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Dear Friends,
Count your blessings, name them one by one,
Count your blessings, see what God has done;
Count your blessings, name them one by one,
And it will surprise you what the Lord has done.
How many of us ever take the time to count our blessings? How often do
we spend time thinking about, and giving thanks for, the things that God
has done in our lives?
I would hazard a guess that, while there are probably some people who
regularly recognise the blessings that come from God and thank Him for
them, there are many more people who don’t think about such things on a
regular basis. And yet, when we do actually stop and consider the
blessings that come from God, we are, like the writer of the above hymn,
genuinely surprised by what we see.
We need to get into the habit of recognising the blessings of God and
thanking Him for them, and we need to do so all through the times and
seasons of our lives when things are going well. We need to do this so that
the habit becomes part of our lives. Then, when difficult times come upon
us, we will not find it such a struggle to see the blessings of God shining
through the darkness of the cloud that is enveloping us.
The quote at the start of this letter is the chorus to a hymn, and each of the
verses encourages us to focus on the blessings of God amidst the struggles
of life. For we cannot escape hardship or difficulty. We will all find
ourselves in a hard and dark place at some point in our lives. But we can
begin to cope better with such difficulties when we are able to recognise
God’s presence in our lives. He will never leave us nor forsake us, for the
truth is that He will walk beside us and carry us when we are unable to
take another step.
Since we have moved to Swanage I have looked out over the sea each day
and been amazed by the beauty and the awesome wonder of God’s
creation. It is something that I am continually giving thanks for, for I
recognise that I am being blessed. On top of the many blessings that I
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know I have, I am now also blessed to live in such an amazing place. I
hope that I never come to look out at that view and fail to be overwhelmed
by its beauty.
When upon life’s billows you are tempest tossed,
When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost,
Count your many blessings, name them one by one,
And it will surprise you what the Lord has done.
In His name,

FUN RAISERS
Coffee @ 112 Every Friday 9.30 - 12 noon
Thank you to all of you who have popped-in, and
often stayed to support this new venture.
We are gradually seeing new faces as people
discover the excellent Cakes and delicious Bacon
Butties offered at very reasonable prices; we only
ask for donations for our filter coffee.
If you haven’t already ‘popped-in’ please do so. It’s a wonderful
opportunity to catch up with Church friends and
others.
Help us put the world to rights in the welcoming
atmosphere and good company.
Since setting up in March we have added over £250
to our Fund Raising.
(Our Car Treasure hunt has been put on hold for the
moment)
A Sunday School teacher was discussing the Ten
Commandments with her five and six-year-olds.
After explaining the commandment to ‘honour your
father and your mother’ she asked ‘Is there a
commandment that teaches us how to treat your
brothers and sisters?’ Without missing a beat, one boy (the oldest of a
family of seven) answered ‘Thou shalt not kill’
J. John and Mark Stibbe
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Church Family News:
Please continue to remember the following friends in your prayers.


John and Pat Foster, Maureen Marriott, Diane Ford, Jean Chinchen, Gloria
Marsh, Betty Norman, Iris Wickens, Pat Herbert, Martin and Ellen Green,
John Lazenbury, Robert Webber, Myra Edwards, Nicola Loveless and
Nora’s daughter-in-law, Caz.

Church and Community Prayers:


Please pray for Martyn and his family and our sister churches in Wareham
and Skinner Street as we all settle in together.



We pray for Alan Dominy and give thanks for his work with the lonely in
Swanage through ‘The Link’s Project’.



As we are nearing the ‘holiday season’ we pray for the emergency services
as their work increases during this busy time.



We give thanks for the people who collected for Christian Aid during May
and also for those who gave money for this important work. We ask
God’s blessing on the aid workers who will work with these funds to
improve the lives of many people.



From the Community Prayer Calendar, we are asked to pray for:



Swanage Rotary, Swanage Lifeboat Crew, Swanage Salvation Army,
The Youth Centre and young people, The Food Bank.

Country and World Concerns:


We pray for an end to the escalating knife crime in this country.



Please pray for the people of India rebuilding lives and homes after the
cyclone there.



Please pray for a just and strong government to take us through Brexit.



Pray for the staff and families of the Bible Society of Pakistan, for safety
and good health in 2019 to work with commitment and faithfully for the
Lord’s work.
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Remember the Christian churches of Burkina Faso that have become the
target of terrorists. Pray for an end to the violence and for the families of
those killed.



