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Pastoral Letter: February

I have been invited to contribute to 
the Link during this time of vacancy 
and feel very honoured to have 
been included. However, the 
problem with the Pastoral Letter is 
that it is written well in advance of 
the magazine going to print and subsequently circulated. I am   
writing this in New Year week after reading the Daily Devotion 
email I received from URC for 1st January and hope I’ll be forgiven 
for referring to a Christmas carol, as when you read this, we will be 
approaching February! 

The writer of the Daily Devotion, Revd Dr David Pickering, 
Moderator National Synod of Scotland and member of Rutherglen 
URC addresses the carol ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’ and its 
relationship with Micah 5.2. 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans 
of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in 
Israel, whose origin is from of old from ancient days.

David Pickering comments: At that time; ‘There was darkness on 
the edge of town. King Ahaz had spoken. Uncertain times. 
Successive rulers moved from serving God to serving self, 
corruption flourished, people suffered. Beyond the boundary, 
powerful and threatening forces were gathering for siege, YET God 
spoke into this darkness through Micah of hope and new life’.

Similarly, at the time of Christ’s birth; ‘There was darkness on the 
edge of town. Caesar Augustus had decreed. Uncertain times. The 
Romans were in charge, marshalling, counting, assessing. Amidst 
the melee, a couple carrying the hopes and fears of first-time 
parents to be, found inadequate shelter, and....God sang into the 
darkness through angels’ song and baby’s cry’.
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Phillip Brooks, during his visit to Jerusalem, rode to Bethlehem on 
Christmas Eve and stopped at the field of the shepherds, before 
midnight mass. Three years later… God moved into the darkness, 
Phillip’s heart had been touched and O little town of Bethlehem, 
was penned.

In 2018 there is still darkness on the edge and in the midst of our 
towns. Homelessness is on the increase - from rough sleeping on 
benches, in doorways and shelters to temporary/emergency 
accommodation in bed and breakfast, hostels and caravans. It is 
an increasing reality, even here in Swanage. There are homes that 
desperately wait for benefit to arrive, families and individuals 
survive on donations from the food bank, many fear encompassing 
debt. In other homes the shadow of illness lurks; a worrying 
diagnosis, concern about a loved one. Other homes host an empty 
chair and bereaved heart.

But it is into such dark streets and homes that God’s light and love 
will shine for many. David Pickering asserts ‘…Flickering, yet 
inextinguishable. Because of that one night 2000 years ago when 
the hopes and fears of all the years were met, for… God still 
speaks, sings, and moves in the darkness, through those whose 
resolution is to serve…’ and it is through the guise of those 
individuals who reach out working tirelessly to bring relief, not only 
professionals, but volunteers - members of our town, who deliver 
food parcels, prepare and serve meals, equip homes with essential 
items, offer shelter, give advice, advocacy and campaign, and 
those whose resolution is to offer prayer, visit, befriend and offer 
loving care, God’s light and love shines through. God is with us.
Pickering concludes ‘…And thus the hopes and fears of this New 
Year are met in thee tonight, and each tomorrow, so the 
everlasting light shines.’

In His name

Davina Freedman
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Church Family News  

Please continue to remember the following members and friends in your 
prayers:

 Jean Chinchen, Jeanne Harrison, Martyn & Ellen Green, Juliet Tasker, 
Pat Foster, Betty Norman, Brian Davis, Jack Hancocks, Gloria Marsh, 
Sid Postlethwaite, Alicia Franklin, Pat Haggerty’s granddaughter, 
Charlotte, Bob Damer, Andrea Pratt, Rollo Woods & Gaia Pope’s family.

Congratulations to Gill & Graham Norman who celebrated  their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary on 6th January.

Sympathy to Tricia Davis and her family on the death of her sister over the  
Christmas holiday.
We are saddened to learn of the death of Miriam Brown, a long term    
member of our Church.  Our love and best wishes go to her family.

Church and Community Prayers

 We pray for all who will lead and organise services that they will bring 
hope and inspiration to many at this time of world turmoil and sadness.

