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For ALL your
household needs
Members of the
British Hardware Federation
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Plumbing and
Heating

Immersion Heaters,
Cylinders,
Cold Water Tanks
Ball Valves,
Showers,
Bathroom Installations
Washing Machine and
Dishwasher Installations,
Outside Taps and more.

Call Kevin 8 am to 10 pm - 7 days
Mobile 0747-512-8249 or 01929 448548

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
Monumental Masons
Independent Family
Owned Business
Established 1892
Offering a caring and
professional service
Private Chapels of Rest
Floral Tributes
Memorials
Provider of the Dorset
Funeral Plans

Telephone 01929 422445
For Day & Night Service
ALL AREAS COVERED
email:
office@jamessmithfunerals.co.uk
www.funeraldirector.co.uk

You can find a
Traidcraft Stall in the
hall on most Sunday
mornings

Our Vision
† To Worship God, Father Son and Holy Spirit
† To make god’s love known to all people
† To show God’s love by the way we lead our lives
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Minister: Revd Martyn Neads
The Manse, 26 Queens Road
Swanage, BH19 2ER
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01929 475694

ADMIN TEAM
Paul Freedman
2 Mill Cottages, Ulwell
Swanage, BH19 3DG
Tel. 01929 423772
admin@swanage-urc.co.uk
PLUS
Chris Pullen
Ann and Jim Farrer
FINANCE TEAM
Chair:
John Foster
Book Keeper Cher Marcus
Cashier:
Elizabeth Shore
Gift Aid:
Gill Norman
‘THE LINK’ EDITORS
Mary Fontana ~ 424192
mary.fontana@mypostoffice.co.uk
Maureen Marriott ~ 426325
alan@amarriott.plus.com
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Pastoral Letter
When you read this, we’ll be getting closer to the thing that
we’ve been anticipating and waiting for, for a long time...
Lots of work has gone into it; people have been dedicated to its success;
I'm sure there have been sleepless nights, lengthy conversations and
frustrations along the way but the end result, they say, should be exactly
what ‘we’ want.
You all know what it is that I’m thinking about I'm sure.
We’re not very good at waiting, I’m appalling at it. It’s not normally Lent
but Advent that’s traditionally known as the time of ‘waiting’. It’s exciting
because there is an endpoint, we know what to expect and when to
expect it, but with so many of our day-to-day things, things are less
certain. We hope, we ‘expect’ but we rarely know for definite. How many
of us spend much of our time and thoughts, waiting?
So of course, what I’m referring to is the thing that I am sure has been
pre-occupying our thoughts for months if not years and that, imminently
we hope will happen. “Royaume Uni, douze points”
The Eurovision Song Contest, what else could I have meant?!
ESC, as I like to call it, is just around the corner and our well-known
national treasure, Michael Rice, will represent our country in what is
probably the greatest show of talent on Earth. They’ve even managed to
get Australia into Europe because it’s so great and all for the chance to
hear those immortal four words!
What else have we been waiting for, reading about and thinking would
never actually happen over these past months or years?!
Removing the flippancy, we are about to find out and realise the ‘end
point’ on a number of things that have a connection that runs through
them. Are we better united or divided?
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As you read this, we will have realised the results of waiting, planning,
prayer and dedication as we’ll have welcomed Martyn into the life and
family of our churches.
For him, as much as for our church families, this will have been the
culmination of months of deep thought, consideration and challenges but
ultimately will deliver the result that ‘we’ had hoped for. We’re not just
hoping for spiritual growth with Martyn, we’re even growing in terms of
geography with our friends from Skinner Street! But what we are hoping
for, I hope, is for our growth in unity with each other and especially into
our wider communities.
Something will have also, maybe, possibly, in some way (or indeed not)
happened regarding our country’s membership of a wider body (I’m not
even going to use the term). Whatever has happened at the time of
printing will have been intended in some manner to bring ‘us’ closer
together, to deliver what ‘we’ want but in doing so has it pushed us
further apart, built up barriers?
We’re at a time in our spiritual, personal and cultural lives where we’re
about to realise the culmination of many differing waiting periods. It’s
exciting and scary at the same time; just like any good rollercoaster
you’re never quite sure when it will end and when that next loop will
appear on the horizon.
Will ‘we’ get what ‘we’ want? As long as that ‘we’ includes Christ then we
have the strength to work together and deliver what ‘He’ wants. What
barriers can we break down when we’re united?
And so, back to the ESC…
If Australia being allowed in to the competition is an indication of how to
break down barriers, albeit geographical ones, then maybe the concept
of churches focusing on unity isn’t so difficult.
Tim Marcus
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Church Family News
Please continue to remember the following friends in your prayers:


Juliette and Jasmine Gadd, John and Pat Foster, Maureen
Marriot, Jean Chinchen, Gloria Marsh, Betty Norman, Iris
Wickens, John Lazenbury, Pat Herbert, Martyn and Ellen Green,
Una Fowler, Diane Ford.