We pray for the innocent people suffering in areas torn by war often
bought about by greed and self interest. We pray for those displaced,
living in poverty far from their homes.

Many thanks
to all who came on
5th May to the
cream tea and very
interesting talk given by
Davina on the work of
Besom in Swanage.
It was a lovely social
afternoon enjoyed by all and
a grand sum of £150
was raised for our fund
raising efforts which
include the work of
Besom.
‘Fun’ Raisers

Swanage Churches Together AGM
will be held on
Thursday 13th June. 7 for 7.30 pm
at St. Mary’s Parish Church
Phil Read from The Lighthouse
Church will talk about prayer in the
community.
Everyone welcome

Laughter…..
Six –year-old Angie and her
four-year-old
brother Joel were
sitting together in
church.
Joel giggled, sang
and talked out loud. Finally, his
big sister had had enough.
“You’re not supposed to talk out
loud in church”
“Why? Who’s going to stop me?
Joel asked.
Angie pointed to the back of the
church and said
“See those two men standing by
the door ? They’re hushers”.

There is much suffering in our World,
Hunger, oppression, war, and more
personal suffering sometimes too
painful to talk about.
Help us to remember we are not alone,
that strength comes from unity, from
sharing and from the living Christ
within us.
We ask that you will help us to be
willing to share the suffering of others,
to bring your peace and healing upon
them.

Taken from ‘A Box of Delights’

From Fiona Castles ‘Rainbows in the Rain’
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Lost, can you help?
For the last couple of months there have been some prayer books
in the vestry to help those preparing prayers for our services.
Recently they were accidentally put in with the books for sale in
the hall. If you have recently bought a prayer book from the book
case, I hope you will find it helpful but please could you look to
see if it has my name inside and return it
to me or any member of the worship
preparation group when you have
finished with it?
Thank you, Anne S

Traidcraft Bargains
Kilimanjaro ground coffee and
organic Machu Picchu ground coffee
are on offer from the Traidcraft stall at
£3 for 227g instead of £4.25.
Assorted Divine chocolate bars are
£2 reduced from £2.39

SWANAGE FOOD BANK

Please place your donations for the local Food Bank in the container in the
main vestibule. Non-perishable items please.
Items such as the following are always welcome

Jars and tins ~ marmalade or any spread
Small bags sugar ~ coffee and tea
Tins cold meat, sardines, macaroni cheese, chunky soups, etc.
Tins custard, rice pudding, sponge puds, jellies, Angel Delight
Any biscuits, sweet or savoury, rice, pasta
Toiletries - shower gel, shampoo, toothpaste
The box is being emptied on a regular basis.

Thank you for your generosity
8

9

CHURCH DIARY JUNE 2019

Friday
Sunday

2nd
4th
4th
7th
9th

10.30am
1.30pm
7.30pm
9.30-12
10.30am

Monday
Wed.
Thursday
Friday
Sunday

10th
12th
13th
14th
16th

9.45am
3.30pm
7pm
9.30-12
10.30am

Monday
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday
Sunday

17th
18th
20th
21st
23rd

9.45am
1.30pm
7pm
9.30-12
10.30am

Monday
Friday
Sunday

24th
28th
30th

9.45am
9.30-12
10.30am

Sunday
Tuesday

Joint Worship at the Methodist Church
‘CU ‘ Tuesday Group meet in small hall
Meeting of Elders
Coffee@112
Pentecost Worship led by
Revd. Martyn Neads
Toddler Group
Informal Worship at Burr Stone Mead
Swanage Churches Together AGM
‘Coffee @ 112’
Fathers Day. Morning Worship and
Communion led by Revd. Martyn Neades
Toddler Group
‘CU’ Tuesday Group meet in small hall
Home Group at Alan and Maureen’s.
‘Coffee@112’
A.A.W. led by Revd. Anthony Clegg followed
by Church Family Lunch
Toddler Group
‘Coffee@112’
Morning Worship with our friends from
Wareham at Skinner Street.

