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hall on most Sunday
mornings

Our Vision
† To Worship God, Father Son and Holy Spirit
† To make god’s love known to all people
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The Greatest Gift of All
Dear Friends,
Many years ago when I was a teenager,
it was about 1960, my mother presented me with a ball of string on
Christmas morning. It was a bit less than I was expecting but Mum
just told me to go and wind it up. So off I went up and down our
South London terraced house. She’d wrapped it round the colourful
paper chains which we had made together, round the hall light
fittings from which ceiling hung yellow, pink and blue Chinese
lanterns and wound it around the big paper star on the back of the
front door.
The string went all through my grandmother’s downstairs flat,
above her old fashioned black range and across the mantelpiece
full of Christmas cards sparkling with glitter. Then the string went
up the stairs again to our flat, and was wrapped round the holly and
the mistletoe dangling above the kitchen door. Mystified I followed
the string into our front room, all decorated for Christmas and then
the string disappeared behind the small, brightly decorated
Christmas tree. Finally I found the end of the string, which was tied
around a cream and brown record player! A record player was
every teenage girl’s dream present that year. I was so touched,
because I knew that my parents really couldn’t afford such a
present, but they had still saved up for it anyway.
Christmas is a time of giving gifts, which reminds Christians of the
great gift which God sent. Even without presents in 1960 or 2018,
we would still have Christmas, because every year we have a very
special present from God. God sent Jesus, the Word who had been
with God from the beginning, to live amongst us and to be born as
a baby, as we were. Jesus was born a king but a very different kind
of king, one who was born into a humble yet devout family and
whose crib was a manger from which the animals fed.
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The first people to hear about the baby Jesus were poor
shepherds, who were almost outcasts in Jewish society. It was to
such as these that the angels’ message of peace and joy through
the birth of the Messiah was first given. However, it is clear from
the New Testament that Jesus came as a gift for all people. How
must God have felt sending the one who had been with him for all
time to the flawed world of humanity? How much must it have cost
God, not only to send Jesus but to suffer with him when he died on
the cross, killed by a cruel world? However, through Jesus’
sacrifice and message of love, God gave us another gift, the gift of
a new covenant for those who follow Christ’s way and the promise
of a new life in God’s Kingdom.
We cannot give God anything comparable to His wonderful gift but,
in Christina Rossetti’s words from ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’, we can
give him our hearts.
May the Christ child be born again in your hearts this Christmas.
Wishing you every blessing this Christmas and for 2019.
Janet Jennings ~ a member and Elder of Wareham URC

Children’s Fun Club
Saturday 15th December
10 am to 3 pm
Contact Emily for more information

Your Editors Maureen
and Mary would like
to wish you all a very
Happy and Peaceful
Christmas and
New Year.

5

Church Family News
Please continue to remember the following members and friends in your
prayers:


Gloria Marsh, Juliette and Jasmine Gadd, Jeanne, Robert,
Iris Wickens, Pat Foster, Martyn and Ellen Green,
Una recovering from surgery, Betty Norman and Jean Chinchen
The family of our friend Sid Postlethwaite in their loss.
Thanks….
I would like to say a huge thank you to all my friends at
Church for all their kind messages, prayers, cards and visits
during my stay in hospital. It was so much appreciated and
I hope I will be back at Church before too long
Una.

Church & Community Prayers:


We remember the young people of our town and the Wave Project
who do such a good job of ministering to them; we hope that they
may learn the true meaning of Christmas amidst all the
excitement of receiving gifts.



Please remember people who will spend Christmas alone,
especially those recently bereaved. Christmas can be a very lonely
time; we pray that they may feel your love and peace surrounding
them.



We give thanks for the Food Bank and the volunteers who give their
time to run it. We hope that those who have need of it will find some
special treats in their boxes at this special time.



We ask your prayers for those frustrated by illness, who can see no
end to their pain, also people depressed or in debt for whom
Christmas can be an especially difficult time.



Lord we give thanks for the Elders of Swanage, Wareham and
Skinner Street churches who have been working hard to keep our
respective churches running smoothly during the vacancy.
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World Concerns:


We pray for the leaders involved in the Brexit
negotiations and hope that Your will, will be done.



We remember in our prayers the many people
affected by the fires in California, those who have lost homes, and
with them all their precious belongings. We especially remember
the fire-fighters working in extreme conditions in their efforts to
control the fire and its devastation.



