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JAMES SMITH
26 Station Road
Swanage, Dorset
BH19 1AG
Tel: 426377

For ALL your
household needs
Members of the
British Hardware Federation

KD









Plumbing and
Heating

Immersion Heaters,
Cylinders,
Cold Water Tanks
Ball Valves,
Showers,
Bathroom Installations
Washing Machine and
Dishwasher Installations,
Outside Taps and more.

Call Kevin 8 am to 10 pm - 7 days
Mobile 0747-512-8249 or 01929 448548

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
Monumental Masons
Independent Family
Owned Business
Established 1892
Offering a caring and
professional service
Private Chapels of Rest
Floral Tributes
Memorials
Provider of the Dorset
Funeral Plans

Telephone 01929 422445
For Day & Night Service
ALL AREAS COVERED
email:
office@jamessmithfunerals.co.uk
www.funeraldirector.co.uk

You can find a
Traidcraft Stall in the
hall on most Sunday
mornings

Our Vision
† To Worship God, Father Son and Holy Spirit
† To make God’s love known to all people
† To show God’s love by the way we lead our lives

In this Month’s Link

In Touch

JULY / AUGUST 2019

MINISTER
Minister: Revd Martyn Neads
email: revneads@gmail.com
01929 475694

4.
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7.

ADMIN TEAM
Paul Freedman
2 Mill Cottages, Ulwell
Swanage, BH19 3DG
Tel. 01929 423772
admin@swanage-urc.co.uk
Chris Pullen
Ann and Jim Farrer
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10.
11.
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14.

FINANCE TEAM
Chair:
John Foster
Book Keeper Cher Marcus
Cashier:
Elizabeth Shore
Gift Aid:
Gill Norman
‘THE LINK’ EDITORS
Mary Fontana ~ 424192
mary.fontana@mypostoffice.co.uk
Maureen Marriott ~ 426325
alan@amarriott.plus.com
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Church News &
Community Prayers.
Country/World prayers
Jasmine’s Trip to USA.
Ruth White (Synod)
Fellowship fun time.
Garden Open.
Exploring the Bible
Adama’s faith
Church Diary
Church Rotas - July.
Shoeboxes/Food Bank
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Church Rotas - August
Toddlers Group
CTSD Community
Prayers.
Spring Harvest.
News from CAP
A story from CAP
Our Page for young
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July/August Pastoral Letter
Dear Friends,
Wise is the church that gratefully practises
the giving of gifts, time and talent,
as an act of dedication and worship.
Wise is the church which affirms
that all of life is lived in service to God and neighbour,
and that believers are called to be stewards of every gift of God.
This is one of a collection of ‘proverbs’ found in the URC’s publication,
Worshipping God: Wisdom and Blessings. It speaks to us about wisely
using the gifts that God has blessed us with, and that everything we do
should be considered part of our life of service and worship.
This is something that Paul touches upon in his letter to the church in
Rome when he writes,
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy to
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—
this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern
of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his
good, pleasing and perfect will.
This is something that we all need to remember, for it is all too easy to slip
into a way of thinking that compartmentalises the many different things
that we do day by day. When we start to do this we begin to separate these
things from each other. And so we have our home life, our work life, our
school life, the things we do with family, the things we do with friends,
our church life, and our Christian faith.
But this is not how it is supposed to be. Our Christian faith, built on our
relationship with Jesus, should be a part of every aspect of our daily lives.
We should not worship God only when we come to church, and we should
not think about our faith and how we follow Jesus only when we are with
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likeminded people. Rather, every part of our
lives, and everything that we do, should be
inspired and informed by the Saviour we love
and have dedicated our lives to follow.
In His name,

Church Family News
Please continue to remember the following friends in your prayers:


John and Pat Foster (Pat has come through her operation well), Diane
Ford, Gloria Marsh, Jean Chinchen, Iris Wickens, Martin and Ellen Green,
John Lazenbury, Myra Edwards, Nicola Loveless, Sylvia Chandler,
Nora’s daughter-in-law - Caz, Pat Herbert, Robert Webber, Liz Moreton,
Maureen Marriott and the family of Monica Snook.



We especially remember Chris Pullen and family after the sudden death of
John. He was a long standing member and our Church Treasurer over
many years. He was also Treasurer of the Friendship Lunch Club until
recently when he retired but took on the task of Auditor for the Club.
John will be sadly missed by many of us but we are thankful he had a
gentle passing to be with his Lord who he served so well.



We ask for God’s blessing on our Elders, Church leaders and our minister,
Martyn and his family as we all work together in the three churches. A
joint service took place on 30th June at Skinner Street URC together with
Swanage and Wareham.