 We ask for God’s blessing on the Elders of Swanage, Wareham and   
Skinner Street who are working hard on preparing the profile as we seek a 
new Minister.

 Also please pray for our own Refugee family in Swanage and their 
helpers.

 We pray for all the teams and Worship Preparation Groups who organise 
many of our services, particularly Emily, Kyle and the children, especially 
remembering the WAVE interns in their work for young people.

 Many of our friends have been suffering the effects of flu recently and we 
pray that all those affected will be restored to full health.

Country and World Concerns:
 We remember the work of Christian Aid amongst refugees and those who 

try to help asylum seekers when they have escaped from persecution.
 Please pray for all those who were injured, bereaved or lost homes in the 

catastrophic flood/mud slide in Southern California.
 Pray for families torn apart by misconceptions and lack of knowledge 

about leprosy.  Pray that the message that leprosy is curable will spread far 
and wide to those who need to hear it and that early diagnosis will be the 
norm.

 Please pray for aid workers working in war torn countries and places of 
drought and famine.
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VACANCY UPDATE

It may seem that things have gone a bit quiet on the Ministerial Vacancy. 
The current situation is that by the time you read this article we, at      
Swanage, will have completed the Pastoral Profile. This is the document 
that any prospective Minister will look at in order to determine if he, or 
she, will wish to investigate further. Wareham and Skinner Street are 
undertaking the same process and then their documents will be merged 
into one main Profile.

The Swanage Profile has been made available to all members and 
friends for their comments.

Our next joint Meeting of the Vacancy Committee takes place on 7th 
February. The plan is that soon after this meeting the Profile will be
submitted to the Moderator, at which point the Pastorate will be 
declared vacant. All Ministers receive monthly lists of Churches seeking a 
minister.

QUICK GET A PLASTER!

Just recently there seems to have been some confusion 
regarding the location of the First Aid Kit. The simple fact is 
that it has been kept in the same place since Moses was in 
short pants. This is on the worktop in the passageway 
between the hall and the kitchen and is adjacent to the 
Accident Report Book. There is another kit in the kitchen. 

This second  one has the plasters required to comply with Food Hygiene 
Regulations; there is also an Eye Care unit in the kitchen. If you need to 
use anything from the First Aid Kits, and you see supplies are running 
low, please bring it to the attention of an Elder. Please fill in an Accident 
Report Form if you think it necessary.

CHURCH FLOWER CALENDAR

Many thanks to everyone who bought a 
Flower Calendar - £142 was raised for 

Church Funds.

Thanks to Jim and Ann for producing 
this beautiful calendar
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John 14: 6 NLT
Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one 

can come to the Father except through me.” 

I have had many so-called crises of faith 
throughout my life. The first I can recall is when 
I was forced to take 6 months off through 
physical exhaustion.  This was a result of rushing 
around as a youth worker, paying little attention 
to the needs of my body & my spirit.   I loved the 
platform and opportunities, and allowed them to 
squeeze out my personal time with God.  In reality, 
I’d removed God from my life, believing doing his 
work was somehow the same as knowing him.   I ran into a brick wall. 
At that time I was upset that God hadn’t treated me better.  After all, I 
was doing his work faithfully and well.  I was working flat out, harder than 
many others I observed.  I was sincere, but sincerely wrong.  As I 
recovered, I explored other jobs almost to spite God.   I was self-absorbed, 
flexing my independence muscles.  This cycle of reaction and apparent 
rejection of God, a sulky, inner resentment was ignited & smouldered on 
many subsequent occasions when life didn’t work out in ways I believed were 
best for me.

It was a failure to recognise that Jesus is the Way.  
My moments of resentment were diversions of my 
own making that only led me off God’s path. The 
problem with a diversion is that most times it is a 
longer route than the one planned.  So it was with me 
and God.  However, along the diversion I had time & 

space to reflect.  My initial reaction against God slowly dissipated. Having 
told God everything I was going to do in reaction to my disappointment, I 
made my peace with God once I recognised I had nowhere else to go.
What I really desired was peace within and realisation of who I knew myself 
to be, a self that proved elusive.  Known to God, it was only in Him that I 
might find my true self, as opposed to the many false selves I so easily 
manufactured.