There are many places in our world today suffering the result of
extreme weather conditions, flooding of homes and crops, drought
and earthquakes; we ask that help and support will get through to
where it is needed.



We also ask your prayers for the children of Yemen who are
suffering the consequences of 4 years of conflict, leaving them
severely malnourished and facing an added disaster of a cholera
outbreak due to a lack of sanitation and clean water.
Churches Together Dates for December & January
Open Air Carols Saturday 8th December at noon in Station Road

One Door Cinema Club 15th Dec at Emmanuel at 4pm. The Nativity.
Admission free. Bring your children and grandchildren.
Town Carol Service on 16th Dec at 6.30pm in St Mary’s
‘If My People’ 9th January - Mo Andrews of Good Neighbours and
Dementia Awareness.
13th March - Pauline Werber from the Food Bank.
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 18th-26th January Market Place
for various Fresh Expressions projects at URC on Saturday 26th.
It would include community projects not necessarily Christian, aiming to
identify needs, work together and avoid duplication.
United Service - 27th January at URC
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Christmas Services
Sunday 2nd December
10.30 am Joint Service at the Methodist Church.
Led by the Worship Preparation Group
Sunday 9th December
10.30 am Morning Worship and Holy Communion. Led by Margaret
Leivesley
6.30 pm Carols by Candlelight with the uniform groups Led by Emily
Gadd
Sunday 16th December
10.30 am Nativity Service Led by Emily Gadd and the Young People
Sunday December 23rd
10.30 am Christmas Praise. Led by the Worship Preparation Group
Monday December 24th Christmas Eve
6 pm
Carol Service. Led by Tim Marcus
December 25th Christmas Day
10 am Christmas Day Praise. Led by Tim Marcus
Sunday 30th December
10.30 am Cafe Church with coffee and croissant
Led by the Worship Preparation Group.

Thank you to everyone who has written a Pastoral Letter for The Link
magazine during this time of Vacancy.
We have had contributions from Paul, John, Maureen, Margaret, Davina,
Anne S., Revd Tim Meachin, Janet (Wareham URC), Ann F., Jeanne,
Revd Chris Moreton, and Donalda.
If you would like to help please let me know, so I can add
your name to the list. Any offers would be very welcome;
please don’t wait to be asked.
Ann F.
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Brightest and Best of the Sons of the Morning
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning,
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid;
Star of the East, the horizon adorning,
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.
Cold on His cradle the dewdrops are shining;
Low lies His head with the beasts of the stall.
Angels adore Him in slumber reclining,
Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all.
Shall we not yield Him, in costly devotion
Odours of Edom and offerings divine,
Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean,
Myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine?
Vainly we offer each ample oblation,
Vainly with gifts would His favour secure.
Richer by far is the heart's adoration;
Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning,
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid;
Star of the East, the horizon adorning,
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.
Reginald Heber, 1811
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CHURCH DIARY DECEMBER/JANUARY 2018/19
Sunday

2nd 10.30am Readings & Carols for Advent with our

Monday
Tuesday
Saturday
Sunday

3rd
4th
8th
9th

9.45am
1.30pm
12 noon
10.30am

Sunday

9th

6.30pm

Monday
Wednesday
Saturday
Sunday

10th
12th
15th
16th

9.45am
3.30pm
10-3pm
10 am

Monday
Wednesday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Sunday
2019 Jan.
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Sunday

Monday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

6.30pm
17th 9.45am
19th 12.30pm
23rd 10.30am
24th 6pm
25th 10 am
30th 10.30am
6th
8th
9th
13th
14th
15th
17th
20th