Message: Maureen thanks all Church friends for your prayers and help
after her accident. So many of you brought real cheer to her with visiting,
flowers, food, shopping and lovely cards which really lifted her spirits.
She is making a good recovery and hopes to be more active in a little
while.

A comment made to BBC from a D Day Veteran: ‘Why are we trying to
leave the EU when we worked together during the war to save each other
and hoped to end European wars in the future by being part of the EU’?
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Church and Community Prayers:


We pray for all the Churches Together in Swanage and District through
the summer events and plans for the future and for all who will lead and
we remember all those ministering to people in the community in
Swanage.



We especially continue to pray for the those who lead the WAVE groups
helping children and families and bringing God’s word to young people.



Also Besom, distributing furniture and other items for those in need, the
Dementia Friendly group helping those with friendship and Art, the Good
Neighbours scheme, the Lunch Clubs and Friendship groups as well as the
Disabled groups. So many people involved to help in making life better.



Our Church groups - ‘CU Tuesday’ Social Group, ‘Coffee@112’ on
Fridays, the new Bible Study afternoon meetings starting soon, the Church
Toddler Group, the Uniformed young people’s groups as they enjoy the
summer camps, especially remembering Jasmine at the World Scout
Jamboree. Looking at what is done in volunteering around the town is
amazing and we thank God for this.

CHURCH ELECTRICS
Please note the electric supply will be turned off on
Tuesday and Wednesday 16th and 17th July. This will
be throughout the entire premises to allow for much
needed electrical work.
Country and World Concerns.





We pray for an end to all the divisions caused by the Brexit campaign. For
a fair outcome and a better understanding of our European neighbours.
For the will of USA not to involve young people in more wars, especially
in Iran. For the young woman still in prison there on hunger strike.
For refugees escaping from Libya and not helped by some countries.
For families here and abroad struggling to make ends meet and for those
who have lost everything and are homeless, that they may be given
sufficient help.
6
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FUN RAISING IN JULY AND AUGUST!
(Arranged by The Fun Raisers)

Saturday 13th July - at 6.00pm
is our date for the next
Fellowship Evening of
Fun, Food and
Laughter.
You are invited to join us at 6pm to watch or participate in
Games and Activities for young and old alike.
Please bring a contribution to the Finger Buffet – but not
sandwiches, and not too much!
Everyone welcome. We will finish before 8.30 and there will be a

RAFFLE!
OPEN GARDEN during AUGUST
On every Tuesday afternoon in
August, Lesley has again agreed to
open her garden at
27 Redcliffe Road to all who
would like to join us for
Cream Tea and Cake
from 2.30 pm.
Come and enjoy the tranquillity and delight her garden has
to offer. (Transport can be arranged: ring 422406)
Competition!
Who can name the most plants in Lesley’s garden?
Come and have a go!
Donations only towards our chosen Church charity
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EXPLORING THE BIBLE
A new opportunity to gather together and find out
more about what the Bible has to say to us is starting
on 10th September led by our minister.

Come along on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
of the month at 2.00pm in the Small Hall.
Put it in your diary now: 10th September at 2.00pm.
RECEIVING COMFORT and SUPPORT FROM THE PAGES OF THE BIBLE
Five year old Adama miraculously survived disaster
When a devastating mudslide came crashing down the mountain towards her home,
Adama didn’t have a second to react. Along with her parents, this little five- year old was
swept up and dragged away. It was August 2017 when a terrible mudslide ripped down a
mountain in Sierra Leone's capital, Freetown, following days of torrential rain. More
than 1,000 people were killed, 3,000 more lost their homes. Adama's clothes became
hooked on a branch and stopped her falling further, but her parents were never recovered.
How do you heal and rebuild your life after something so terrible?
Do you know what made the difference for Adama and her sister? - The Bible.
Thanks to the generosity of The Bible Society, they received a Bible, spent a year
learning to read it, and can now recite passages by heart. " When I feel discouraged
and overwhelmed by sadness, and look up to the sky, I take out my Bible and read
to get comfort," she said. "The word of God brings calm to your life"
The wise old Community Chief, Elanorah, talking about the humanitarian effort that
followed the mudslide, said, "We thought they needed clothes and food, but when we
gave them your Bibles that made the real difference. That was real joy and
excitement, they were clapping their hands and singing for joy". When disaster strikes,
and everything goes to ruin, you cling on to hope. So when you provide the Bible to
people who have been through their worst times, you’re giving hope for the future, to
rebuild their lives. Talk to Anne Squires (our Bible Society rep) if you would like to
bring hope to more children and families. Info from the Bible Society.
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CHURCH DIARY JULY & AUGUST 2019
Monday
Tuesday
Friday