ADVANCE INFORMATION
Sunday 15th September ~ Ruth White
Ruth is the Synod Children’s and Youth Development Officer
She comes to Swanage to lead worship and a time of
discussion around all of the aspects of church life that
feed into the Child Family Church Award.
Please make every effort to support this work with
our young people
The Calendar can be found on the Church website
at www.swanage-urc.co.uk
Please advise Jim of any last minute changes of date, time or venue
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CHURCH ROTAS
DATE

Elders Duty

Communion

PA

PPT

2nd June

N/A

N/A

N/A

9th June

Jim

Graham

John F

16th June

Ann

23rd June

Mary

Martyn

Emily

30th June

N/A

N/A

N/A

Jim, Paul, Cher

Stewards

Coffee

Cleaning

2nd June

N/A

N/A

P. View

9th June

Charlie

Eliz. Lesley

16th June

Mary

Donalda, Davina, Ann Y

23rd June

Lyn B

Junior Church

N/A

N/A

30thJune

SUNDAY FUN CLUB

SUNDAY FUN CLUB

2nd

N/A

23rd

Emily

9th

Emily/Eliz

30th

N/A

16th

Emily

P. View
If you are unable to
fulfil your appointed
duty do please arrange
for someone to do it for
you.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday

Tuesday

9.45 am

Toddler Group

Ann Farrer 423691 ~ toddlers@swanage-urc.co.uk

5 pm

Beaver Colony

email: paulmarchant_24@hotmail.com

6.30 pm

Cub Scout Pack

David Postlethwaite 426312

7 pm

Scouts

Linda Buckley 423135

4.30 pm

Rainbows

Karen North 07593 408981.

5.30 pm

Brownie Pack

Emily Gadd 07884 255351

7.30 - 9 pm

Guide Unit

Emily Gadd 07884 255351

Wednesday

7 - 9 pm

Explorers

Steven Gadd 421484

Saturday

9.30 am

Ukulele Group

Chris Pullen 423505

Sunday

10.15 am

Sunday Fun Club

Emily Gadd, Kyle Ingram
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Thy Kingdom Come
At Spring Harvest the Archbishop of Canterbury spoke of a prayer
initiative he started several years ago for the nine days between
Ascension and Pentecost called “Thy Kingdom Come”. It has been
followed by many different churches, not just the Church of England,
throughout the world, praying that God’s Kingdom will come in this
troubled world.
There are many prayer resources on the web-site:
www.thykingdomcome.global but 2 caught my eye as things we might
try in Swanage URC. The first is called Novena and is a series of
meditations for each of the days between 30th May, Ascension, and
Pentecost on 9th June and is ideal for private prayer going slightly
deeper than intercession.
The second is called Pray for 5 which suggests we pray for 5 (or less)
people we know well who have not made a commitment to Christ and
make 5 knots on a chord to tie around our wrist to remind us to pray.
The idea is to pray for their physical, mental and emotional well being
as well as their spiritual needs. The word Bless helps to remind us of
their needs.
B bodily needs, health and physical needs;
L labour, retirement, voluntary work, school work;
E emotions, anger, anxiety, grief, loneliness, lack of confidence;
S social connections, friends and family, work mates;
S spiritual well being, awareness of their and our need for Christ,
repentance, forgiveness, God's grace and abundant love.
We will be using both whilst we are in Singapore but it would be
lovely to think that we were sharing them with you at home.
Churches Together in Swanage suggest we all try a prayer group in a
different church during this time and will produce a leaflet including
details of prayer groups, which should be available by the time the
Link is printed. I was sad that we have no prayer group to include.
Does anyone share my concern?
Anne Squires
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May 2019
Dear Everyone,
Well, Spring is quickly turning into Summer and the countryside is
lush and green; a beautiful time of year.
The Wave, too, continues to flourish as the team work hard in all it does,
bringing God’s word to our young people through the example and love of
Jesus.
It has not been the easiest of years, for many of us, due to personal
circumstances, and also without interns to share the load. The Wave, however,
continues with its own momentum, giving, supporting, and still growing. We are
fortunate indeed to have Rob, Rich, Berno, Hannah and Bethany using their
skills and enthusiasm, and we thank them.
Wave Youth groups continue to attract regular numbers, and the schools’
involvement and detached work are providing contact with youngsters in their
own environments. Following the success of last year, it is hoped that there will
be a Youth Camp this summer too….plans are afoot!!
Wave Kids news is that Notelets now has just one session, but that the same
amount of toddlers are attending – with Mums, Dads, Grandparents and Carers
of course, and Space Academy and Energize are attracting regular numbers.
Both Rob and Bethany value the weekly time spent going into St Mark’s and
St Mary’s as they are able to build up relationships with the pupils and staff.
Please come to our