10.30am
7.30pm
3.30pm
10.30am
9.45am
1.30pm
7pm
10.30pm

21st
26th
27th
28th

9.45am
4-6.30pm
10.30am
9.45am

friends from the Methodist Church at URC
Toddler Group meet in Large Hall
‘CU Tuesday’ Social & Craft Group
Open Air Carols in Station Road
Morning Worship & Communion led by
Margaret Leivesley
Carols by Candlelight with our Uniformed
Groups led by Emily Gadd
Toddler Group meet in large hall
Informal Service at Burr Stone Mead
Christmas Fun Club
Christmas Nativity led by Emily followed by
Church Christmas Lunch.
Town Carol Service at St. Mary’s
Toddler Christmas Service & Party All welcome
Luncheon Club
Christmas Praise
Carol Service led by Tim Marcus
Christmas Day Praise led by Tim Marcus
Café Church. Relaxed Service in large hall
with coffee & croissants, with Wareham URC
Joint Covenant Service at Methodist Church
Meeting of Elders
Informal Service at Burr Stone Mead
Morning Worship led by Rev. Andy Roberts
Toddler Group meet in Large Hall
‘CU Tuesday’
Home Group, 10 Ballard Road.
Morning Worship & Communion led by
Margaret Leivesley followed by Church
Meeting
Toddler Group meet in large hall
New Year Social
Churches Together United Service at URC
Toddler Group meet in large hall

The Calendar can be found on the Church website
at www.swanage-urc.co.uk
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CHURCH ROTAS DECEMBER
DATE

Elders Duty

2nd Dec

John F.

9th Dec

Mary F.

Communion

John P, Chris, John F.

PA

PPT

Eliz/Martin

Davina

Davina

John F

“ 6.30 pm

Nora

Graham

Emily

16th Dec

Nora

Graham

Emily

23rd Dec

Ann

Graham

Emily

24th Dec

Jim

25th Dec

Eddie

Paul

TBA

30th Dec

Mary

Graham

N/A

TBA

Stewards

Coffee

2nd Dec

Nora

Davina Donalda Ann

9th Dec

Sue

Elizabeth & Lesley

6.30 pm

Mary + 1

Scouts

16th Dec

Mary

Maureen & Phyl

23rd Dec

Charlie

Junior Church

30th Dec

Nora

Elizabeth & Lesley

SUNDAY FUN CLUB

SUNDAY FUN CLUB

2nd

Emily

23rd

Emily

9th

Emily

30th

Emily

16th

Emily

Cleaning

If you are unable to
fulfil your appointed
duty do please
arrange for someone to
do it for you.

Laughter……
A woman went to the post office to buy stamps for her
Christmas cards.
“What denomination?” asked the clerk. “Oh good
heavens! Have we come to this?” said the woman.
“Well, give me fifty Catholic and fifty Baptist ones.”
Anonymous
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CHURCH ROTAS JANUARY 2019
DATE

Elders Duty

Communion

PA

PPT

6th Jan

n/a

n/a

n/a

13th Jan

Gill

Eliz

Davina

20th Jan

Nora

John S.

Davina

27th Jan

TBA

Grah/J.

John S

3rd Feb

TBA

Martin

TBA

TBA

Stewards

Coffee

6th Jan

n/a

n/a

13th Jan

Sue

Davina Donalda Ann

20th Jan

Mary

Junior Church

27th Jan

TBA

Maureen & Phyl

3rd Feb

Nora

Elizabeth, Lesley

SUNDAY FUN CLUB

SUNDAY FUN CLUB

6th

n/a

27th

13th

Emily

20th

Emily

3rd Feb

n/a

Cleaning

If you are unable to
fulfil your appointed
duty do please arrange
for someone to do it for
you.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday

9.45 am

Toddler Group

Ann Farrer 423691 ~ toddlers@swanage-urc.co.uk

5 pm

Beaver Colony

email: paulmarchant_24@hotmail.com

6.30 pm

Cub Scout Pack

David Postlethwaite 426312

7 pm

Scouts

Linda Buckley 423135

4.30 pm

Rainbows

Karen North 07593 408981.

5.30pm

Brownie Pack

Emily Gadd 07884 255351

7 - 8.30 pm

Guide Unit

Emily Gadd 07884 255351

Wednesday

7 - 9 pm

Explorers

Steven Gadd 421484

Saturday

9.30 am

Ukulele Group

Chris Pullen 423505

Sunday

10.15 am

Sunday Fun Club

Tuesday

Emily Gadd

12

Toddlers has been very well attended during November.
We are having to consider the possibility of re-instating a waiting list, but
some extra volunteers for the rota would be another option.
Please think about it; if you can spare an hour or two to help us, on
some Monday mornings, we would be very grateful.
Thank you.
Birthdays
Ellis Richards
Stella Colvile
Megan Titley
Taylor Gibbons
Matilda Mawson

th

15 December
25th December
26th December
28th December
31st December

Zack Fairwater
Hugo Durand

10th January
13th January

We wish all our Toddlers and their families a very Happy Christmas
and look forward to seeing you all again in the New Year.
• Last day of this term will be 17th December •

