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Wareham United Reformed Church

Minister:
Revd Martyn Neads
The Manse
36 Queens Road, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 2ER
Secretarial Contact:
Janet Jennings
‘Jays’, 43 Bestwall Road, Wareham, BH20 4HY
Tel: 01929 555108
janetcjennings@gmail.com
Church Lettings: Felicity Roberts ~ Telephone 01929 792678
If you require access to the Church ring Sheila Holmes 01929 552806
Stewards Rota for April

Date

Elder

2nd Reader

Vestibule

Flowers

7th

Felicity

Liz

Shirley

14th

Shirley
Communion
Marion/David
Marion

Tom

David/Brian

Felicity

21st

David

John

Liz/Judith

Pat

28th

Brian

May

Marion/Liz

Judith

5th May

Janet
Communion
Janet/Shirley

Pat

Pat/Reg

Sheila

Thursday Coffee Rota for April

4

th

Marion/
Sybil

11

th

Pat/Reg

Thank you to everyone who
helps. Please change with
someone else if you are not
available.

18th

25th

2nd May

Liz

Marion/
Janet

Marion/
Sybil

Please send items for the Journal to:
janetcjennings@gmail.com
by the 12th of the month
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Our Vision
† To Worship God, Father Son and Holy Spirit
† To make god’s love known to all people
† To show God’s love by the way we lead our lives

Food for Thought
Dear Friends,
Firstly, may I welcome our new Minister Martyn Neads and
his family. We are very blessed to have him, after less than
two years in vacancy. We hope that Martyn enjoys the challenge of
looking after the three URC churches in Swanage, Wareham and Skinner
Street, Poole and that his family will enjoy their new home.
I was thinking about Easter food; It's amazing the different hot cross buns
you can get these days. Our local supermarket sell a range including the
traditional spiced variety, cherry and the irresistible, (to me anyway),
chocolate hot cross buns. I often wonder what non Christian parents tell
their children about the cross which is found on these delicious buns.
When I was a child in the nineteen fifties, hot cross buns only appeared
on Good Friday and, as my Mum told me, were a reminder of the cross
on which Jesus died. The Easter eggs, which are still mainly consumed
on Easter Sunday, are a great reminder of new life, as are lambs and
spring flowers on Easter cards. Don't know about the Easter bunny
though.
So on Good Friday, hot cross buns show us an empty cross, for Jesus
did indeed die but rose to new life on Easter Day, Jesus promised all his
followers new life through him symbolised by the Easter egg. During Lent,
after all the pancake mixture is finished, a leftover from the time when
people ate up all their fat and so on to eat more simply during Lent, we
think about our Lent preparations. Maybe some of you have given up a
favourite food for Lent, or engaged in some other activity like living more
eco friendly, or are collecting your change for charity.
Easter Day brings the greatest feast in our Christian calendar as we all
share in Holy Communion, the Lord's Supper. 'Do this in remembrance of
me' said Jesus. Sharing communion and sharing meals together in
fellowship are all part of the 'Holy Habits' mentioned in the book of the
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same name we are studying at Discussion Group. Giving food to the
needy is surely a holy habit and this may mean attending a Lent Lunch,
contributing to a food bank or giving money to a night shelter.
Jesus was often criticised for sharing a meal with those at the bottom of
Jewish society. I think the first miracle, when he turned water into wine at
a Wedding feast, shows us that food and drink taken in celebration, real
or symbolic, is central to the Christian message. Jesus is the Bread of
Life and the source of Living Water.
I wish you all a peaceful and blessed Easter.
Every blessing, Janet
From ‘Sharing the Vision’ the Wessex Synod’s Newsletter
The Synod’s Church and Society Group meeting in February were
concerned about the atmosphere in our country around BREXIT. This
led to the development of a statement.
Type this link into you browser to see the statement
http://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/brexit-the-aftermath/
Preachers’ List for April
Please remember all these ministers of the Word in your prayers.
7th Rev Martyn Neads ~ Communion
14th John Walker. We welcome our friends from
the Methodist Church
21st Mary Chipping ~ Easter Day
28th Robert Pearce
Refreshments
are served every Sunday morning in the Guild Room after the service.
Please join us if you can.
Visitors please sign the visitors’ book.
Thursdays at 10.30 am
there is a 20 minute Shoppers’ Service in the church followed by coffee.
Prayer requests to Janet 555108 please.
Everyone is welcome to share the fellowship.
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Lottie's Easter Egg
Hi everyone! Lottie the Parsons Russell here. Now forget the
Easter Bunny - what about the Easter Dog? Here is my
Easter egg to you and it's full of brain teasing treats - not real
ones of course (you would not like my meat flavoured biscuits
or cheesy treats).
Here goes:
In what Easter hymns do these phrases appear? All are in the URC
Hymn Book 'Rejoice and Sing'.
Answers
•
Dearly, dearly
•
Wondrous cross
•
Pascal Lamb
•
Triumphant gladness
•
Jesus lives
•
Love is come again
•
Day of Resurrection
•
Joyful Eastertide

Answers: Hymn numbers
in brackets
1(223), 2(217),
3(233), 4 (236), 5(239),
6(243), 7(245), 8(248)
Answers:
1.UK, 2.Italy, 3.Spain,
4.Russia, 5. Germany