1st
2nd
5th

Sunday

7th

9.45am
1.30-3.30
9.30-12.
1 pm
10.30 am

Monday
Friday

8th
12th

9.45am
9.30-12

Toddler Group
‘CU Tuesday’ group meet in small hall
Coffee@112
Thanksgiving Service for the life of Monica Snook
Joint Morning Worship with Methodist Church
at URC. Speaker: David Gynes
Toddler Group
Coffee@112

There will be a Thanksgiving Service to celebrate the life of our dear friend
John Pullen on Friday 12th July at 12.30 pm.
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Friday
Sunday

13th
14th
15th
16th
19th
21st

6.00pm
10.30 am
9.45 am
1.30-3.30
9.30-12
10.30 am

Tuesday
Friday
Sunday

23rd
26th
28th

1.30-3.30
9.30-12
11am

August
Friday
Sunday
Tuesday

2nd
4th
6th

9.30-12
10.30 am
2.30 pm

Friday
Sunday
Tuesday
Friday
Sunday

9th
11th
13th
16th
18th

9.30-12
10.30 am
2.30 pm
9.30-12
10.30 am

Tuesday
Friday
Sunday
Tuesday

20th
23rd
25th
27th

6pm
2.30 pm
9.30-12
10.30 am
2.30 pm

30th
Friday
Sept Sunday 1st

9.30-12
10.30 am

Fellowship Fun, Food & Laughter night URC
Morning Worship led by Revd Martyn Neads
Toddler Group - last meeting until September
‘CU Tuesday’ moved to 23rd
Coffee@112
Morning Worship & Communion led by
Rev. Martyn Neads, followed by Church Meeting
There may be a Church lunch. (TBC)
‘CU Tuesday’ group meet in the hall
Coffee@112
Churches Together Carnival Praise at Prince
Albert Gardens. If wet All Saints. Parish Church
will be open for a more traditional service
Coffee@112
All-Age Worship led by Lex McKee
Open Garden, Cream Teas at 27 Redcliffe Rd
(Lesley Smith’s Garden.)
Coffee@112
All-Age Worship led by Lex McKee
Open Garden & Cream teas at 27 Redcliffe Rd
Coffee@112
314th Church Anniversary. Morning Worship
& Holy Communion led by Rev. Martyn Neads
There may be a Church Lunch (TBC)
Lifeboat Service at the Boathouse
Open Garden & Cream teas at 27 Redcliffe Road
Coffee@112
All-Age Worship led by Lex McKee
Final Open Garden & Cream teas at Lesley’s garden
27 Redcliffe Road
Coffee@112
Joint Morning Worship at the Methodist Church
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CHURCH ROTAS JULY
DATE

Elders Duty

Communion

PA

PPT

7th July

Nora

Graham John S

14th July

Gill

Graham John S

21st July

Jim

28th July

Mary

Graham

John S

4th August

TBA

Graham

TBA

Graham John S

Ann, Eddie, Gill

Stewards

Coffee

Cleaning

7th July

Nora

N/A

P. View

14th July

Pat H

Junior Church

21st July

Sue

Elizabeth, Rosemary C.

28th July

Charlie

N/A

Lyn

Maureen & Ann G.

4th August

SUNDAY FUN CLUB
7th

N/A

14th

Emily

21st

Emily.

SUNDAY FUN CLUB
N/A

28th
4th Aug

AAW

P. View
If you are unable to
fulfil your appointed
duty do please arrange
for someone to do it for
you.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Monday

Tuesday

9.45 am

Toddler Group

Ann Farrer 423691 ~ toddlers@swanage-urc.co.uk

5 pm

Beaver Colony

email: paulmarchant_24@hotmail.com

6.30 pm

Cub Scout Pack

David Postlethwaite 426312

7 pm

Scouts

Linda Buckley 423135

4.30 pm

Rainbows

Karen North 07593 408981.

5.30 pm

Brownie Pack

Emily Gadd 07884 255351

7.30 - 9 pm

Guide Unit

Emily Gadd 07884 255351

Wednesday

7 - 9 pm

Explorers

Steven Gadd 421484

Saturday

9.30 am

Ukulele Group

Chris Pullen 423505

Sunday

10.15 am

Sunday Fun Club

Emily Gadd, Elizabeth Shore
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Toilet rolls, washing up liquid, laundry liquid, soap
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CHURCH ROTAS AUGUST
DATE

Elders Duty

4th August

PA

PPT

TBA

TBA

TBA

11th August

John

Emily

Emily

18th August

Nora

TBA

John S

25th August

Jim

TBA

John S

1st Sept.