Church Polo Shirts
You can order your shirts from Helen, Pat Hardy’s grand-daughter,
so there is no problem with deliveries. If you would like to place
an order you can contact Helen at icanbeltd@gmail.com or phone
her on 07900 916696. Use the order code URCFarrer which will
indicate the exact colour and logo which has been set up for
Swanage URC. The cost of each shirt is £15.00 and this can be
paid online directly to Helen. No minimum order as the set-up
charge has been paid. Bags with our logo are also available at
£3.50 each.
Any queries to Ann or Jim.
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News from The Leprosy Mission
Twin boys Joy and Bijoy were found by The
Leprosy Mission’s outreach team in
Bangladesh. The team was shocked to find
such a high number of children showing
signs of leprosy. They found Joy and Bijoy
who both had patches on their arms,
indicating leprosy.
But the Leprosy Mission’s outreach teams
around the world are determined to find
other children like Joy and Bijoy. They go to
incredible lengths to reach these remote villages.
They travel on motorbikes or by rickshaw. And often, in bad
weather, they must be pulled through mud in order to reach their
destination. But the team never gives up.
Imagine how Joy and Bijoy’s parents felt, knowing both their
children might have leprosy. I can’t imagine how this family feel,
living hidden away in a remote village unaware they could have
this terrible disease and not having anywhere to go for help.
But now Joy and Bijoy have been tested for leprosy. If they have
the disease, they are fortunate that it has been caught early and
this is because of donations. It costs just £24 to bring the cure to
children like Joy and Bijoy.
You may remember Anil from Sri Lanka who I told you about in a
previous issue. He had leprosy and was being cared for by his
grandparents having been rejected by his mother’s new husband.
After receiving treatment and food parcels
to build up his strength he is now enjoying
tending vegetables on a small plot of land
which his grandfather has given him.
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Fund Raising 2018
In spite of the fact that several of our efforts this year were planned with
the emphasis on Fellowship rather than money we have raised over
£2000 pounds.
The Fun Raisins thank you all for your magnificent response to our
various activities and your generosity over the
year.
Our planning has already started for next year
beginning with a
New Year Social on SAT 26TH JAN 2019
so keep it free. (No charge BUT there will be a
Raffle!)
Fun Raisins.
Cher, Sue, Shirley, Nora, Elizabeth. (Co-opted: Lesley, Gill and Ann Y)

Thank you to everyone who supported the Bible
Society coffee morning held at Emmanuel recently.
As well as having an enjoyable morning with
friends and delicious cakes, we raised £276.63 for
the work of the Bible Society.

