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You can find a
Traidcraft Stall in the
hall on most Sunday
mornings
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† To Worship God, Father Son and Holy Spirit
† To make God’s love known to all people
† To show God’s love by the way we lead our lives
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Dear Friends,
This is the first ‘pastoral letter’ that I write as the
minister for the Purbeck and Poole Pastorate. It is
less than a month since I started in this role, but I am
already feeling at home here in the three churches.
There are still many things for me to learn – not least
the time it takes to travel between the three places –
but I am beginning to learn a few names and work
out where I’m supposed to be!
As I sit down and write this letter we are in the midst of the journey
through Holy Week. This is always a special time for those of us who
profess the Christian faith, for it is the events of this week that provide us
with the focal point for our faith. It is a week that is filled with a mixture
of high points and low points.
It is, perhaps more than any other, a time for us to remember what our
Lord went through for each one of us. Bryn & Sally Haworth’s hymn,
What kind of love is this, speaks to us about the reality of what happened
on Good Friday, as well as pointing to something of the truth of the grace
of God that is revealed at the cross.
What kind of man is this,
that died in agony?
He who had done no wrong
was crucified for me.
What kind of man is this,
who laid aside his throne
that I may know the love of God what kind of man is this?
However, as we know, that is not all. It is not the end of the story. There is
yet more to come. For we worship not just a crucified Saviour, but also a
risen Lord. And the culmination of Holy Week, the moment when
everything changes, comes with the dawning of Easter Sunday. This is a
time for us to rejoice in the wonder and the glory of the resurrection!
Stuart Townsend and Keith Getty speak of this so eloquently in their
hymn:
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See, what a morning, gloriously bright,
with the dawning of hope in Jerusalem;
folded the graveclothes, tomb filled with light,
as the angels announce Christ is risen!
See God’s salvation plan,
wrought in love, borne in pain, paid in sacrifice,
fulfilled in Christ, the Man,
for he lives: Christ is risen from the dead!
As we continue in our journey together, may we each hold on to the truth
of Jesus’ death and resurrection. May it be the rock that we build our faith
on, and may we be willing to share this good news as best we can.
In His name,

Church Family News:
Please continue to remember the following friends in your prayers. It
is such a comfort to know you are all remembering those in trouble:


John and Pat Foster, Gloria Marsh, Jean Chinchen, Betty Norman,
Iris Wickens, John Lazenbury, Martyn and Ellen Green, Jeanne Harrison,
Pat Herbert, Una Fowler, Diane Ford, Liz Moreton and her husband,
Revd Chris Moreton, Robert Webber, Nora’s daughter-in-law, Caz and
Maureen Marriott.

Church and Community Prayers:


Please pray for Our Minister Martyn, Paul our Administrator and other
Elders who are bearing heavy loads. Guide the Elders of all three
churches to work closely together for the good of all.



Looking at the Community Prayer Calendar, we are asked to pray for
Emmanuel Baptist Church and Revd Mark Hatto. Churches Together in
Swanage and District as plans develop for later in the year.



Swanage and Corfe Castle Surgeries - the doctors and practice staff and
all the teams caring for people. Also Swanage Hospital coping with the
many demands on its services through the summer.
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Country and World Concerns:


Pray for the families who have lost loved ones in the bomb attacks on
Easter Sunday in Sri Lanka and for the church leaders there as they and
the police try to deal with the aftermath of this.



Pray for children on holiday from school and for young people preparing
and revising for important exams.



Pray for prisoners released having served their sentences that they will be
supported and enabled to get back into normal life.



Pray for the release of Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe from the Iranian prison.



Pray for the people of the ‘Windrush’ immigration who have missed out
on the benefits of British Citizenship which should have been their due.



We remember Christian Aid Week during this month praying for the
generosity of all to help relieve the suffering of so many people. Christian
Aid is one of the partners in the Disaster Emergency Fund and have been
involved in relief for the people affected by the recent Cyclone in Africa.



We thank you Lord for all taking part in Marathons in London and many
other places to raise funds for personal and world wide charities.



We also pray for all the people and children taking part in drawing the
attention of governments and agencies to the urgency of Climate Change.
We pray for progress and the will to stop the practices which are doing so
much damage before it is too late. We pray for a change of hearts with
those about this problem due to their disbelief and unwillingness to
recognise what is happening in the world because of our lack of care.