Church & Community Prayers:


Please pray for Martyn and our Elders as they begin their work
together for the growth and progression of our Church.



Remember in your prayers the volunteers who run the town’s
Food Bank, a vital resource for many. We give thanks to those
whose weekly donations of food etc. keep it running.



We pray for the Ministers and congregations of our churches in
Swanage as they prepare for their Easter Celebrations - such
an important time in our Church life.

World Concerns:


We remember those who live in countries torn apart by war and
division who have no power, no rights and often, no homes. We
ask that the light of Christ may shine into the hearts of the
opposing factors that they might listen to each other and work
together for all.



We especially remember in our prayers the estimated 2.6
million people who have been affected by Cyclone Idai in
Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe. We pray that aid will reach
the people, especially those cut off in remote areas desperately
in need of food, water, clothing and shelter. Remember also the
aid workers working hard to supply that aid.
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Whatever happens to the political
machinations over the recent weekend we
can be sure that Rev Martyn Neads, Lynn
and Alex will receive a very warm welcome
in this corner of Dorset.
The settling in process has hardly begun so
it will be our duty to ease them in gradually.
This will include giving them all space to get used to their
surroundings and get to know us as individuals. For us, we have to
learn just three names, for Martyn and Lynn it will be quite a
mammoth job not just to be able to put a name to a face, but then
to link that face with a church.
For the new pastorate to succeed it will need us all to work hard at
getting to know our colleagues from both Wareham and Skinner
Street; getting to know them and collaborating together.
Will we get to the stage of being like the Trinity, three in one and
one in three?
Jim Farrer

SWANAGE FOOD BANK
Please place your donations for the local Food Bank in the container in the
main vestibule. Non-perishable items please.
Items such as the following are always welcome
Jars and tins ~ marmalade or any spread
Small bags sugar ~ coffee and tea
Tins cold meat, sardines, macaroni cheese, chunky soups, etc.
Tins custard, rice pudding, sponge puds, jellies, Angel Delight
Any biscuits, sweet or savoury, rice, pasta
Toiletries - shower gel, shampoo, toothpaste
The box is being emptied on a regular basis.

Thank you for your generosity
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SHOEBOXES
During April we will be
concentrating on collecting
pretty things, jewellery etc.
and flannels

A reflection for Lent as we journey towards Easter
Fast from judging others; feast on the Christ dwelling within them.
Fast from emphasis on differences; feast on the unity of all life.
Fast from apparent darkness; feast on the reality of light.
Fast from words that pollute; feast on phrases that purify.
Fast from discontent; feast on gratitude.
Fast from anger; feast on optimism.
Fast from worry; feast on trust.
Fast from complaining; feast on appreciation
Fast from negatives; feast on affirmatives.
Fast from unrelenting pressures; feast on unceasing prayer.
Fast from hostility; feast on nonviolence.
Fast from bitterness; feast on forgiveness.
Fast from self-concern; feast on compassion for others.
Fast on personal anxiety; feast on eternal truth.
Fast from discouragement; feast on hope.
Fast from facts that depress; feast on truth that uplifts.
Fast from lethargy; feast on enthusiasm.
Fast from suspicion; feast on truth.
Fast from thoughts that weaken; feast on promises that inspire.
Fast from idle gossip; feast on purposeful silence.
(Author unknown)
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CHURCH POLO SHIRTS
Our existing polo shirts with the Church emblem
are looking rather tired and faded, and as there is a new URC logo,
it seems a good time to upgrade
Helen, Pat Hardy’s grand-daughter can supply these
at a cost of £15
The design is already prepared so there is no set-up charge
If you would like to place an order you can contact Helen at
icanbeltd@gmail.com or phone her on 07900 916696. Use the order
code URCFarrer which will indicate the exact colour and logo which has
been set up for Swanage URC
There is also a cotton bag bearing the Church logo at £3.50