Our Ukulele Group played in Town on
November 17th to raise money for
Children in Need.
It was a very cold and blustery day
(an Easterly was blowing straight off the sea) and we
spent a lot of time rescuing music and stands that had been blown
over by the wind, but despite the conditions we managed to raise
£246.27 and would like to thank everyone who supported us
especially the hardy people who were shaking buckets for us.
URC Ukes
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Blythswood News
Blythswood’s after school programme in western Romania first opened its
doors in 2001. Seventeen years later many of the first children to enrol in
Talita Kum are themselves parents.
Izaura, now 24, has a 6 year old son in the reception class at school. As
she is able to help him with his homework, she
acknowledges the role that Blythswood played
in enabling her to achieve literacy.
Izaura came from one of the poorest Roma
families in Jimbolia and faced every
disadvantage in her education. Both her
parents were illiterate. Seeing little value in
education, they were late in enrolling their
children in school.
In the classroom, Izaura had to learn a new language, her mother tongue
being Romani, and not Romanian. At home there was no-one to help
her. Sometimes she missed weeks, even months, of school due to
chaotic domestic circumstances. Her father was abusive, violent towards
his children and his neighbours, and spent some time in jail.
In spite of everything, Izaura did well at school. And this she attributes to
the help she received at Talita Kum. There she received a cooked meal
every day and had access to hot showers and clean clothes. More than
that she had the attention of the social workers and teacher. The result
was that the shy and quiet child made steady progress with her school
work and learned to read and write well.
Today TK2 extends Talita Kum’s winning combination of nutrition and
education to children in junior and secondary schools.
Without that advantage, Izaura completed just five years at school and,
having married at seventeen, has never had paid employment.
But with Blythswood help, these five years were
sufficient to transform her life and that of her family.
“Right now Izaura is a homemaker and is focussed on
raising her “son,” says Adrian Popa, whose ambition
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has been to improve the life chances of the poorest children in his home
town of Jimbolia. “She will look for a job when she feels she can manage
home and work responsibilities. She knows that without Talita Kum she
would not be able to help her son Cristian at school now. For this she is
really grateful.”
Looking at the wider impact of the programme, Adrian observes that the
rate of early school leaving fell from 45% in 2009 to just 1.5% in 2017.
“It’s more than just educational achievements,” he adds. The TK
programme actually means better people, that the youngsters who go
through the programme really add value to their community.
Blythswood Care gives financial support to Inverness Street Pastor.
While this ministry addresses the vulnerability of young people whose
unwise choices may put them at risk after a night out, it’s there for people
of all ages, as this report from Sue Hadfield illustrates.
“We said hello to a middle aged gentleman who was standing outside a
pub, having a smoke. Small talk quickly turned into him opening up his
heart. He was full of pain since his best friend committed suicide last
Christmas. Meeting up with his mates for a couple of pints was his way of
taking his mind off it and getting temporary relief, but the pain didn’t go
away.
It’s worse at this time of year and harder to deal with. The pain of
bereavement,, of not knowing what had been happening beneath the
surface in the life of his best friend. The pain of ‘what if’ and ‘if only’. The
pain of blaming himself, of putting on a brave face in front of his mates, of
having no-one to talk to.
“We listened and gave him time to unburden himself. We asked if we
could pray with him and he said “yes”. We prayed that he would experience Jesus, the Prince of Peace, and our God of love and forgiveness.
“Pray that this will be just the first of many encounters which will enable
him to forgive himself, and to remember the friendship and the good
times that they had together rather than the pain that now engulfs him.
God knows, God understands, God cares. God loves him. God wants to
set him free.”
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Celebrate the Joy of Christmas with Swanage Town Band
The Swanage Town Band are once again looking forward to spreading
some Christmas joy with their annual performance at the Swanage High
Street Methodist Church on
Wednesday 12th December at 7.30pm
This popular FREE event will as usual include a section of well-known
seasonal tunes and carols for audience participation and a varied
programme of music not often heard at the bandstand.

Proceeds from a retiring collection will be shared between the
Renal Dialysis Unit, Dorchester and Julia’s House Children’s Hospice.
With FREE admission AND mince pies, tea and coffee available in the
interval this is an evening not to be missed!
Eddie Noades

HANDEL’S MESSIAH - Saturday 8th December

What better way to start the Christmas Celebrations
than with ‘The Messiah’ Please join the Purbeck
Arts Choir, Youth Choir and Orchestra on Saturday
8th December at 7.30 in St Mary’s Church.
Advance tickets £10 from Corbens, choir members
or Liz Roberts. 01929 481419 - £12 on the door.
The Concert is to support
‘Friends of Swanage Hospital’

Centaur
Financial
Services Ltd.

The
Besom
in Purbeck

Mortgages - Insurances
Investments - Pensions
Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

We recycle good
condition furniture, linen,
kitchen items including
white goods,
to those in need

49 Station Road
Swanage
BH19 1AD
Tel. (01929) 425818

Contact details

KEVIN LARGE B.Sc. (Econ) A.C.I.B.

Financial Director

Tel: 07519 977732
purbeckbesom@gmail.com

OUR HALLS ARE AVAILABLE TO HIRE
Contact Jeanne Harrison
on 01929 424404

www.swanage-urc.co.uk
and click on the 360° view to see the rooms

Our Facebook page can be found at
Swanage United Reformed Church
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Thinking of selling your property?

For FREE ADVICE, in complete confidence
and without obligation - contact

The Property Professionals
Associate offices in Wareham and London

Tel. 01929 422284

Cancare

www.corbens.co.uk

Cancer Support Group for the
Isle of Purbeck

We are a small local Charity formed in1989 to assist
cancer patients, their families and friends
If you are a Cancer Patient, or you know someone who is,
and are in need of help please contact us
Vikki Fooks
01929 761860

Gill Norman
01929 424692

Registered Charity No. 1014636

buy

did you know that whenever you
buy online you could be raising a
donation for the Church; and it
won’t cost you anything?
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/swanageurc
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