O LORD ALL THE WORLD
BELONGS TO YOU.
THE WORLD LIVES DIVIDED
AND APART,
YOU DRAW US TOGETHER AND WE
START IN OUR FRIENDSHIP TO SEE
THAT IN HARMONY WE
CAN BE TURNING THE WORLD
UPSIDE DOWN.
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‘FUN’ RAISERS
Supporting Besom in Purbeck and Church Funds
Our April Quiz proved, once again, to be very popular. Along
with the Raffle it raised £304. Thanks to everyone who
supported this event and managed to find friends and relations
to join us.
Sunday 5th May
from 3.30 pm
we are invited to hear about the work of Besom in Purbeck
from Davina, who with others in the town work tirelessly within
this charity.
We will also be serving a Cream Tea!
There is no charge for this event but
donations are invited towards our
Fund Raising efforts this year.
Do come along and invite others to join us.
There will be no Raffle…but we are getting short of prizes!
The ‘Fun’ Raisers:
Elizabeth, Cher, Shirley, Nora, Ann Y, Pat H, and Eddie.

It seems that raffle Prizes are needed.
Please see Gill if you can help.

SHOEBOXES
During May we will be
concentrating on collecting
shaving items, make-up,
shampoo - max 250 ml.
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Davina writes: The Christian Aid
collection recently for the African flood
disaster raised £548.25 with Gift Aid
available on £400. Thanks to you all!

HELP COLLECT HOUSE TO HOUSE
THIS YEAR
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
12th to 18th May, 2019
Together, our supporters delivered millions
of envelopes to people's homes last year. Could you help us do
the same this year? Volunteers have been collecting house to
house since Christian Aid Week began more than 60 years ago.
Each envelope collected could help people living in poverty –
people like Tenneh in Sierra Leone.
Help mums like Tenneh
Tenneh’s son Ansumana is a happy, bouncy
baby. But Tenneh has loved – and lost –
another child. During her first labour, Tenneh
started bleeding heavily and fell
unconscious. With no health centre nearby,
she was treated by a traditional birth
attendant.
Her little boy wouldn't breastfeed and died aged just three months. That
day I will never forget,’ she says. ‘I felt sick like never before. I loved my
baby so much.' It broke Tenneh's heart to lose her precious child and she
knows she, too, could have died.
Thankfully when she fell pregnant with Ansumana Christian Aid helped
introduce health care into her village. By collecting house to house
you could help build a better life for people like Tenneh.
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Christian Aid Week 12th – 18th May
United Service at Swanage Methodist
Church on Sunday, 12th May 2019
Everyone is equal in the sight of God. Yet we live in a world where
poverty still persists. Poverty is an outrage against humanity. It
robs people of their dignity and lets injustice thrive. Christian Aid
works in 37 countries, with people of all faiths and none, to stand
up for dignity, equality and justice.
One of Christian Aid’s big campaigns currently is their concern
for climate change, which has devastating effects on those low
lying countries where people of poverty are at risk from
unpredictable weather conditions, affecting livelihoods and posing
risk to life and homes.
One of Christian Aid’s other functions is to lobby our politicians.
For example Sierra Leone is burdened with debt following the
Ebola crises. When Ebola struck, its government had little choice
but to accept loans from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to
help it cope with the crisis. The country lacks funds for proper
health clinics, health training and ambulances. This makes it the
most dangerous place in the world to become a mother.
Christian Aid are asking our Chancellor (and encouraging
others to do the same) to push the IMF to drop Sierra Leone's
debt. Debt repayments have left Sierra Leone without the
means to provide the healthcare so desperately needed to
ensure mums and babies survive childbirth. Our Government
has power within the IMF to do something about this.
Please help our church during Christian Aid Week with
either delivering and collecting envelopes during the week or
shaking a bucket outside the Coop on Friday 17th May. Thank
you.
There will be a United Christian Aid Service on Sunday

12th May at Swanage Methodist Church at 6.30 pm.
Davina Freedman.
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CHURCH DIARY MAY 2019
Wed.
Sunday

1st
5th

12.30
10.30am

Tuesday
Sunday

8th
12th

3.30 pm
1.30 pm
10.30am
6.30pm

Monday
Wed.
Thursday
Sunday
Monday
Sunday

13th
15th
16th
19th
20th
26th

9.45am
12.30 pm
7.00pm
10.30am
9.45 am
10.30am

Monday
JUNE

27th
2nd

9.45pm
10.30am

Friendship Lunch Club
Joint Service with Methodists at URC
Revd Ric Fellows
BESOM TALK by Davina and Cream Tea
‘CU’ Tuesday Group meets in small hall
Margaret Leivesley
Christian Aid United Service Methodist Ch
Start of CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
Toddler Group
Friendship Lunch Club. Last one this session
Home Group, venue TBC
Revd Martyn Neads including Communion
Toddler Group
Bible Society, led by Anne Squires. Guest
Speaker Sandra Tebbutt (Bible Society)
NO Toddlers—Spring Bank Holiday
Joint Service at Methodist Church

VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH REFRESHMENT ON SUNDAY
MORNINGS ARE NEEDED. (SEE OPPOSITE).
Do you remember . . ?
We have been thinking about
having another church family
walk, like the ones that Ruth
used to arrange. Somewhere
to enjoy a picnic together, and
sit and chat, and for some to
have a short or longer walk
together if they wish.
Tyneham is one suggestion, which we have visited together before, and
no doubt there might be plenty of other ideas. Please let us know if you
might be interested. Ann and Jim
The Calendar can be found on the Church website
at www.swanage-urc.co.uk
Please advise Jim of any last minute changes of date, time or venue
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CHURCH ROTAS
DATE

Elders Duty

Communion

PA

PPT

5th May

Nora

Graham

Davina

12th May

Ann

Davina

Emily

19th May

Mary

Graham

John S

26th May

Gill

Martin B.

John S

2nd June

N/A

Joint service Methodist’s

Stewards

Coffee

Cleaning

5th May

Pat H

Davina, Donalda, Ann Y

P. View

12th May

Nora

Junior Church

Ch.pews

19th May

Sue

Volunteer needed

26th May

Lyn

Davina,Donaldo,Ann Y

2nd June

N/A

N/A

SUNDAY FUN CLUB

Chris, Eddie, Nora, Mary.

SUNDAY FUN CLUB

5th

Emily

26th

12th

Eliz.

2nd June

19th

Eliz.

Emily
N/A

N/A

N/A

dusting

P. View
If you are unable to
fulfil your appointed
duty do please arrange
for someone to do it for
you.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday

Tuesday

9.45 am

Toddler Group

Ann Farrer 423691 ~ toddlers@swanage-urc.co.uk

5 pm

Beaver Colony

email: paulmarchant_24@hotmail.com

6.30 pm

Cub Scout Pack

David Postlethwaite 426312

7 pm

Scouts

Linda Buckley 423135

4.30 pm

Rainbows

Karen North 07593 408981.

5.30 pm

Brownie Pack

Emily Gadd 07884 255351

7.30 - 9 pm

Guide Unit

Emily Gadd 07884 255351

Wednesday

7 - 9 pm

Explorers

Steven Gadd 421484

Saturday

9.30 am

Ukulele Group

Chris Pullen 423505

Sunday

10.15 am

Sunday Fun Club

Emily Gadd, Elizabeth Shore
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We finished the term by decorating the Easter
Egg Tree, singing songs, including
‘Sleeping Easter Bunnies’, and then receiving
chocolate bunnies and eggs to take home.
We also decorated cards with special
Easter self-inking stamps.
Birthdays for May are:
Charlie Turnbulll –
3rd May – 2 years old
Honor Meaden –
10th May – 2 years old
Bobby Marsh –
14th May – 2 years old
Carson Gajic –
28th May – 3 years old
Bella Accenby –
29th May – 2 years old

SWANAGE FOOD BANK
Please place your donations for the local Food Bank in the container in
the main vestibule. Non-perishable items please.
Items such as the following are always welcome

Jars and tins ~ marmalade or any spread
Small bags sugar ~ coffee and tea
Tins cold meat, sardines, macaroni cheese, chunky soups, etc.
Tins custard, rice pudding, sponge puds, jellies, Angel Delight
Any biscuits, sweet or savoury, rice, pasta
Toiletries - shower gel, shampoo, toothpaste
Toilet rolls, washing -up liquid, laundry liquid, soap
are particularly needed.
The box is being emptied on a regular basis.

If you have a Church key that you no longer need
please return to Ann, so that it can be re-issued.
There is always someone waiting for a key!
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‘Will the real
Jesus
please stand up?’
A critical look at some of the contemporary
world views about Jesus

Discussion introduced and led by Dr Helen Morris
Course Leader Moorlands Bible College
All welcome!

