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Dear Friends, 
 
As we enter September we have two major events happening that are both 
seeking to focus our minds on the mission of our church here in Swanage. 
The first is the church meeting on the 8th September where we will spend 
time discussing the options that were brought to us from the strategy 
group at our last meeting. Our aim there is to come to a decision as to 
what direction we feel we are being called to follow. The second event is 
the visit to Swanage URC by Ruth White, the Children & Youth           
Development Officer for our half of the Synod. She will be leading  
worship on that Sunday as well as facilitating some discussions later in 
the day. 
 
Therefore, I want to take this opportunity to provide a little background to 
these events and, hopefully, whet your appetite so that you will be  
enthused about their happening and be ready and willing to join in with all 
that will happen, both then and in the future. 
 
Strategy Discussion 
The strategy group has been looking at the future of the church for some 
time, although it had been on pause for a little while awaiting my arrival. 
When we met together we discussed the current situation and the fact that 
the reality is that if things continue in the way that they have done over 
the last ten, or more, years, then the church will run out of members  
and/or money in the not too distant future. It will not happen next year, or 
the year after, but it is not something that we can say will never happen. 
 
Thus it is that we have begun to look at what we can do to continue to  
pursue the mission of this church community. What is the best way  
forward? What is it that we feel God is calling us to do? How can we best 
fulfil our calling? 
 
We have, thanks to the faithfulness of past members, a considerable 
amount of money in legacies. We have used some of this to make  
necessary repairs to the heating system and to the roof. This will ensure 
that we can keep dry and warm and be free of pigeons for the foreseeable 
future. However, that does not provide us with a way forward, nor does it 
give us enthusiasm for a specific task. 
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So, what can we do? The strategy group presented six options to the last  
church meeting as possible ways that we could go. They are only broad-
brush approaches, they are not refined and do not go into details. 
The idea is that we should decide which approach we feel called to take, 
and then do the work of refining the vision and filling in the detail. 
 
The options that were brought before the church meeting were these: 

1. Do nothing and manage decline – in reality this means using up 
 our reserves to keep the building and the church running as it  
 currently is for as long as it can exist. 
2.   Sell the building and do ‘something else somewhere else’ – we 
 would need to remember that the building does not belong to us, 
 so the money would return to the Synod. However, should we 
 have a special project that we wanted to do, we could apply for 
 some of that money to fund that project. 
3.   Merge with another church – as obvious as it sounds, except 
 who would it be with and where would we locate the new          
 fellowship? 
4.   Do work to enhance the building and employ a worker of some 
 sort – this has been the option previously thought about. The     
 pro posed renovations to the sanctuary could fit in with this      
 option. Are there other areas of the building we might like to work 
 on? What sort of worker would we seek to employ? What might 
 we  want them to do? How would we support, encourage, and 
 work with them? 
 5.  Employ two workers as a team – having more than one worker 
      would mean that they are not working in isolation, but can  
      support each other in the work that they are called to, and 
      employed for.  
      The questions posed at the end of option 4 hold true for this option 
 as well. 
  6.  Something else….? – is there something else that you feel God 
       is calling us to do? Bring it before the church meeting and see if 
       others also see God’s vision in this way. This could be the         
 opportunity to see it happen. 
 
                                                                      Continued over……. 
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So, pray about these options, talk about them with each other, consider 
what we could do and what God might be calling us to do. Come to the 
church meeting ready to discuss honestly how we can best continue to 
faithfully serve God.  
                 
And keep watch for information about a time of prayer about the strategy 
options to be held in the church. A date hasn’t yet been arranged, but we 
will let you know once it has. 
 
Ruth White’s Visit 
Ruth is coming along as part of our desire to have Swanage recognised 
officially as a Child Friendly Church. As part of that we are seeking to 
achieve a standard that is recognised with an award. However, our desire, 
and Ruth’s input, is for more than that. We don’t want it to become a  
simple box-ticking exercise which makes us feel better for a while and 
then gets forgotten. Instead, we want it to be something that informs our 
church life at all times and helps us to become a fellowship that is able to 
welcome and serve all people whenever we encounter them – inside or 
outside our building. 
 