Voice of Hope. (Premier)
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Lent Lunches 
This Lent Christian Aid is sharing the 
story of Dimma and her family, who left 
her home in northern Kenya in search 
of water.

Dimma’s story: When the rains came life was good for Dimma and 
her family in northern Kenya. Her goats and sheep provided milk, 
meat and vital income. But the last time she can remember rain 
was two years ago. With her flock dying and her children hungry, 
Dimma and her family had to leave home to find water. Your 
support will help to provide Dimma and families like hers, with 
money for food and livestock-feed, enabling her to keep her family 
and animals alive. Like Dimma, many of our sisters and brothers 
are forced into the wilderness by the devastating effects of 
climate change. This Lent, walk with them in hope.

Every pound raised at our Lent Lunches may seem like a small 
action in the face of global hunger and poverty. But you will be 
helping to transform the lives of some of the world’s poorest 
people.

Please support our churches’ Lent Lunches and raise vital 
money for our global neighbours like Dimma:

16th February – Methodist Church Hall, High Street (donations to Christian Aid)
23rd February - St Mark’s Church Hall, Bell Street (donations to Christian Aid)
2nd March – United Reformed Church, High Street (donations to Bible Society)                                                      
9th March – United Reformed Church, High Street (donations to Christian Aid)
16th March – St Mary's, Rectory Classroom (donations to Christian Aid)
23rd March – St Nicholas Church Hall, Studland (donations to Christian Aid)

Thank you!
Davina Freedman
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WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Monday 9.45 am Toddler Group Ann Farrer 423691

5 pm Beaver Colony email: nicciewright@icloud.com

6.30 pm Cub Scout Pack David Postlethwaite 426312

7 pm Scouts Linda Buckley 423135

Tuesday 4.30 pm Rainbows Karen North 07953 408981

6 pm Brownie Pack Emily Gadd 07884 255351

7.30 - 9 pm Guide Unit Emily Gadd 07884 255351

Saturday 9.30 am Ukulele Group Chris Pullen 423505

Sunday 10.15 am Sunday Fun Club Emily Gadd, Kyle Ingram

CHURCH DIARY FEBRUARY 2018

Sunday
Monday
Monday
Tuesday

Tuesday
Thursday

Sunday

Wednesday
Sunday

Thursday

Sunday

Monday

March 
Friday
Sunday

4th
5th
5th
6th
6th
6th
8th

11th

14th
18th

22nd

25th

26th

2nd
4th

10.30am
9.45am
7.30pm
1.30pm
1.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm

10.30am

7.30pm
10.30am

7.30pm

10.30am

9.45am

10.30am
10.30am

Morning Worship led by Revd Peter Burtwell
Toddler Group
Vacancy Group Meets at Skinner Street URC
‘CU Tuesday’ Postponed this week
Funeral of Miriam Brown
Meeting of the Elders
Let’s Talk it Over at 10 Ballard Estate

Churches Together in Swanage and District 
United Service at URC
Pastoral Friends Meeting in the small hall
Morning Worship, including Holy           
Communion, led by Margaret Leivesley.
Exploring the Bible Together

Fairtrade Service led by Anne Squires
Church AGM immediately following the service
followed by Church Lunch
Toddler Group

World Day of Prayer, see page 13 for details
Joint Service at the Methodist Church led by 
Rob Foster of The Wave Group

The Calendar can be found on the Church website
at www.swanage-urc.co.uk

Please advise Jim of any last minute changes of date, time or venue
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CHURCH ROTAS