Tuesday 21st May at 7.30 pm
Swanage Methodist Church, High Street
Refreshments from 7 pm
Free Admission
Don’t forget the coffee mornings
from 9.30 to 12 noon each Friday

Shirley and
Rosemary
taking a well
earned rest
after the
Induction
Service
at Skinner
Street
URC
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‘THE SSESE ISLANDS are like the ends of the earth’ !!
On a bright and beautiful Monday Morning, Sam Tsapwe turned around and
uttered these words to us. We were sitting in one of MAF’s smaller
aircraft, a Cessna 206 waiting to take off from Kajjansi airfield to a tiny
village on Bukasa Island.
Sam is an evangelist with Jesus Film Ministries and is one of our regular
passengers. We’d met only a moment before, apart from exchanging names,
that unforgettable ‘ends of the earth’ introduction to our nearby
destination was the first thing he said to us.
Rebecca and I felt truly blessed to be accompanying Sam on our first ever
MAF flight—one of the shortest flights we make anywhere in Uganda. A
boat journey from the northern shore of Lake Victoria to Bykusa Island
takes several hours. MAF will get you there in 20 minutes and avoids a
possibly dangerous lake crossing.
The Islanders rarely set foot on the mainland. Their lives depend mainly on
catching fish from the lake. While they are hardly the most remote
community we serve, they are among the most physically and spiritually
isolated people in all of Africa
A Tower of Strength
Sam has spent 20 years bringing the Gospel to some of Africa’s most
dangerous regions. For many living on one of Lake Victoria’s 84 Ssese
Islands, his regular visits are their only link to the outside world and other
members of Jesus’ family.
Traditional beliefs in lake ‘gods’ are still highly prevalent among the
islanders. Attacks on Christian buildings and believers are commonplace.
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In many of the villages, faith holds on by its fingertips. Sam is a tower of
strength to Christians facing such oppression. His preaching and teaching
are a priceless lifeline to vulnerable Christian communities desperate for
words of wisdom and counsel in the face of hostile opposition.
After landing on Bukasa grass airstrip we were welcomed by a group of
villagers eager to see Sam again and curious about us. We travelled to the
northern tip of the island by a short boat trip.
These islanders spend their lives out of sight and mind from the rest of
Uganda. Sam told us there is a lot of pain and suffering - the people live in
very hard conditions. Not many outsiders come so we will be treated as
honoured guests. True enough, from the moment our boat reached
Lwanabatya we were treated to an afternoon of simple honest fellowship
that was in stark contrast to the daily hardships faced by our hosts.
The village is a collection of wooden shacks with rusty, corrugated roofs.
The grass on which they are built is criss-crossed with worn dirt paths.
We eventually arrived at a barn-like structure that is Omega Healing
Centre — the Village Church. We were welcomed warmly inside.
Three young boys stood with Sam to sing a song which states very
emphatically ‘Our God never loses’. Thus began two hours of amazing
worship, the likes of which Rebecca and I had never experienced before.
The rhythm of the worship was irresistible. The drums led men, women and
children in song and dance to which we were invited to take part. The
lyrics included ‘when you serve the Lord He will deliver’.
When the singing and dancing ended we were invited to share a bit about
ourselves and we explained how vital it is that MAF supporters know that
God is building his kingdom in the Ssese Isles.
Sam stood up to preach. “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and all these
things will be added unto you”, he told the congregation. This teaching must
be a stern test of their faith, who live such meagre lives, hidden from the
world in constant need of money, food, clothes etc. Sam preached ‘seek
God’s will for you and he will provide the means to that end’.
Please support MAF by Prayer and Gifts to reach our brothers and
sisters who have so little.
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AS NATURAL AS BREATHING
PENTECOST, celebrated this year on 9th
June, is one of the most important dates in
the Christian year. It is at this time that we
celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit.
However people often have misconceptions
about the Holy Spirit. We need to
remember that he is not reserved exclusively for ‘superior’
Christians. Also he is not reserved for Charismatics or for
Pentecostalists and he is most certainly not an optional extra.
The Holy Spirit is given to all
Christians. It is through the Holy
Spirit Jesus lives in us in our daily
lives. To the Christian the Holy
Spirit is like the air we breathe an essential for life.

sweat and find myself gasping for
breath. Yet if I took more exercise
and kept my body in better trim I
would find such exertion much
less demanding and I wouldn’t be
gasping for breath.

The analogy with air is quite apt.
Most of us do not think about
Breathing, we simply do it. What
does matter is what use we make
of the air we breathe.

Just like the air we breathe, the
Holy Spirit is an essential part of a
Christian’s life. We are not all
designed to be the spiritual
equivalents of marathon runners
but we do all have a requirement
for the spiritual breath of life.