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Stewards

Coffee

Cleaning

4th August

Lyn

Maureen & Ann G.

P. View

11th August

Mary

Junior Church

18th August

Nora

Davina, Donalda, Ann Y

25th August

Charlie

Elizabeth, Rosemary C

Pat

N/A

1st Sept.

SUNDAY FUN CLUB
4th

AAW

11th

AAW

18th

AAW

Communion

Mary, Paul, Chris

SUNDAY FUN CLUB
25th

AAW

P. View
If you are unable to
fulfil your appointed
duty do please arrange
for someone to do it for
you.

Important Request
We urgently need more help with preparing and operating the
PowerPoint for Sunday Services. If you can help please speak to Paul.
Help is also needed for the sound system. Graham really needs to have
more volunteers, so please speak to him if you can take a turn.
Thank you.
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Churches Together in Swanage & District

The Community Prayer Calendar
Praying for our Community
during July and August
Please use this guide in our weekly church intercessions and
in our daily prayers:
July 7th:
July 14th
July 21st
July 28th

Fresh Prospects Gardening project - Andrew Fleming.
Toddler Groups - URC Toddlers, All Saints Toddlers,
Wave Notelets at Emmanuel Baptist - Little Fishes at
St. Edwards - St. Marks Church Toddlers.
Society of Friends - Debbie Monkhouse
Swanage Carnival - Marie Foot (chair).

August 4

The Police - Police Community Support
Officer Karl Snooks
August 11 Swanage Red Cross
August 18 Swanage School - Head Teacher Tristram Hobson
August 25 Swanage URC - Revd. Martyn Neads
Sept 1st
Langton Parish Council - William Knight.
14

Spring Harvest Local
THURSDAY OCTOBER 3rd 2019 at 7.30pm
VENUE: EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH,
SWANAGE, BH19 1AZ
Gather together with a team from Spring Harvest for an evening
of heartfelt worship, inspiring teaching and an opportunity to
pray for the empowering of the Holy Spirit. The book of Acts
tells the story of a small group of apprehensive disciples who
found themselves UNLEASHED by the Spirit to go global and
lead the new church of Jesus followers. We are the diverse and
glorious Acts church today – if we grasp that and unleash its
potential, life will never be the same!

Local contact and ticket sales:
Tim Silk (silks423@gmail.com) 01929 423931 07708 668357
Or visit: www.springharvest.org/local
This will be a ticket only event (£8) and although tickets will be available on
the day, it will be cheaper to buy them in advance. Bulk-buy discounts and
other discounts may be available. Contact Tim Silk for more details.

Spring Harvest 4-9 April 2020 – If you are interested in joining a
group going to Spring Harvest 2020, contact Tim as above asap.
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and anxiety issues on account of the
stress it causes.

Christians
Against
Poverty
(info from CAP)

It has just gone 6.30 in the evening,
Catherine Norwood darts towards
the exit. After a long day working in
a busy Doctor’s Practice in
Chatham, Kent - most would be in a
rush to get home and put their feet
up. But not Catherine. As she
leaves her title ‘Dr. Norwood’
behind for another day, she takes on
her second persona: one of CAP’s
super volunteers.
She is on her way to see a client
who has contacted her desperately
during the day unable to afford the
heating. Evenings aren’t
Catherine’s usual hours. Three
days a week she’s a GP, the other
two she volunteers as a CAP Debt
Centre Manager, but for her, caring
for her clients is a full time job and
she is not about to let them sit in the
cold. It is just one of the many ways
Catherine Norwood goes above and
beyond.
She deals with difficult issues on a
daily basis and it was this that got
her interested in CAP 5 years ago.
‘Debt is the root of many different
medical conditions I come across at
work’ she says. ‘Patients often say
‘I have financial worries, or I can’t do
X,Y and Z because I need to pay off
my debts’.
Many have developed depression
16

She became a volunteer when her
church launched a Debt Centre but
what caused her to swap a
successful full time career for an
unpaid volunteer role?
‘For me it is not about a career or a
role. It’s about what I’m called to do.
I want to show practical
compassion, and working as a GP
and volunteering for CAP are two
different ways of expressing that.’
It seems the two disciplines cross
over nicely. Catherine says……
‘To me helping people with their
debts is the same in many ways as
being a GP. Debt is a sickness in
our society isn’t it?’
Catherine’s life is a busy one but
one that is committed to helping
others whether that be through the
diagnosis of their illness or being the
support they need to become free
from debt.
It is because of people like her that
our charity can continue to do what
it does - people who give up their
time, offer their skills and open their
hearts to those living in poverty in
the UK. Selflessly and
uncompromisingly
At present there are more than 5000
CAP volunteers giving up their time
as Managers, coaches and
befrienders, amongst other roles.
These superheroes have done
some incredible acts of kindness
and truly embody what CAP is
about.

