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Wareham United Reformed Church
Our Vision
† To Worship God, Father Son and Holy Spirit
† To make God’s love known to all people
† To show God’s love by the way we lead our lives

Minister: Revd Martyn Neads
The Manse, 36 Queens Road, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 2ER
Tel: 01929 475694 ~ revneads@gmail.com
Secretarial Contact: Janet Jennings
‘Jays’, 43 Bestwall Road, Wareham, BH20 4HY
Tel: 01929 555108 ~ janetcjennings@gmail.com
Church Lettings: Felicity Roberts ~ Telephone 01929 792678
If you require access to the Church ring Sheila Holmes 01929 552806
Stewards Rota for September

Date

Elder

2nd Reader

Vestibule

Flowers

1tst

Shirley
Communion
Janet/Brian

Liz

David/Liz

Felicity

8th

Brian

John

Liz/Judith

Pat

15th

Janet

May

Marion/Liz

Judith

22nd

Marion

Pat

Pat/Reg

Sheila

29th

David

Liz

Liz/Brian

Shirley

6th Oct

Felicity
Communion
Reg/Marion

John

David/Brian

Felicity

Thursday Coffee Rota for September
th

5
Marion/
Sybil

12th
Pat/Reg

19th
Liz

Thank you to everyone who helps.
Please change with someone else
if you are not
available.

26th
Janet/
Judith

3rd Oct
Marion/
Sybil

Please send items for the Journal to:
janetcjennings@gmail.com
by the 12th of the month
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Dear Friends,
In his letter to the church in Rome, Paul writes,
If it is possible, as far as it depends on you,
live at peace with everyone.

[Rom. 12:18]

This is both a challenging and demanding instruction for us because it
causes us to look at ourselves and see how we are living our lives. Paul
challenges us to ensure that we seek to live peaceably at all times. This
can be a difficult thing to do, and at times we can even find it nigh on
impossible to achieve it.
We find it difficult to do so because there are moments in our daily lives
when other people do things, or say things that frustrate, anger, or
disappoint us. And when these moments occur our immediate reaction is
often the exact opposite of living peaceably. And so, we utter the harsh
word, or do an unkind act, often without even thinking about what harm it
might cause to the recipient of our response.
Yet, even so, still the injunction comes to us, live at peace with everyone.
For we are always to try and model ourselves on Jesus and how he
responded to others. Even when he faced the sternest and harshest
provocation he did not respond in kind. Rather, he always acted in peace
and sought to reach out in love.
The following story about a holocaust survivor teaches us something
about how we need to act in peace and reach out in love, and it also
reminds us just how easy it is to do the opposite. It uses the power of the
tongue as an example, and we all know how easily we can say
something that disrupts, or even destroys, peace.
She went to Auschwitz when she was fifteen years old, her brother
was eight, and their parents were lost. She said, “We were on the
train going to Auschwitz and I looked down and saw that my
brother’s shoes were missing. I said, ‘Why are you so stupid, can’t
you keep your things together for goodness’ sake?’” The way an
elder sister might speak to a younger brother. Unfortunately, it

was the last thing she ever said to him because she
never saw him again. He did not survive. And so, when she
came out of Auschwitz, she made a vow. She said, “I walked
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out of Auschwitz into life and I made a vow. And the vow was,
I will never say anything that couldn’t stand as the last thing I
ever say.”
I know not whether this lady kept her vow throughout the rest of her
life, but I do know that she came, through the harshest of
experiences, to understand just how powerful and destructive the
words we say can be. She also came to realise how we can be left
with feelings of regret that we may find difficult to exorcise.
We must, in our desire to be like our Saviour, strive to live lives that
reflect His peace, and His love. We must seek, as Paul says to the
Thessalonians, to “encourage one another and build each other
up,” for this is the way that we are called to live our lives.
And remember that Paul was also realistic in what he wrote. For his
instruction also says, “as far as it depends on you”. We can only
ever take responsibility for our own thoughts and actions. We can
do our best to encourage and guide others, but ultimately, it is their
choice as to how they act, we are unable to do anything about it.
But we can do something about how we act and react, and we
should always seek to ensure that our actions are those of people
who reach out in love and live at peace.
In His name,

Refreshments
are served every Sunday morning in the Guild Room after the service.
Please join us if you can.
Visitors please sign the visitors’ book.
Thursdays at 10.30 am
there is a 20 minute Shoppers’ Service in the church followed by coffee.
Prayer requests to Janet 555108 please.
Everyone is welcome to share the fellowship.
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God knows us
There have been a lot of programmes this year about the
50th anniversary of the first landing of a man on the moon.
The crew, Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and Michael Collins, became
instant celebrities, especially in their own country the USA. I expect many
of us, at the time, went outside that night and looked at the moon,
thinking that humankind had achieved a great feat of Science. Whatever
our feeling about the amount of money the Space programme costs,
there is no doubt that the skills of the engineers and the bravery of the
astronauts were outstanding.
But however much our generation were amazed by this event, it means
less to the next generation and even less to our grandchildren or great
grandchildren, who tend to take it all for granted. Certainly the celebrity
status of the astronauts faded somewhat as time passed.
Often when we contemplate the universe and those galaxies beyond
ours, we cannot help feeling very small and insignificant. How can God
care for such a tiny part of His creation as we are? This is not what Jesus
says however (Luke 12: 6) 'Not one sparrow is forgotten by God. Even
the hairs of your head have all been counted. So do not be afraid. You
are worth more than many sparrows'.
In Psalm 139 we see that we cannot escape from God's love:
'O Lord, thou hast searched me out and known me'. God knows us all as
individuals and loves us as individuals. We are all important to God, even
the most humble of us. As the psalmist goes on to say: 'Such knowledge
is too wonderful for me'.
Every blessing