I am not able to give any detail as to what exactly Ruth will do, but I do 
know that she will come to us with enthusiasm and seek to shake us up, 
excite us for God’s work, and set us challenges along the way. All you 
need to do is be willing to come to church for that service and day, be 
open to hearing what Ruth, each other, and God says, and then to respond 
so that we might grow together and serve God. 
 
I pray that you are willing to share in these two important events, and that 
we will all be blessed through them as we seek to discern God’s will for 
our life and witness together. 
 
In His name, 

 

We now have a YouTube channel! It features audio recordings of 
recent sermons. Just search for Swanage URC. If you  

subscribe to the channel (it's free) you will get notifications when 
new items are added.     Paul 
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Church family News 
 
Please continue to remember the following friends in your prayers: 
 
 John & Pat Foster, Gloria Marsh, Jean Chinchen, Iris Wickens,    

Diane Ford, Martin & Ellen Green, John Lazenbury, Myra Edwards, 
Nicola Loveless, Sylvia Chandler, Nora’s daughter-in-law (Caz),       
Liz Moreton, Maureen Marriot, Robert Webber, Pat Herbert,        
Jeanne & Charlie and Elliot Fontana. 

 
 We especially remember Ann Yeates and her family after the sudden 

death of Tom.  Tom, you will remember, was the ‘Quizmaster’ at our 
recent Church Quiz evenings and we could always rely on him to tax 
our brains on a variety of subjects. He will be sadly missed and we ask 
your prayers for Ann and her family in their loss. 

 
Church, Community and World Prayers. 
 
 We welcome Jonathan & Katrina, the new Salvation Army Majors, to 

our Swanage Community and ask God’s blessing on them. 
 
 As we celebrate our 314th Church Anniversary we give thanks for our 

heritage and look forward to our future. 
 
 We remember in our prayers the family of Andrew Harper, the young 

policeman killed while on duty, also the families of the many people 
killed by a bomb whilst attending a wedding in Afghanistan. 

 
 We pray for an early conclusion to the protests in Hong Kong. 
 
 We pray for the continued success of research into the treatment of 
           Ebola by the World Health Organisation. 
 
 We ask your prayers for those suffering with depression, and their  
           carers. For the lonely, bereaved and those living in poverty. May  
           they feel the love of the Lord surrounding them. 
 
 We pray for an end to the gun crime in America and the knife crime 
           in our towns and cities. We pray that the politicians will work with       
           those who enforce the law to find a solution to this serious problem.  
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CHURCH DIARY SEPTEMBER 2019 

Sunday 
 
Tuesday 
 
Friday 
Sunday 
 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednes. 
Friday 
Sunday 
 
 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednes. 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 
Monday 
 
 
Tuesday 
Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 
 
 
Monday 
Sunday 
 

1st 
 
 3rd 
3rd 
 6th 
8th 
 
  9th 
10th 
11th 
13th 
15th 
 
 
16th 
17th 
18th 
19th 
20th 
21st 
22nd 
23rd 
 
 
24th 
27th 
28th 
29th 
 
29th 
30th 
6th 

10.30 am 
 
1.30pm 
7.30pm 
9.30-12 
10.30am 
 
9.45am 
2 p.m. 
3.30pm 
9.30-12 
10.30am 
 
12.30pm 
9.45am 
1.30pm 
12.30pm 
7.30 pm 
9.30-12 
2pm 
10.30am 
9.45am 
6.30 for 7 
 
2 pm 
9.30-12 
6.30pm 
10.30pm 
 
4pm 
9.45am 
10.30am 

Joint Morning Worship at The Methodist 
Church  
‘CU Tuesday’ group meet in the small hall 
Meeting of Elders 
‘Coffee @112’ 
Folk Festival service + communion led by 
Revd. Martyn Neads 
Toddler Group 
Bible Study in small hall 
Short Service at Burr Stone Mead 
‘Coffee@112’ 
A.A.W. led by Revd. Martyn Neads followed 
by discussion with Ruth White. 
Church Family Lunch 
Toddler Group 
‘CU Tuesday’ 
Luncheon Club 
Home Group at the home of 
‘Coffee@112’ 
Climate Change Meeting see page 14 for details 
Morning Worship led by Revd. Andy Roberts 
Toddler Group 
Wessex Synod Area Gathering,  
at Immanual, Southbourne 
Bible Study in the small hall 
‘Coffee@112’ 
Harvest Supper and Family Get Together 
Harvest Festival Celebration led by  
Emily and the young people  
Games Afternoon 
Toddler Group 
Joint Morning Worship with our friends from 
the Methodist Church led by  