We’ve been busy with stickers and glue
again recently.
Anne made gingerbread men at the
beginning of Fairtrade fortnight, which
the children enjoyed.
They then coloured gingerbread prints
and listened to the story of the
Gingerbread Man at singing time.
If you would like to join our rota of helpers
please let us know.
We can easily find something for you to do!
There are only two birthdays this
month,
both on the 18th April.
Rowen Hoad – will be 4
Albie Lambert – will be 3
The Toddler Team
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CHURCH DIARY APRIL 2019
9.45am
1.30pm
8.45am
10.30 am
7.30pm
3.30pm
6.pm
10.30 am
1.30pm
12.30pm
8.45am
5.50am
10.30am

Toddler Group
‘CU Tuesday’
Coffee@112 in the large hall
Morning Worship at the Methodist Church
Elders’ Meeting
Informal Service at Burr Stone Mead
Quiz and ploughman’s supper
Morning Worship, led by Lex McKee
‘CU Tuesday’
Luncheon Club
Good Friday Coffee & hot cross buns @ 112
Sunrise Service on the beach
Morning Worship, Revd Martyn Neads
including Holy Communion
Home Group
Morning Worship, Revd Martyn Neads
followed by Church Family Lunch and
Toddler Group

Monday
Tuesday
Friday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wed.
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wed.
Friday
Sunday

1st
2nd
5th
7th
9th
10th
13th
14th
16th
17th
19th
21st

Thursday
Sunday

25th
7pm
28th 10.30am

Monday
MAY
Sunday

29th

9.45am

5th

10.30am Joint service with our Methodist friends led
by Revd Ric Fellowes
3.30pm ‘Besom in Purbeck’ a talk by Donalda to
include a delicious cream tea.

The theme chosen for our
AGM was
‘New beginnings’.
April is the start of this new
chapter in the life of
Swanage URC as the
pastorate expands to
welcome Skinner Street
URC into the partnership.
The Calendar can be found on the Church website
at www.swanage-urc.co.uk
Please advise Jim of any last minute changes of date, time or venue
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CHURCH ROTAS
DATE

Elders
Duty

Communion

PA

PPT

7th April

N/A

N/A

14th April

John

Martin

Emily

21st April

Jim

John S

Davina

28th April

Ann

Davina

John S

5th May

Nora

Graham

Davina

Ann + 2

Stewards

Coffee

Cleaning

7th April

N/A

N/A

P. View

14th April

Sue

Davina, Donalda, Ann Y

21st April

Mary

Pat H. Ruth

28th April

Charlie

Nora, Sue

5th May

Pat H.

Junior Church

SUNDAY FUN CLUB

SUNDAY FUN CLUB

7th

N/A

28th

Emily

14th

Emily

5th May

Emily

21st

Emily

P. View
If you are unable to
fulfil your appointed
duty do please arrange
for someone to do it for
you.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday

9.45 am

Toddler Group

Ann Farrer 423691 ~ toddlers@swanage-urc.co.uk

5 pm

Beaver Colony

email: paulmarchant_24@hotmail.com

6.30 pm

Cub Scout Pack

David Postlethwaite 426312

7 pm

Scouts

Linda Buckley 423135

4.30 pm

Rainbows

Karen North 07593 408981.

5.30 pm

Brownie Pack

Emily Gadd 07884 255351

7.30 - 9 pm

Guide Unit

Emily Gadd 07884 255351

Wednesday

7 - 9 pm

Explorers

Steven Gadd 421484

Saturday

9.30 am

Ukulele Group

Chris Pullen 423505

Sunday

10.15 am

Sunday Fun Club

Tuesday

Emily Gadd, Elizabeth Shore
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TWAM | Tools with a Mission
What we do
Our mission is to collect unwanted tools, refurbish them, sort them
into trade kits and send them across the world for livelihood
creation. We send around 20 containers filled with over 300 tonnes
of tools every year.
Why we do it
We want to support local people supporting their own communities
through livelihood creating projects. We believe there is dignity
through work and the ability to provide for yourself and your
family. We believe entire communities can be transformed through
training and the provision of tool kits and equipment.
Our motivation
We believe that God's heart reaches out to the poor and that He
calls us to follow His example.
“You have been a refuge for the poor, a refuge for the needy in
their distress, a shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat.”
Isaiah 25:4 (NIV)
Our motivation is to be a refuge for the poor, a safe place to find
support, hope and dignity through the provision of tools and
equipment.
A Christian charity sending tools across the world
Tools with a Mission
Contact Rosemary Moore ~ 424106
Community Prayer Calendar for April
April 7th Emmanuel Baptist Church
April 14th Swanage Surgery
April 21st Dementia Friendly Community
April 28th The Art Workshop
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CHARITY FOR 2019
The outright choice for this year is ‘BESOM in PURBECK’.
Davina is coming to give an all singing and dancing presentation
on SUNDAY 5TH MAY at 3.30 pm
We will serve a Cream Tea and ask for
donations for this worthy cause.
Everyone is welcome and do bring friends to
help spread the word.
FUN RAISING IN APRIL
This month Tom has agreed to be Quiz Master one
more time – then he’s thinking of retiring!
Our Quiz is on Saturday 13th April starting at 6 pm
and finishing about 8.15. There will be a Ploughman’s
Supper and the cost of entry will be £5, accompanied
children free.
If you plan to come please tell one of the team
so we know numbers for catering.
Previously this has been a popular and much
enjoyed event so numbers are important!

