eduardo gave his life to Jesus.  ‘When no-one cared for me Christ came and 
took me in, he said.  My past has been erased.  I was able to know Jesus and 
my life was saved’.

Eduardo became a ‘multiplier’ - an inmate who helps lead Bible  programmes 
from within the detention centre.  When there are riots the Team cannot visit so 
the multiplier become a vital support to new Christians.  Eduardo started running 
church services and leading Bible studies.

When he was released Eduardo trained as a pastor and now leads a church of his 
own.  ‘I do nothing, it’s God who makes those things possible.  God  allowed 
me to be alive because he has a big purpose for me’

Don’t you find his words moving? Every week ten of the toughest criminals give 
their lives to Christ. 

Help the Bible Society change more lives.
Something to remember at Bible Society Lunches on 1st March
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RESOLUTION FOR THE YEAR
By Patience Strong.

When we awoke on New Year’s Day
All things seemed bright and new and - oh!

The great and splendid things that we resolved to do!
We felt we had a glorious chance 

To make another start -
To face the golden future with a brave and happy heart.

But now the first bright day has gone
We find we’re just the same -

Old habits get the upper hand -
We criticise and blame.

The same temptations lie in wait to turn our steps astray.
The same old Devil whispers to us in the same old way!

It is no use making high resolves 
Unless we change inside -

Where enemies are waiting -
Fear and doubt and foolish pride.

Time changes but the human heart will hold 
The seeds of sin until

The voice of Love is heard above the fret and din.

Let’s make one resolution - only one
That’s all we need

Let’s vow to love each other
Love in thought and word and deed.

Imagine what the world would be if we could all obey
This simple little golden rule

Let’s make it start today.
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Centaur
Financial
Services Ltd.

Mortgages - Insurances
Investments - Pensions

Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

49 Station Road
Swanage

BH19 1AD
Tel. (01929) 425818

Financial Director
KEVIN LARGE B.Sc. (Econ) A.C.I.B.

OUR HALLS ARE AVAILABLE TO HIRE
Contact Jeanne Harrison

on 01929 424404

www.swanage-urc.co.uk
and click on the 360° view to see the rooms

Our Facebook page can be found at
Swanage United Reformed Church

The
Besom

in Purbeck

We recycle good
condition furniture, linen, 
kitchen items including

white goods,
to those in need

Contact details 

Tel:  07519 977732

purbeckbesom@gmail.com
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Thinking of selling your property?
For FREE ADVICE, in complete confidence

and without obligation - contact

The Property Professionals
Associate offices in Wareham and London

Tel. 01929 422284 www.corbens.co.uk

We are a small local Charity formed in1989 to assist
cancer patients, their families and friends

If you are a Cancer Patient, or you know someone who is, 
and are in need of help please contact us

Vikki Fooks Gill Norman
01929 761860 01929 424692

Cancare

Registered Charity No. 1014636

Cancer Support Group for the 
Isle of Purbeck

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/swanageurc

did you know that whenever you 
buy                                                                 buy online you could be raising a 

donation for the Church; and it              
won’t cost you anything?

 � Andy Farrer  ~  www.andyfarrer.co.uk
www.corbens.co.uk
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/swanageurc