The Calendar can be found on the Church website at www.swanage-urc.co.uk 
Please advise Jim of any last minute changes of date, time or venue 
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The next scheduled Church Meeting will be after Morning Worship 
on Sunday 20th October 
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CHURCH ROTAS 

DATE Elders Duty Communion PA 

1st Sept n/a  n/a 

8th Sept Ann F Jim, Cher, Eddie Graham 

15th Sept Mary F  Graham 

22nd Sept Jim  Graham 

29th Sept Nora  Graham 

 Stewards Coffee Cleaning 

1st Sept n/a n/a P.View 

8th Sept Sue Junior Church  

15th Sept Charlie Maureen & Ann G  

22nd Sept Mary Elizabeth, Rosemary  

29th Sept Lyn Davina, Donalda, Ann Y P.View 

PPT 

n/a 

John Sq 

John F. 

Emily 

Emily 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

Monday 9.45 am Toddler Group Ann Farrer 423691 ~ toddlers@swanage-urc.co.uk 

 5 pm Beaver Colony Gemma Goodeve ~ jimjamroo@gmx.com 

 6.30 pm Cub Scout Pack Sarah Silverton ~ seasilverton@gmail.com 

 7 pm Scouts Linda Buckley 423135 

Tuesday 4.30 pm Rainbows Karen North 07593 408981.  

 5.30 pm Brownie Pack Emily Gadd 07884 255351 

 7.30 - 9 pm Guide Unit Emily Gadd 07884 255351 

Saturday 9.30 am Ukulele Group Chris Pullen 423505 

Sunday 10.15 am Sunday Fun Club Emily Gadd, Elizabeth Shore 

SUNDAY FUN CLUB 

1st n/a  

8th Emily  

15th Emily  

SUNDAY FUN CLUB 

22nd Emily  

29th n/a  

   

If you are unable to  
fulfil your appointed 

duty do please arrange 
for someone to do it for 

you. 
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‘The Israeli / Palestine conflict’ 
Exploring the issues! 

Introduced and led by Revd Paul Baird. 
Paul is an ordained Anglican priest with a 
particular research focus on pastoral and 

societal aspects of the conflict in Israel – Palestine. 
Tuesday 17th September 7.30 pm at Swanage Methodist Church,  

Refreshments from 7 pm - Free admission 

    SING BACH & MOZART WITH THE PURBECK ARTS     
          CHOIR THIS AUTUMN 

The Purbeck Arts Choir is delighted to welcome David Fawcett as our new 
Musical Director. We are a friendly non-auditioned choir, presently 
numbering around 60 singers in all voice parts (SATB). For his first 
concert with us David has chosen music by two of the greatest       
composers of choral music - Bach and Mozart, reflecting his intention 
that the choral greats of the last four centuries should form the  
backbone of our repertoire. 

Information about the choir, a rehearsal schedule and the pieces we will be  
singing in December are all on our website: 

www.purbeckartschoir.org.uk 
Enquiries to David -         david.fawcett@rocketmail.com 

Some of you will have been aware that Liv and Reu were 
recently both approached to audition for the Birmingham 
Royal Ballet’s production of Swan Lake Dreams.  
After going through a series of auditions and call-backs, 
both were successful and as such will be performing  
alongside the principal dancers from the Birmingham Royal 
Ballet company at The Mayflower in Southampton on  
Sunday 2nd February 2020. Tickets are available at :- 

www.mayflower.org.uk/whats-on/brb-dreams-2020/ 
if anyone would like to watch! 
Also as a way of an update, to let you know that Liv passed her grade 5 
music theory and grade 5 singing exams in July, with Reu passing his 
grade 3 singing - all with very high marks.              Cher, Tim, Liv, Reu 

BAZAAR 2019       30th November 
Last year we ran a successful Bottle Stall and hope to do 
the same this year. If you have bottle bags you don’t need 
we would be pleased to make use of them!   
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HARVEST SUPPER 
Do join us for a Harvest Supper and Church Family Get‐together on 

Saturday 28th Sept from 6.30 pm 
Not too sure of the format but bring your dancing shoes in 
case of a Hoe‐Down. Come prepared to enjoy an evening in 
the company of your Church Family. 
No charge, but do let us know if you plan to come so we  can ensure 
there is enough to eat for everyone. 
(There will probably be a RAFFLE!)         The Fun Raisers 

 
Dear Friends 
 

This is rather a belated thank you to you all for your generous donations 
during Christian Aid Week held in May. An amazing total of £4265.43 was 
raised in Swanage. Thank you for being part of this great movement of 
people who come together each year to stand alongside the poorest 
communities in the world.  
 