Elizabeth, Cher, Sue, Shirley, AnnY, Nora, Eddie and Pat

Congratulations to all involved in the recent Beetle
Drive, such a fun evening, enjoyed by all who were
there, plus a grand total of £241 was raised, to be
shared by our charity for 2019 - Besom - and
Church Funds.
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Stepwise is coming!

What is Stepwise?

Stepwise is the new intergenerational United Reformed Church discipleship
development programme. It is for people of all ages and backgrounds.
Stepwise is an integral part of Walking the Way – living the life of Jesus today,
the United Reformed Church’s focus on whole-life discipleship and mission.
Further information about the programme is available from the URC website
on the Stepwise page. https://urc.org.uk/stepwise/Stepwise-flyer.pdf
Wessex Synod is pleased to confirm that Stepwise will soon be rolled out in
our Synod. A Synod Stepwise Advocacy Group was formed last Autumn and
they have been working hard to make sure that all the procedures are put in
place to ensure safe recruitment and orientation of voluntary facilitators and
mentors. We hope that we will have some groups following the Faith Filled
Life Stream in Wessex later this year. If these are not in your area – please
don’t worry – groups will be starting at different times in different areas
according to numbers and need.
This is what you need to know

All participants wanting to engage in the Stepwise programme will
have to begin with completing Faith Filled Life

If you want to participate in Faith Filled Life, go to our Synod
website and fill in an application form, and send this to Ruth Heine,
development@urcwessex.org.uk You will then be contacted by a
member of the Synod Advocacy Group.

Synod will identify where the learning Hubs will be located within
the Synod

Groups will be formed logically for participants, and appointed
facilitators will be asked to travel (where appropriate). Groups



will then be registered with the Stepwise hub at Church
House and you will receive a login for your online learning.
You will have a mentor throughout Stepwise, and if you are
unable to identify one from your church, you will be given
help to find one.

Following on from Faith Filled Life, there will be Faith Fuelled
Leadership, Faith Filled Community and Faith filled Confidence.
Then the final stream will be Faith Filled Worship.
You can do all of these or just select what you feel God is calling
you on to after completing Faith Filled Life.
If you want to know any more about this, please contact :- Mary Thomas
dso-s@urcwessex.org.uk or Ray Stanyon dso-n@urcwessex.org.uk
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The Besom in Purbeck
Firstly a huge thank you to our church
family for choosing The Besom in
Purbeck as the favoured charity for this
year. So many worthy suggestions were put forward at the AGM
that I for one could have voted for them all! We were therefore
more than surprised (but thrilled!) when Besom was announced. The
Funraising Team now have an afternoon planned in May when we can
explain to anyone who cares to come, what we get up to and of course
food will be provided! In the meantime I thought it would be helpful to
write a brief report on our activities, so that you know exactly what you
are fund raising for!
The Besom nationally began in 1987 and exists throughout the
UK. It is a free service and was created to help people make a difference
by providing a bridge between those who want to give time, money or
skills and to those in need, ensuring that what is given is used effectively.
It began in Swanage 20 years ago and has grown exponentially since
that time. We cover the Purbeck District Council region, but the bulk of
our work is within Swanage. We collect good quality items donated to us
and match these with the referrals we receive from the caring agencies,
such as Social Services, Citizens Advice, Health workers, Housing Needs
Officers and so on. We donate particularly to vulnerable people, including
those escaping domestic violence, homelessness, refugees and families
suffering poverty. Our core team is ecumenical in nature and includes our
chaplain, Rev John Staples and we
meet weekly at the warehouse to
discuss issues, clean, sort collections,
PRAY and support each other! These
weekly meetings are invaluable. Our
delivery/collections team has
increased in number, for which we are
forever grateful, and are active once
and sometimes twice a week dealing
with up to 6 calls at a time.
We have no regular funding apart from donations from individuals
so choosing The Besom in Purbeck as SURC’s charity for the year is
more than helpful! Come and hear more on Sunday afternoon 5th May at
our Church Hall and thank you all again!