Match the country to the traditional Easter food:
Food
Countries
1. Simnel cake
2.Pizza Chiena (filled Pizza)
3 Rosquilla (doughnuts)
4.Pashka (savoury cheese dessert)
5.Kerbelsuppe (Chervil Soup)

Russia
Germany
UK
Italy
Spain

Have a really woofing Easter and hope you get lots of eggs from the
Easter Bunny (or Dog).
Lottie
Donations for Church Magazine
Wareham URC magazine 'Outlook' is free to anyone who wants it.
However, there are printing costs involved, so a donation towards these
is very welcome. There are 10 issues a year, which includes a double
issue in the Summer and December/January. A donation of £5.00 is
suggested, which is 50p a copy. However any amount you can afford will
be gratefully received.
Please give your donation to Janet or Shirley for the Treasurer. Thank
you.
Janet

ELDERSHIP
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Retirement of Elder and New Elder
After many years as an Elder at Wareham URC, David Pearce is
retiring as a Serving Elder. Many thanks from all at the church for
your long service, David. Elders are ordained for life, so we will still
be seeing David on the Stewards' Rota.

We are delighted that at the recent AGM, Felicity Roberts was voted in as
a new Elder. We hope that she will be ordained in the near future. JJ
In Memoriam
Dennis Boatswain 13th February 1929 - 4th February 2019
Our friend Dennis Boatswain passed away on
4th February in his 90th year. Dennis attended
Wareham United Reformed Church for many years.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Ena and the family. JJ

A Reminder of some dates for the end of March
Saturday 30th March
Induction of Rev Martyn Neads to the
Pastorate of
Swanage, Wareham and Skinner Street
United Reformed Churches
at Skinner Street, Poole - 2 pm
If you have not signed the list to attend yet,
please see Janet ASAP
Sunday 31st March
Joint service with Swanage URC at Swanage
led by Rev Martyn Neads
10.30 am - All welcome
If you do not have transport arranged yet, please see Janet

NO SERVICE AT WAREHAM URC THAT DAY
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We serve the whole community every day of the week and we welcome you to our
services and activities.
MONDAY:
Splitz Studios (dance school for all ages) 4.00 – 7.15 pm
The Wareham Choral Society 7.30 - 9.45 pm
Band Practice 6.30 – 9.00 pm
TUESDAY:
We continue to offer a cooked lunch to all who live alone and enjoy the support which
friendship gives. This is an unbroken service we have offered for over 30 years, thanks to
a small group of volunteers; and is available every other week.
Splitz Studios 3.45 – 7.30 pm
WEDNESDAY:
Daisy Chain Fitness 1.15 pm - 3.15 pm
Splitz Studios 3.45 – 6.15 pm and 7.30 – 8.30 pm
Dorset Buttons 7.45 – 9.45 pm (winter only)
Boys Brigade Anchors 6.15 – 7.15 pm
THURSDAY:
Wareham Home Producers Market 8.30 – 11 am
(local food, produce and handmade items)
Thursday Service 10.30 am – 20-minute service to which everyone is welcome.
Refreshments in the small hall from 10.00 - 11.45 am open to all.
Fair Trade Stall (1st, 3rd and 5th Thursdays of each month) 10.30 – 11.45 am
Discussion Group (1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month) 12 noon
Splitz Studios 4.00 – 7.00 pm
Town Band rehearsals 7.00 – 10.00 pm
FRIDAY:
Daisy Chain Fitness 2.00 – 4.00 pm
Melodies for Memories 1st and 2nd Friday 10.30 – 12 noon
(friendly sing-along with a musician; drop in or call Jules on 07342 88344)
Splitz Studios 4.15 – 5.45 pm
Badminton Club 7.45 – 9.45 pm
SATURDAY:
Splitz Studios 10.00 - 12.45 pm
The halls are available for hire for local events.
SUNDAYS:
We meet at 10.30 am for an inspirational service followed by refreshments.
Details of Church services are in the magazine
We thank all those who contribute to these activities and services.
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Dates for your Diary ~ April
Lunch Club
Tuesdays April 2nd and 16th
If you want to join please see Liz or ring 01929 459440
Discussion Group
Thursdays April 4th and 18th
We are discussing the book 'Holy Habits'
12 noon - 1 pm ~ Small Hall ~ All welcome.
Wednesday 3rd April
Wednesday Circle ~ Felicity Roberts will talk about the
Community Cafe 'Not Just Sundaes' followed by refreshments
2.45 pm ~ All welcome.
Saturday 6th April
Spring Coffee Morning with stalls ~ 10 am - 12 noon
See Shirley or Felicity if you can help.
Sunday 7th April ~ 10.30 am ~ Rev Martyn Neads
Wednesday 10th April
Lent Lunch at Wareham URC 12.30 pm
Donations to Christian Aid.
Volunteers needed please to make and serve soup
Please see Liz if you can help.
All welcome.
Sunday 14th April
We welcome our friends from the Methodist Church ~ John Walker
Maundy Thursday Communion 18th April ~ 10.30 am
led by Rev Martyn Neads ~ All welcome.
Easter Day, 21st April ~ 10.30 am ~ Mary Chipping
Sunday 28th April ~ 10.30 am ~ Robert Pearce
For other events, please look at the notice board
or listen to notices in church
Cover Photo - Beach Message - © Jim Farrer