DATE Elders Duty am Communion pm

4th Feb Nora

11th Feb United Service

18th Feb Jim Ann, Paul, Mary

25th Feb Pat

4th March Joint Service at the Methodist Church

Stewards Musicians am Musicians pm

4th Feb Mary Music Group

11th Feb United Service Music Group

18th Feb Ruth Music Group

25th Feb Charlie Music Group

4th March n/a n/a

Cleaning Coffee PA

4th Feb Purbeck V School Junior Church Graham

11th Feb Volunteer Elizabeth/Lesley + team Davina

18th Feb Judy Donalda/Davina/Ann Y Graham

25th Feb Volunteer Volunteer Needed Elizabeth

4th March Purbeck V School N/A

4th Feb Emily Kyle

11th Feb Emily Kyle

18th Feb Emily Kyle

SUNDAY FUN CLUB

25th Feb Emily Kyle

4th March n/a n/a

SUNDAY FUN CLUB
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Other dates for your diary:
24th March – Quiz Night. 6 pm – 8.30 pm
21st April – Beetle Drive. 6 pm – 8.30 pm
27th April – Sister Act block booking for

Church Friends
26th May – Plant Sale

Armchair Travelogue 

On Sunday 4th February
we will convene at 4pm to fly to

COSTA RICA before boarding a liner to cruise 
to THE BALTIC SEA.                                                                                

Finally, after tea, we will travel by train through 
the ROCKIES to VANCOUVER and

GLACIER BAY, and be home before bed-time, 
so long as you can stay awake ’til 6.30.

February Fun Raising is a unique opportunity to travel 
to COSTA RICA, ST PETERSBURG, and

THE CANADIAN ROCKIES, from the comfort
of our hall!

Olivia, John and Emily will share their adventures
last year to these exotic locations

all for the price of £5,
and that includes a CREAM TEA!

We do hope you can join us.  The Fun Raisers
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TODDLER GROUP

Toddlers has had a good start to the new term. On the first day back we 
had 13 children and two new helpers. No major changes are planned for 
the group, just building on the foundation of 20 years’ commitment to the 
Toddlers.

Birthdays for February are:
Ruby Kirkpatrick on the 12th and Bodlin Hutchison on 14th

We were pleased to welcome two new babies during January..

FROM JANET
Thank you all for my lovely flowers and gift voucher that I was given on 
my retirement from Toddlers. It was very much appreciated and a total 
surprise. Thanks to all, Janet McCauley

FROM SUE
May I through the pages of the Link thank all for my lovely flowers and gift 
card presented to me on my retirement from Toddlers; this was such a 
surprise. Thank you Sue Wilson

FROM NORA
Thank you to the church for my beautiful flowers and gift card given to me 
on my retirement from Toddlers. It really was a lovely surprise. Nora James

World Day of Prayer  

This was formerly Women’s World 
Day of Prayer but now both women 
and men are invited.  The Service 
will take place at our Church at :-

10.30am on Friday 2nd March
The Service has been prepared by the
Christian women of Suriname.  
Please come.
For more information please speak to  
Ann Yeates or Pat Foster.
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SHOEBOXES
The new year brings the start of the work to
collect items for the Christmas Shoeboxes.
During February we are concentrating on:

Stationery
small notebooks, pens, pencils, rubbers and

pencil sharpeners

SWANAGE FOOD BANK
Please place your donations for the local Food Bank in the container in the 
main vestibule. Non-perishable items please. 

Items such as the following are always welcome
Jars and tins ~ marmalade or any spread
Small bags sugar ~ Coffee and tea
Tins cold meat, sardines, macaroni cheese, chunky soups, etc.
Tins custard, rice pudding, sponge puds, jellies, Angel Delight
Any biscuits, sweet or savoury, Rice, pasta
Toiletries - shower gel, shampoo, toothpaste 

The box is being emptied on a regular basis.

Thank you for your generosity

See full details on back cover - your support in this scheme has raised 
£286.50 by shopping on-line and using this link.

ELDERSHIP
Your newly elected Elders are:

Tim Marcus, for a three year term
Pat Foster for a second three year term
John Foster for the remaining two years

Ann Farrer co-opted for Vacancy Group and Admin Team
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To our WAVE Friends, Supporters and Volunteers,

Happy New Year to you all, and we hope it will be a healthy and blessed one.