Summer Barbecue

All Saints Church Saturday June 15th 2019
Burgers, sausages and all good things ready at 4pm till 6pm
Looking forward to seeing you there………
The next Monthly Breakfast Prayer Meeting will be at the Salvation Army,
lower hall (entrance via King’s Road East) on Thursday, June 6th at 8.30 am for
breakfast, a great time of fellowship. Prayer time starts at 9 am, and finishes
at 10 am. Do please join us if you can.
For even more up‐to‐date news of our team’s work, look out for a Wave
Presentation coming to your Church in the very near future.
Very best wishes to you all. Roni Clegg. Wave Trustee
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Notes needed for operation
I was lying on the operating table with a nurse on
either side of the bed. They adjusted my pillow,
raised my legs and prepared me for the op. Before
the surgeon gave me a local anaesthetic he asked:
‘What kind of music would you like?’
That took me by surprise. I’d heard of music being
played as you enter an operation theatre, but never
knew that patients were given a choice. I would
have settled for silence, but as the specialist wanted a reply, I suggested
classical. I wonder what would have happened if I had asked for rap,
reggae or rock? That question didn’t arise, because I wanted something
more soothing and gentle, with a calming influence, The quieter the
better.
When out and about, I often use a bus station
where there used to be trouble with yobbos and
vandalism. The amplification of loud music in the
terminus seemed to fuel bad behaviour. I contacted
the manager and suggested they played something much quieter. They
obliged and found that the troublemakers vanished and there were no
more problems.
I also heard a story about an agency that created an advertisement for a
luxury car manufacturer. The proposed ad had the strap line: ‘At 60 mph
The loudest noise in this new car comes from the electric clock.’ When
they ran the ad by the company’s CEO he smiled and said:
’I guess we’ve got to do something about that clock!’
Even though some people take action to create quietness,
silence can still be hard to come by. Noise pollution is the
scourge of our age. Machines and devices increase noise
and distract us from any quieter moments. It is hard on the
ear and it can lead to problems such as insomnia, anxiety, high blood
pressure and heart attacks.
We all need a few simple ways to find calm amid the cacophony of our
daily lives. One way is to follow Jesus’ words from the Bible. He says:
‘Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest’ (Matthew 11:28)
His offer is music to our ears and one we would do well to accept.
Cliff Kent
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News from Unicef.

A New Start for Sophia
Sophia lost all her belongings last October when a
powerful earthquake and tsunami devastated the
once palm-fringed beachside community where she
lived.
After the disaster struck, the 11-year-old schoolgirl slept in a tent that she
shared with nine other family members and neighbours.
Her bed was a mattress on the ground, protected by a mosquito net.
It was somewhere to call home but Sophia
missed her most treasured possessions,
including her school bag and her laptop - once
full of homework notes, computer games and
her favourite Disney movies, Frozen and
Moana. They were all swept away, along with
her home.
Unicef was one of the first organisations to deliver essential emergency
supplies, airlifting them to Sophia’s village in one of the most devastated
parts of Central Sulawesi. Working with the Government of Indonesia,
Unicef was already on the ground and poised to offer support in the
critical hours and days after the tsunami.
Thanks to donations, Unicef could set about delivering 450 pop-up
school tents as well as vital ‘school-in-a-box’ supplies for 300 classrooms
across the area to help children like Sophia get back to school as soon
as the immediate danger had receded.
Sophia’s temporary school was one of the first to receive essential
supplies. She was overjoyed when she was handed a bag containing
exercise books, pens, rulers, an eraser, a sharpener and pencils. It was
a bag full of hope to help Sophia continue to pursue her dreams.
All schools, like Sophia’s, are planning to resume lessons, with an hour
dedicated to psychosocial support. At these crucial sessions, children
can sing, play games, or talk in either a group or one-on-one with
teachers about whatever is on their minds, to help them recover from
some of the distress they have experienced in recent months.
Child Matters. Spring 2019