Davina Freedman
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BREXIT – The aftermath
2nd February 2019
This weekend’s Church and Society Group meeting was
unanimous in its concern over the extent and extremity
of division in our country at the moment. Whatever does or doesn’t
happen on March 29th, a very large proportion of the population is
going to be somewhere between very disappointed and angry and
there have already been warnings of the possibility of civil unrest
from Brexiters should BREXIT not happen, we have already seen
marches in support of the remain stance boasting unprecedented
numbers – 700,000 on the People’s Vote march in October 2018. And
according to the popular press contingency plans are in place to
evacuate the Queen in the event of riots caused by a No Deal
BREXIT.
This is not about the result, whether we stay or go. People with a
Christian (or any other) faith could have found good reason to vote
either way in the original referendum, whatever you think of the
“Lies” or “Scaremongering” noises from both sides. This is about the
level of distrust, the vehemence of the hatred which has been stoked
up, the unchristian racism which is coming to the fore.
But it is also about the tone of the debate at the highest level, in
parliament where the voices of reason on both sides seem few and
far between, where the two main party leaders seem incapable of
civilised debate, outside Parliament where MPs have been intimidated
and described as “Nazi Scum”, which shows, according to a recent
Rowan Williams interview on Newsnight, a complete ignorance of the
meaning of the word Nazi.
That same interview described the “absolute” nature of the debate –
For me to win, you have to lose, lose totally, absolutely! There is no
room for compromise, for listening, for caring about the other and
how they will feel about the outcome. All we have is confrontation.
Surely some attempt at consensus is needed.
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But whatever happens, in the meantime, we encourage you
to pray with us:


that all our civic leaders seek to ensure that the most
disadvantaged, in our country and in other countries, are not
made to suffer more as a result of any decision we come to
over Brexit



for our MPs, many facing conflict between the views of their
constituents and their representative duty to vote for what
they honestly believe to be in the best interests of all, and



that other – pressing social issues are no longer neglected as a
result of all the attention being devoted to this issue.
Synods Church and Society Group
A CELEBRATION OF ENGLISH MUSIC WITH
THE PURBECK ARTS CHOIR
SATURDAY 6TH APRIL, 7.30 pm
ST MARY’S CHURCH, SWANAGE
Join the Purbeck Arts Choir, Youth Choir and
Orchestra for a special ‘Celebration of English Music’ to
mark Jay Buckle’s final concert as Musical Director.

A varied programme includes music from Elgar and Vaughan Williams
with Rutter’s ‘Magnificat’ topping the bill, complemented by pieces from
local composers Helen Ostafew, David Fawcett and Simon Lole.
The Youth Choir and band will be delighting the audience with a Beatles
medley and Sally Aiko Dando will play ‘The Lark Ascending’.
The concert is in support of young people in the arts through the Purbeck
Instrument Loan Scheme and the Douglas Strickland Bursary Fund.
Tickets - adults £10 in advance/£12 on the door, children free, are
available from choir members, Corbens or Liz Roberts 01929 481419
lizcat55@yahoo.co.uk
17

Boiler Installation ~ March 2019
This new installation will reduce our usage of gas and give better heating in the
Church. System installed by South Heat and Electrical
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Centaur
Financial
Services Ltd.

The
Besom
in Purbeck

Mortgages - Insurances
Investments - Pensions
Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

We recycle good
condition furniture, linen,
kitchen items including
white goods,
to those in need

49 Station Road
Swanage
BH19 1AD
Tel. (01929) 425818

Contact details

KEVIN LARGE B.Sc. (Econ) A.C.I.B.

Financial Director

Tel: 07519 977732
purbeckbesom@gmail.com

OUR HALLS ARE AVAILABLE TO HIRE
Contact Jeanne Harrison
on 01929 424404

www.swanage-urc.co.uk
and click on the 360° view to see the rooms

Our Facebook page can be found at
Swanage United Reformed Church
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Thinking of selling your property?

For FREE ADVICE, in complete confidence
and without obligation - contact

The Property Professionals
Associate offices in Wareham and London

Tel. 01929 422284

Cancare

www.corbens.co.uk

Cancer Support Group for the
Isle of Purbeck

We are a small local Charity formed in1989 to assist
cancer patients, their families and friends
If you are a Cancer Patient, or you know someone who is,
and are in need of help please contact us
Vikki Fooks
01929 761860

Gill Norman
01929 424692

Registered Charity No. 1014636

buy

did you know that whenever you
buy online you could be raising a
donation for the Church; and it
won’t cost you anything?
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/swanageurc
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