When I started getting to
know Jesus, I began to think
differently and felt his grace
and unfailing love for me and
knew I could have a new life
and a new start.

‘YOU

ARE
LOVE’

UK singer/songwriter
Phillippa Hanna wrote the song
‘Love for Cap’ in our 20th year.
She tells us more about the
inspiration behind it.

“I wrote the song to be an
anthem to empower us as
Christians to go out in the
dark places and turn people’s
lives around.
I know that debt can affect
anybody. Years ago I owed
£6000 and was receiving
letters from debt collectors.
You feel powerless and afraid.
I experienced anxiety and
depression with it and it is
hard to find work to pay off
your debts when you can’t face
an interview without having a
panic attack.

With some help I was able to
pay it all back and now I am
debt free.
There’s a line in the song which
says ‘Jesus you are the
answer’
And Jesus really was the
answer for me.
Another of my favourite
lyrics is :
“Your love keeps moving the
mountains and your love
keeps calming the waves”.
I wanted to keep coming back
to that in a place of worship.
I want the song to say that
whatever the situation is, God
can still move that mountain.

That’s what CAP does. It
takes families who can’t
afford to eat and gives them
It was my faith that helped me back their future.
to put my life back together.
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OUR
PAGE

THE RAINBOW

After the rain you get the rainbow.
The Bible tells the story of Noah and
that after the
great flood when
only Noah and his
St. Swithin’s Day
family and all the
animals in the ark
July 15th is St. Swithin’s Day.
survived God put a
St. Swithin was a Bishop of
Rainbow in the sky
Winchester in the 9th century.
as a sign of hope
When he died in 892 he was buried in
and promise that
the churchyard because he wanted
there would never
to lie where the rain would fall on his
again be such a flood.
grave.
Nearly 100 years later the monks at
Winchester decided that they would
re-bury him in a much grander tomb
inside the Cathedral. Legend says
that the Saint was so angry, because
the monks went against his wishes,
that he made it rain violently for 40
days until the monks gave up the
plan.

You can read about the story in
Genesis, from chapter 6 verse 9 to
chapter 9, verse 17.
An easy way to remember the
order of the colours of the
Rainbow is Richard of York Gave
Battle In Vain ……
Richard
Of
York
Gave
Battle
In
Vain

Ever since then if it rains on
St. Swithin’s Day it is supposed to
rain for the next 40 days. An old
rhyme says:

‘St.Swithin’s Day, if it do rain,
For 40 days it will remain.
St. Swithin’s Day, and it be fair,
For 40 days t’will rain no mair.’

Red
Orange
Yellow
Green
Blue
Indigo
Violet

What is the wettest animal in the
world? A reindeer !
What falls often but never gets
hurt? Rain!
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Centaur
Financial
Services Ltd.

The
Besom
in Purbeck

Mortgages - Insurances
Investments - Pensions
Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

We recycle good
condition furniture, linen,
kitchen items including
white goods,
to those in need

49 Station Road
Swanage
BH19 1AD
Tel. (01929) 425818
Financial Director

Contact details

KEVIN LARGE B.Sc. (Econ) A.C.I.B.

Tel: 07519 977732
purbeckbesom@gmail.com

OUR HALLS ARE
AVAILABLE TO HIRE
Contact Jeanne Harrison
on 01929 424404
www.swanage-urc.co.uk

Our Facebook page can be
found at
Swanage United Reformed
Church
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Thinking of selling your property?

For FREE ADVICE, in complete confidence
and without obligation - contact

The Property Professionals
Associate offices in Wareham and London

Tel. 01929 422284

Cancare

www.corbens.co.uk

Cancer Support Group for the
Isle of Purbeck

We are a small local Charity formed in1989 to assist
cancer patients, their families and friends

If you are a Cancer Patient, or you know someone who is,
and are in need of help please contact us
Vikki Fooks
01929 761860

Gill Norman
01929 424692

Registered Charity No. 1014636

buy

Did you know that whenever you
buy online you could be raising a
donation for the Church; and it
won’t cost you anything?
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/swanageurc
Cover photo: - © Andy Farrer - Swanage Old Pier