News from MAF
When you think of Mission Aviation Fellowship, you
think aircraft and not surfboards. But in Liberia, MAF
works with an inspirational partner organisation, to
help change lives - one wave at a time.
In Liberia, finding hope can be an elusive dream for a population that has
suffered unimaginable trauma, from a brutal civil war to the Ebola crisis
that bought widespread fear and death.
In 2016, Waves for Change set up a surf-therapy programme in Harper in
South-eastern Liberia to mentor young people aged 9 to 20 years old
through swimming and surfing.
Many Liberians don’t know how to swim due to a fear of evil spirits in the
water. Combating this by teaching them to swim safely in the water is an
important first step in this year-long programme; with the young people
eventually working up to learning to surf and ride the waves.
Emmed Ross, project manager for Waves for Change, said; ‘Our Mission
is to provide a safe space for young people to help them build a sense of
belonging. Many have been through a lot of trauma, but we’re trying to
take that negative thinking out of their minds and make them more
helpful to their parents, their teachers and the community as a whole’.
MAF partners with Waves for Change by regularly transporting staff to
Harper from Monrovia, a 1½ hour flight instead of up to 5 days overland
travel in the wet season, when many roads become impassable.
According to Emil Kundig, MAF Liberia’s Country Director, ‘Learning
takes discipline. You may get disappointed by falling off the board a
thousand times before you can stand on it. But you have to hang in
there. I think that’s great for the many children who haven’t had these
opportunities before’.

Thanks…………
Many thanks to everyone who helped with the
Christian Aid collections in our Church.
Thanks also to Davina and Ann Y for co-ordinating the collections.
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Taken from “A Box of delights”
J. John & Mark Stibbe
Whenever your kids are out of control, you can take comfort from the thought
that even God’s omnipotence did not extend to God’s kids.
After creating heaven and earth, God created Adam and Eve. And the first thing
he said was:
“Don’t”.
“Don’t what?” Adam replied.
“Don’t eat the forbidden fruit”. God said.
“Forbidden fruit? We’ve got forbidden fruit?”
Hey, Eve….. We’ve got forbidden fruit!”.
“No way!”
“Yes”
“Don’t eat that fruit!” said God
“Why”
“Because I am your Father and I said so!” said God, wondering why he hadn’t
stopped after making the elephants.
A few minutes later God saw his children having an apple break and was angry.
“Didn’t I tell you not to eat the fruit!” The First Parent asked
“Uh Huh”, Adam replied.
“Then why did you?”
“I dunno”, Eve answered
“She started it!” Adam said.
“Did not”
“Did too!”
“DID NOT”
Having had it with the two of them, God’s punishment was that Adam and Eve
should have children of their own. Thus, the pattern was set and it has never
changed.
But there is reassurance in this story. If you have persistently and lovingly tried
to give them wisdom and they haven’t taken it, don’t be hard on yourself. If God
had trouble handling children, what makes you think it will be a piece of cake for
you?
Advice for the day: if you have a lot of tension and you get a headache, do what
it says on the aspirin bottle:
TAKE TWO AND KEEP AWAY FROM THE CHILDREN.
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Centaur
Financial
Services Ltd.

The
Besom
in Purbeck

Mortgages - Insurances
Investments - Pensions
Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

We recycle good
condition furniture, linen,
kitchen items including
white goods,
to those in need

49 Station Road
Swanage
BH19 1AD
Tel. (01929) 425818
Financial Director

Contact details

KEVIN LARGE B.Sc. (Econ) A.C.I.B.

Tel: 07519 977732
purbeckbesom@gmail.com

OUR HALLS ARE AVAILABLE TO HIRE
Contact Jeanne Harrison
on 01929 424404

www.swanage-urc.co.uk
and click on the 360° view to see the rooms

Our Facebook page can be found at
Swanage United Reformed Church
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Thinking of selling your property?

For FREE ADVICE, in complete confidence
and without obligation - contact

The Property Professionals
Associate offices in Wareham and London

Tel. 01929 422284

Cancare

www.corbens.co.uk

Cancer Support Group for the
Isle of Purbeck

We are a small local Charity formed in1989 to assist
cancer patients, their families and friends

If you are a Cancer Patient, or you know someone who is,
and are in need of help please contact us
Vikki Fooks
01929 761860

Gill Norman
01929 424692

Registered Charity No. 1014636

buy

did you know that whenever you
buy online you could be raising a
donation for the Church; and it
won’t cost you anything?
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/swanageurc
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