Now that the festive season is over for another year, it is good to look back 
over the busy time leading up to Christmas, to take stock and a deep breath 
before girding our metaphorical loins and launching into 2018.

The team leaders and interns had a well-deserved break but not before they 
took part in several Christingles and other services and activities, as well as 
hosting a Christmas Party for all the volunteers and school assembly teams 
to say a big thank you for all their hard work and support. About 30 feasted 
on roast dinner and played games; and a good time was had by all.

All members of the team have now returned and activities are beginning for 
the New Year. Exciting developments are that Rob has now been into 
St George’s school in Langton Matravers, and a new Youth Alpha course has 
started. Our prayers are with both these new ventures. 

With all best wishes Trish and Roni (Wave Trustees)

Congratulations
to all those responsible
for the Church Kitchen.
The recent inspection 
by Purbeck District 

Council Environmental 
Health Department

means that we retain 
our 5 star rating

January 2018
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Reports for the
Annual

General Meeting
are now overdue.

Will you be the only person 
who has to bare the shame 

of not having a report in 
the AGM Papers!

AGM on 25th February



A Childhood Hidden Inside
At first glance, grandmother Habsou looks like a sick &  
elderly lady.  She is blind & uses a stick as she struggles 
along the dirt track in the blistering heat of the sun in Niger.  
It is not old age, however, that has savagely attacked her 
57-year-old body, but leprosy.
Across this ultra poor Maradi region of Niger there are 
thought to be thousands of people literally hidden away 
with untreated leprosy.
Habsou was one of these people & it started when she was 

a little child. She first showed signs of leprosy at the tender age of five. 
But instead of taking her to Danja Hospital (where we have provided   
services free of charge to leprosy patients for many decades) her terrified 
parents hid her away inside a hut.
It sounds outrageously cruel, hiding an innocent child from the world;  
taking away her freedom to play with other children & go to school.  But 
the fear of the whole family being verbally & physically abused and 
hounded out of their village was just too great for Habsou’s parents.  
Where would they have gone? How would they have survived in this 
parched land where having food to eat is a daily struggle?
So little Habsou was given traditional herbal medicine, which did not stop 
her leprosy, and she stayed inside a small mud hut on the sun scorched 
earth of rural Niger for many years.  It is difficult to imagine what such an 
existence would have been like. Her untreated       
leprosy steadily attacked her young body &            
permanent damage was done.
Habsou finally came to Danja Hospital aged 13 but by 
then she had already lost her fingers & toes & her 
sight was fading.  At the hospital her leprosy was 
finally treated & her wounds were tended to over the 
coming years.  As Habsou grew up, we provided her with a basic house 
in Danja & this is where she & her leprosy-affected husband lived.     
However, when Habsou was pregnant with their youngest daughter   
Mariama, her husband tragically died.  
Alone & disfigured by leprosy, with four children to feed, Habsou begged 
on the streets to survive.  There are very few jobs in the Maradi region 
and, in any case, who would employ someone so obviously disabled & 
scarred by leprosy?
The chains of leprosy not only wrapped themselves around Habsou but 
around her daughter Mariama.  When Mariama was just 15 her mum told 
her that she could no longer afford to keep her & that she should
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marry a leprosy affected man much older than her.
Despite Mariama never having leprosy herself, she was considered ‘dirty’ 
because her parents had been treated for the disease. No boy from a  
respectable family would ever consider marrying her. 
It was against Mariama’s will to marry this older man but she had no 
choice & soon became pregnant with Saoude, now 8 years old.
Little Saoude is a bright vibrant little girl who dreams 
of becoming a nurse when she is older so she can 
help people like her granny.  But there are many  
obstacles she must first overcome such as getting a 
decent secondary school education.
A wonderful positive in Saoude’s life, however, is 
that her family have experienced first-hand the love & expert care given 
by Leprosy Mission staff. 
Miriama knows what leprosy is & that it can be treated. Should she spot a 
tell-tale numb skin patch on Saoude’s body she would immediately take 
her to Danja Hospital.  With prompt treatment, she would not become 
blind & disabled like her granny.
Horrifyingly, latest statistics from the World Health Organisation reveal 
that almost a quarter of people in Niger diagnosed with leprosy in 2016 
already had lifelong leprosy-caused disabilities - just like Habsou.  This is 
devastating as it is so unnecessary.
We know we cannot just wait for patients to arrive at Danja Hospital to 
receive the cure for leprosy.  Fear stands between people knowing they 
need help, and actually coming to the hospital to receive it.
We also realise we cannot simply travel to remote villages where we 
believe there could be three or more people with untreated leprosy,     
expecting them to come out & be examined.  The fear surrounding the 
disease is just too great. Leprosy is seen as a curse & something to be 
ashamed of.  So it is a case of gaining the trust of the village chief &    
literally going door to door & finding the hidden people, bringing the cure 
to them.
It is our prayer that our medical team in Niger find these hidden people 
before they develop terrible lifelong disabilities & their lives spiral downhill 
like Habsou’s.  Our hope is that we can reach out and cure them, just as 
Jesus did in his earthly life, & demonstrate the love 
& acceptance He showed people with leprosy.