This year the focus was on Sierra Leone and the lack of healthcare      
provision which affected whole communities. Women were particularly 
vulnerable during pregnancy and childbirth, which in turn had           
catastrophic implications for them, their families and neighbourhoods. 
Lack of medical facilities and personnel meant that many mothers and 
babies died during pregnancy and childbirth. Christian Aid together with 
their partners on the ground are ensuring this situation is being            
addressed.  

  
Your donations during Christian Aid Week will enable us to support and 
develop these projects further. Additional Health facilities will be built 
and additional health workers employed who will serve these             
communities now and in the future.  

  

Thank you once again for your life‐changing support during  
Christian Aid Week.  
Davina Freedman (on behalf of the Swanage Christian Aid Committee) 



 Remembering in Bereavement 
 

Go ahead and mention my loved one,  
The one that died, you know 

Don’t worry about hurting me further 
The depth of my pain doesn’t show. 

 
Don’t worry about making me cry 

I’m already crying inside, 
Help me to heal by releasing 
The tears that I try to hide. 

 
I’m hurt when you just keep silent 

Pretending they didn’t exist, 
I’d rather you mention my loved one 

Knowing that they have been missed. 
 

 You asked me how I was doing 
 I say “pretty good” or “fine” 

But healing is something ongoing 
I feel it will take a lifetime. 

 
                                                By Elizabeth Den 
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   Request…….. 
Ruth is asking for items for her newspaper 

 parcels for the Christmas Bazaar.  
Any small, new toys or toiletries and games etc. 

would be most welcome. 
                                                Thank you. 

 

“Dear Church Family 

Your cards, letters, hugs and good wishes but most of all your 
prayers have been a wonderful support at this time. They have 
given me the strength to face each challenging day and I will 
never stop being grateful, thank you all so very, very much.”                        
                                                                                      Ann Y 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Swanage URC is  proud 
to be a Fairtrade Church 

You can find a 
Traidcraft Stall in 
the hall on most 

Sunday mornings 

Centaur 
Financial 
Services Ltd. 

 

Mortgages - Insurances 
Investments - Pensions 

 

Regulated by the Financial Services Authority 
 

49 Station Road 
Swanage 

BH19 1AD 
Tel. (01929) 425818 

 

 
Financial Director 

KEVIN LARGE B.Sc. (Econ) A.C.I.B. 

 

 

OUR HALLS ARE 
AVAILABLE TO HIRE 

 

Contact Jeanne Harrison 
on 01929 424404 

 

or book online at 
www.swanage-urc.co.uk 

 

Our Facebook page can be 
found at 

Swanage United Reformed 
Church 

 

The 
Besom 

in Purbeck 
 

We recycle good 
condition furniture, linen, 
kitchen items including 

white goods, 
to those in need 

Contact details  

Tel:  07519 977732 

purbeckbesom@gmail.com 
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Cover photo: - © Ann Farrer  ~  Studland Heath 20th August 2019 

Thinking of selling your property? 
For FREE ADVICE, in complete confidence 

and without obligation - contact 

The Property Professionals 
Associate offices in Wareham and London 

Tel. 01929 422284 www.corbens.co.uk 

We are a small local Charity formed in1989 to assist 
cancer patients, their families and friends 

 
If you are a Cancer Patient, or you know someone who is, 

and are in need of help please contact us 
 

Vikki Fooks  Gill Norman 
01929 761860  01929 424692 

 
 

 

Cancare 
 

 
 
 

Registered Charity No. 1014636 

Cancer Support Group for the  
Isle of Purbeck 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/swanageurc 
 

                                                                                                                                                   did you know that whenever you 
buy                                                                 buy online you could be raising a  
                                                                           donation for the Church; and it              
                                                                                      won’t cost you anything? 