Those involved in physical
activities have a very high
demand for air, as we can see if we
TONING UP EXERCISES
watch marathon runners.
Training and exercise help us to
However, I find that if I run for a
use our air more effectively and
bus, I very quickly break into a
the same applies to our use and
experience of the Holy Spirit.
Prayer and study of the Bible both
help us to share and use the breath
of God. At Pentecost we celebrate
the gift of the Holy Spirit. Let us
remember that it was a gift that
was given to be used.
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The Story of the Praying Hands.
About 1490 two young friends, Albrecht Durer and Franz Knigstein,
were struggling young artists. Since both were poor, they worked to
support themselves while they studied art.
Work took so much of their time and advancement was slow. Finally,
they reached an agreement: they would draw lots, and one of them
would work to support both of them while the other would study art.
Albrecht won and began to study, while Franz worked at hard labour to
support them. They agreed that when Albrecht was successful he would
support Franz who would then study art.
Albrecht went off to the cities of Europe to study. As the world knows,
he had not only talent but genius. When he had attained success, he
went back to keep his bargain with Franz. But Albrecht soon
discovered the enormous price his friend had paid. For as Franz worked
at hard manual labour to support his friend, his fingers had become stiff
and twisted. His slender, sensitive hands had been ruined for life. He
could no longer execute brush strokes necessary to fine painting.
Though his artistic dreams could never be realised, he was not
embittered but rather rejoiced in his friend’s success.
One day Durer came upon his friend unexpectedly and found him
kneeling with his gnarled hands intertwined in prayer, quietly praying
for the success of his friend although he himself could no longer be an
artist. Albrecht Durer, the great genius,
hurriedly sketched the folded hands of his
faithful friend and later completed a truly
great masterpiece known as
‘The Praying Hands’.
Today art galleries everywhere feature
Albrecht Durer’s works, and this particular
masterpiece tells an eloquent story of love,
sacrifice, labour and gratitude. It has
reminded multitudes the world around of
how they may also find comfort, courage
and strength.
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God, like the Potter, gives us a
second chance to be what we
should be LIKE CLAY

OUR
PAGE
ANOTHER CHANCE
The Bible gives us some lovely
pictures of how God is always
willing to give us another
chance. One story you may not
know is that of Jeremiah and
the Potter…
Jeremiah was a prophet, a
person who gave God’s message
to the people. One day he
watched a potter using a simple
wheel to make cooking pots.
One of the pots wasn’t quite
right, but the potter didn’t
throw it away and start another
one. He just squashed it down
and started again, this time
turning it to a perfect pot. The
clay had a second chance to be
beautiful and useful.

Here is one type of clay you can
make at home.
You will need:
4 cups of plain flour and
1 cup of salt. Stir them together
in a big bowl.
Add 1 and a half cups of water,
mixing the whole mess together
with your fingers.
If the mixture is too dry add a
little more water.
When it is all mixed together
knead. (Squash down and fold
over again and again for 4-5
minutes.)
Now all you have to do is roll
out and shape the dough. If you
don’t like what you have made
be like Jeremiah’s potter,
squash it down and start again.

To keep what you have made,
you have to bake it in a
moderate oven (if you want to
hang it up put a bent paper clip
in the back of the object before
baking). When it has been
baked you can
Jeremiah realised that God was decorate with
felt tip pens or
showing him all of us are in
paint and then
God’s hands.
varnish.
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Centaur
Financial
Services Ltd.

The
Besom
in Purbeck

Mortgages - Insurances
Investments - Pensions
Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

We recycle good
condition furniture, linen,
kitchen items including
white goods,
to those in need

49 Station Road
Swanage
BH19 1AD
Tel. (01929) 425818
Financial Director

Contact details

KEVIN LARGE B.Sc. (Econ) A.C.I.B.

Tel: 07519 977732
purbeckbesom@gmail.com

OUR HALLS ARE AVAILABLE TO HIRE
Contact Jeanne Harrison
on 01929 424404

www.swanage-urc.co.uk
and click on the 360° view to see the rooms

Our Facebook page can be found at
Swanage United Reformed Church
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Thinking of selling your property?

For FREE ADVICE, in complete confidence
and without obligation - contact

The Property Professionals
Associate offices in Wareham and London

Tel. 01929 422284

Cancare

www.corbens.co.uk

Cancer Support Group for the
Isle of Purbeck

We are a small local Charity formed in1989 to assist
cancer patients, their families and friends

If you are a Cancer Patient, or you know someone who is,
and are in need of help please contact us
Vikki Fooks
01929 761860

Gill Norman
01929 424692

Registered Charity No. 1014636

buy

did you know that whenever you
buy online you could be raising a
donation for the Church; and it
won’t cost you anything?
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/swanageurc
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