‘For this is what the
Sovereign Lord says:

I myself will search for my
sheep and look after them.’
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At one of the Christmas services Elizabeth read the meaning of 
the ‘Twelve Days of Christmas’. As a number of people have 
asked for copies it is reproduced below.

From 1558 until 1829 Roman Catholics in England were not        
permitted to practise their faith openly.   Someone, during that era, 
wrote this carol as a catechism song for young Catholics.   It has 
two levels of meaning:  the surface meaning plus a hidden     
meaning known only to members of their church.   Each element 
in the carol has a code word for a religious reality which the     
children could remember.

 The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ.

 Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments.

 Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love.

 The four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John.

 The five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law, the first five 
books of the Old Testament.

 The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation.

 Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of 
the Holy Spirit – Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortation,             
Contribution, Leadership and Mercy.

 The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes.

 Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit –
Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness,      
Gentleness and Self Control.

 The ten lords a-leaping were the ten commandments.

 The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful disciples.

 The twelve drummers drumming symbolised the twelve points 
of belief in the Apostles’ Creed.
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Centaur
Financial
Services Ltd.

Mortgages - Insurances
Investments - Pensions

Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

49 Station Road
Swanage

BH19 1AD
Tel. (01929) 425818

Financial Director
KEVIN LARGE B.Sc. (Econ) A.C.I.B.

OUR HALLS ARE AVAILABLE TO HIRE
Contact Jeanne Harrison

on 01929 424404

www.swanage-urc.co.uk
and click on the 360° view to see the rooms

Our Facebook page can be found at
Swanage United Reformed Church

The
Besom

in Purbeck

We recycle good
condition furniture, linen, 
kitchen items including

white goods,
to those in need

Contact details 

Tel:  07519 977732

purbeckbesom@gmail.com

www.swanage-urc.co.uk


Cover photo: - © Andy Farrer ~  Swanage Beach in the snow (www.andyfarrer.co.uk)

Thinking of selling your property?
For FREE ADVICE, in complete confidence

and without obligation - contact

The Property Professionals
Associate offices in Wareham and London

Tel. 01929 422284 www.corbens.co.uk

We are a small local Charity formed in1989 to assist
cancer patients, their families and friends

If you are a Cancer Patient, or you know someone who is, 
and are in need of help please contact us

Vikki Fooks Gill Norman
01929 761860 01929 424692

Cancare

Registered Charity No. 1014636

Cancer Support Group for the 
Isle of Purbeck

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/swanageurc

did you know that whenever you 
buy                                                                 buy online you could be raising a 

donation for the Church; and it              
won’t cost you anything?

 � Andy Farrer ~  Swanage Beach in the snow (www.andyfarrer.co.uk)
www.corbens.co.uk
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/swanageurc