Janet

New Member
On Sunday 7th July our friend Janet Best was accepted into
membership of Wareham United Reformed Church. Our Minister
the Reverend Martyn Neads officiated. We wish Janet every
blessing and thank God for her witness.
Janet
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Celebration Service for Wareham Methodist Church

Wareham Methodist Church, which has been a presence in the town for
many years, finally closed its doors on Sunday 30th June. Our church
has had strong links with the Methodist Church and its congregation. The
closing service was naturally sad but also celebrated what had been
achieved throughout the years. The church was full for this last service,
not only with Methodists but with friends from many of the
churches in Wareham.
We ask God's blessing on the Methodist Congregation
and hope that they may all find another church community
where they can worship.
Anybody who would like to join us in
Sunday Worship, at Wareham United Reformed Church,
will be very welcome.
We can offer you a cushion if the pews are a bit hard!
Janet
Cream Tea
The Wednesday Circle Meeting on 3rd July was a
cream tea at Brian and Liz's. Unfortunately several
people, including myself, were not able to attend.
However it was an enjoyable afternoon and raised £25
for Church Funds. Many thanks to Liz and Brian.
Janet
Preachers’ List
Please remember all these ministers of the Word in your prayers.
1st September
Revd Martyn Neads (Communion)
8th September
Colin Brady
15th September
Elizabeth Haynes
22nd September
Robert Pearce
29th September
Peter Pay
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We serve the whole community every day of the week and we welcome you to our
services and activities.
MONDAY:
Splitz Studios (dance school for all ages) 4.00 – 7.15 pm
The Wareham Choral Society 7.30 - 9.45 pm
Band Practice 6.30 – 9.00 pm
TUESDAY:
We continue to offer a cooked lunch to all who live alone and enjoy the support which
friendship gives. This is an unbroken service we have offered for over 30 years, thanks to
a small group of volunteers; and is available every other week.
Splitz Studios 3.45 – 7.30 pm
WEDNESDAY:
Daisy Chain Fitness 1.15 pm - 3.15 pm
Splitz Studios 3.45 – 6.15 pm and 7.30 – 8.30 pm
Dorset Buttons 7.45 – 9.45 pm (winter only)
Boys Brigade Anchors 6.15 – 7.15 pm
THURSDAY:
Wareham Home Producers Market 8.30 – 11 am
(local food, produce and handmade items)
Thursday Service 10.30 am – 20-minute service to which everyone is welcome.
Refreshments in the small hall from 10.00 - 11.45 am open to all.
Fair Trade Stall (1st, 3rd and 5th Thursdays of each month) 10.30 – 11.45 am
Discussion Group (1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month) 12 noon
Splitz Studios 4.00 – 7.00 pm
Town Band rehearsals 7.00 – 10.00 pm
FRIDAY:
Daisy Chain Fitness 2.00 – 4.00 pm
Melodies for Memories 1st and 2nd Friday 10.30 – 12 noon
(friendly sing-along with a musician; drop in or call Jules on 07342 88344)
Splitz Studios 4.15 – 5.45 pm
Badminton Club 7.45 – 9.45 pm
SATURDAY:
Splitz Studios 10.00 - 12.45 pm
The halls are available for hire for local events.
SUNDAYS:
We meet at 10.30 am for an inspirational service followed by refreshments.
Details of Church services are in the magazine
We thank all those who contribute to these activities and services.
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Dates for your Diary ~ SEPTEMBER
Lunch Club
Tuesdays 3rd and 17th September
If you want to join please see Liz or ring 01929 459440
Elders Meeting ~ Thursday 5th September 11am
Discussion Group ~ Thursdays 5th and 19th September
12 -1pm Small Hall. Led by Martyn. All welcome.
Blessing of Animals
2.30 pm at Skinner Street URC Followed by afternoon Barbecue
Bring your pets or a photograph. See Janet if you want to go.
Harvest Festival
Saturday 21 September from 10am. We will be decorating the church.
Please bring your gifts of produce and tins that morning or on Sunday.
st

Harvest Festival Service
Sunday 22nd September 10.30 ~ Led by Robert Pearce
Followed by sale of produce.
Harvest Lunch
Sunday 22nd September ~ 12 noon
Please sign the list on the board if you wish to come or see Felicity
After lunch there will be a DVD of the Falconer Trust,
the orphanage we support in Zambia
Donations towards the lunch and for the Falconer Trust.
Wessex Synod Area Gathering ~ Monday 23rd September
at Immanuel Church, Southbourne ~ 6.30 coffee for 7pm start
Wareham Church Family Meeting
Wednesday 25th September 1.30pm.
Sunday 29th September
Morning Worship ~ 10.30 am led by Peter Pay.
For other events, please look at the notice board
or listen to notices in church

Cover Photo - Harvest Bales ~ © Andy Farrer

